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This lesson is I believe an essential lesson for the children of God.

This lesson will assist us in understanding the ways of God in our personal lives.

Though it may be a new idea for some of you, it is in fact a working of God that has forever been.  


As human beings self is very important.  Whether we admit it or not, self is pretty much our priority. Our comfort - our peace of mind - our joy - our safety and our prosperity are pretty much our concern.


When we receive Christ, we do begin to realize that "self" is not to be our priority.  We realize it, but even still, because we are human beings we continue to struggle with it.  We still continue to be more "self-centered" than "Christ" or "others-centered". It simply takes many years for most of us to really grasp this truth - to come to an end of self.

It takes many years and many dealings from God for us to be willing to let go of our own selfishness and self-centeredness.  On the other hand there are many that never seem to yield to God in this area and therefore never come to an end of self. Now all of this is a very important process for many reasons, which I will share as this lesson is presented.


One of the problems that we encounter as Christians is that we think we need to become stronger and stronger so that we can live a better Christian life.  We want to meet the standards of God - we want to develop so we can render great service to God. Therefore, we think by our Church attendance - our praying - our Bible study we will be better and stronger as Christians.  Though there is truth in this, this is not necessarily the work of God. It is not God's way.  It is not God's way to make me stronger so that I can live the Christian life.  Rather is it the work of God to allow me to become weaker, while His Son in me becomes stronger.  Get the picture?

John the Baptist wonderfully expressed this work, when he said, 

"He must increase, but I must decrease."  John 3:30

That's it, that's God's way: we become less and less while He becomes more and more.  This is the true Christian life.

Realizing this: "That we need to become less self-centered" "That we begin to die to self", "That we need to rely less on self and more on God" will help us to realize why God allows so many difficult things in our lives.  He is causing us to be less dependant upon self - less confident in our strength so He will become our victory rather than our own self.


You see, there is only one person who lives the Christian life and that person is Christ.  You and I can't, every time we try, we fail.  Over the years we must learn this truth, for understanding this truth will bring us to maturity, and cause us to stop fighting God and begin to yield to Him.

The sooner we learn this truth the easier the Christian life will become, and the less pride we will have in self.  Then our praise will be in Him, rather than self.


As the scripture says, "For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man boast."  Ephesians 2:8-9

Salvation as well as living the Christian life is not based upon me - not my works - or maturity - or ability, if it were than I could boast.  Salvation - living the Christian life is God's grace - God's gift. It is all from Him.

Therefore, God needs to teach us some serious truths.  God wants it to be His Son through us, and not us.

This is what so many Christians don't seem to understand. What some don't even want to accept? Why? Because this makes the Christian life a very personal on going relationship with Christ that takes away their independence and personal desires.  I mean after all this is where the rubber meets the road, this is what the Christian life is all about,  "Christ in me," "Living through  me." All dependent upon an on-going relationship with Him.


In our lives there will be times of Light.  That is, times of joy, peace, happiness and prosperity.  These will be good times.  We have a sense of well-being - all is well.  We are blessed financially, health wise, our family is in tact, and life couldn't be better.

This is truly the Blessed Christian life we say to ourselves. This is what walking with God is all about - This is the way it should be.

O! be careful Dear Friend.


In Genesis during the time of Creation God did something, which still exists today. He made day and He made evening.  He allowed there to be both Light and Darkness.  Throughout the Ages there is always light and always darkness.  This is true for all of life. For us as well, there will be times of Light and times of Darkness.  There is a time of peace and joy and happiness, but there is also a time of suffering pain and difficulty.  It is the design of God, and it is always able to bring forth-wondrous fruit in our lives.

In those times of Darkness we learn to reach out and depend upon Him, and it is this that He desires for His children.

You remember Job, a man who in Job 1:8 was said to be a man, who was blameless and upright, a man who feared God and who shunned evil.

Obviously he was a fine man, Biblically and Spiritually speaking he appeared to be everything a Christian man should be, and yet the Lord had to deal with him.  Even this great man of God was going to experience his time of darkness, his time that would bring him to an end of self.  Please look at chapter 30:25-27:


"Have I not wept for those in trouble? Has not my soul grieved for the poor?  Yet when I hoped for good, evil came; when I looked for light, then came darkness. The churning inside me never stops; days of suffering confront me. 


He wept for those in trouble, and he grieved for those who were poor. Yet when he hoped for good, evil came; when he looked for light, then came darkness." 

If the Lord used Job and all of his experiences to teach us that even a good man experiences a time of darkness, that even a good man must come to an end of self, then most certainly the same thing is a real possibility in my life as well.


Finally, as we begin to conclude the first part of this lesson allow me to take you to Numbers chapter 17.  In this chapter God wanted to show to all that Aaron was His man.  That Aaron was God's spiritual and fruitful leader.  God however, chose a very strange way to reveal this.

We love light, light is good.  We expect it to bring joy and fruitfulness.  God however, sometimes uses darkness not light to bring forth fruitfulness.

What He does here with Aaron's rod, is exactly what He did in Job's life and exactly what He will do in our lives.


Aaron's rod is just a dead stick, but it represents the working and power of God in Aaron's life, it represents God's calling and authority in Aaron's life. This rod, along with the heads of Israel was placed into the tabernacle all night long. Like us, the rod must have had some serious and depressing thoughts

It was a time of loneliness, a time when the rod must have felt that its life was over, no longer of use to God, no longer fruitful, perhaps never able to come out into the light again.

O! what a sad and difficult time.  Once it was in the light being used and feeling important, powerful and holy, now however, it is all over.  No more light, no more fruitfulness. Perhaps it cried out, "I am no longer important."


Little did this rod realize that this would become its most fruitful time - never before had it bloomed, but now when it appears to be all over, As it comes to terms with its own death, as it experiences its own weakness and uselessness it begins to bloom.  It begins to bud, it begins to sprout, and it begins to bear forth fruit like it never had before.  My friend this is what the Lord is doing in our lives.  He sets us aside, He brings us to an end of our own self-confidence, He gives to us experiences of darkness to teach us that it is not "us" but it is "Him" it is His Son.  Then like this wooden stick, fruitfulness comes forth, God is glorified, His Kingdom is built and His Son is glorified.  This and this alone is the true Gospel.


Please remember that there were other rods in this darkness as well. They however, did not bear fruit. Our time of darkness must be designed and controlled by the Lord.  It also must be a time when we yield to the work of God rather than rebel to the work of God.  If we grumble and rebel, the fruitfulness of our time of darkness will be most hindered. We must yield to Him we must allow Him to have His blessed desire in our lives.  Then like the rod, we too will be most fruitful.

I think that too many of the Lord's children never genuinely profit from the Lord's dealings, from those times of darkness. Why?  Because they rebel, complain, and pray with tears that He will remove the very thing that is able to bring fruitfulness into their lives like they have never known before.  Be careful dear ones you may be missing all the precious things that He longs to bring into your life.

------------------------


As we continue this lesson, allow me to say this: "God's spiritual principle for Spiritual growth is life out of death."  It always has been and it always will be.

This statement is the exact opposite of what we would expect.  It is certainly the exact opposite of what we would personally desire.

As human beings, as Christians we want to live, we want to be full of life.  We want to be so full of life that we can do what we need to do, to meet God's standards and to serve Him. According to God, however, His way is the opposite of our way.  We have to get this, it is basic to our Spiritual growth.


According to God, fruitfulness comes out of death - out of our times of darkness - out of our dying to self.  It hurts, its painful, its full of suffering, confusion and loneliness but O! how it brings forth fruit.


In John 12:23-28 we are given the experience of Christ. Death was the will of the Father for Him.  By His death He would take upon Himself the sins of the World.

As Christ had to experience a physical death, so we must experience a death of our own "self", our "old flesh" our "Own self-centeredness", our "Own self-confidence."  As Christ's death would bring Spiritual fruit unto all  people for all time.  So our dying to self will bring forth fruit unto Him and unto others.


Notice that in verse 23 Christ speaks of His being glorified.  A glorification that will be the result of His death and resurrection.  God's spiritual principle is seen for us in verse 24, a principle that was even applied to His own son.

"Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain."

Here is the key to Ministry.  Here is God's way for all His children.  If you want to bare fruit, if you want the Church to multiply, you must, like a grain of Wheat be willing to fall into the ground and die. This is unfortunately the main thing that Christian refuses to do.  We don't want to die to our ideas - our desires - our works.  We want to live and every time God brings things into our lives to deal with us, and to bring us to an end, we holler, we argue, we run and we rebel.  We pray, "O God! Take this away for it is more than I can bear."  Very few seem to see the hand of God and quietly submit to His work.

 
When the wheat falls into the ground it is in a place of darkness.  No longer in the light, no longer high up above the ground looking down on the less mature.  It is now dark, lonely and useless.  It’s a terrible place, its an awful time but in the midst of it just like Aaron's rod, new life begins to bud.

New fruit like you have never produced before begins to come into your life and reach out to others.


Verse 25 makes it clear how we as a Christian can hinder Spiritual growth in ourselves and in the Church.

"He who loves his life will lose it, he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life."

He who loves his self-centered soul life will lose it for all eternity.  But he, who will allow his self-life to die, will keep his life for all eternity.

v. 26 " If anyone serves me, let him follow me: and where I am, there will my servant be also."

If you want to serve Him you will have to follow Him.  Where is He going?  To His death.  If you truly want to be used of Him there are no short cuts; you will have to die to self.  You will have to learn to totally depend upon Him, not self.  Is this something easy for Christians to do?  Man it’s the worse.  Look at Christ in verse 27:

"Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say?  Father save me from this hour.  But for this purpose I came."

You see, even for the Savior it was difficult, but He realized that the will and purpose of God had to be fulfilled.

Yes, this was the purpose of God for His son, and it is the purpose of God for you and I.

This Christian, Biblical view is so different from the World's view.  The World say's: "live your own life, do your own thing, you only go around once so get all the gusto in life you can."  God say's, "If you really want the best, if you want eternity with Him let go of self."

Matthew 16:25 says it this way: "Whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it."

How different is God's way.  When we give up self, we gain, when we try to hang on to self we lose.


Paul has much to say concerning this issue that is important if we desire to be used of God.  If we expect to have a genuine Ministry that will bring forth fruit unto God we need to grasp this as a reality in our lives.

2 Corinthians 4:5-12 is a blessed passage concerning Paul's Ministry and the hardships he experienced.  Ministry and hardship go together.  It is God's way; it is also the result of Satan's work and the World's attitude.

When you begin with verse 8 please note:

"They were "hard pressed but not crushed"

"They were "perplexed but not in despair"

"They were persecuted but no forsaken"

"They were struck down but not destroyed"

"Always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also might be manifested in our mortal flesh."

Genuine Ministry always carries with it the death of the Savior, for without His death there would be no life.  And it is this carrying that brings about the blessed work of verse 12:

"So then death is working in us, but life in you."

Do you see it dear friends?  Do you see God's way to genuine fruitful Ministry?

Death works in me, that life might work in you.  As I die to self, the Lord can come through and produce life in you.  How badly this work is needed in the Church today.  God's cross works to do away with all that I am so that God's presence may come forth and produce life in those to whom I minister.  No death working in me than no life working in others.

In I Corinthian 1:9 Paul explains the purpose of death working in us:

"Yes we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead"

As the process of death and darkness works in me, it causes me not to trust in my self, but to trust in God.  I have to trust in Him to do what I am unable to do.  Please note how Paul inserts that God raises the dead.  Yes Lord, I am dead, unable to live the Christian life, to serve you and to bring forth fruit.  Therefore, I look to you to bring forth-Spiritual life and fruit through me, by your life. I look to you to bring life out of death.

Please turn with me to I Corinthians 5:14-15:

"And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again."

Because of Christ we no longer are to live a life for ourselves, it is now not my life, but His.  It is now no longer my will but His.

As Galatians 2:20 reads:  "It is no longer I that live, but Christ that liveth in me."

How blessed and precious are these truths, and yet how ignored by the modern, strong and intellectual Church. My friend it is not us: not our strength, not our wisdom or spirituality, it is nothing but Christ within.

Perhaps the following illustration may help you understand what it is I am trying to say, and what it is the Lord desires to bring about in our lives.

Some years ago I had many tomatoes on the vine that would not ripen and the weather was becoming cooler and cooler.  A friend told me to take all the tomatoes off the vine and to wrap each one of them and to place them in a dark place.  I did this, and over a period of time they each ripened and became beautifully orange and ready to eat.  You see my friend there are just times when the Lord  puts us away for a time of darkness, He just sets us aside for a time as He allows the darkness and the loneliness to produce fruit in our lives.  Praise His blessed name!

Perhaps, as we learn this truth we will realize why we sometimes hurt so much, why we sometimes feel so useless, deserted, and lonely.  It is all within the plan of the Lord.  He knows what He is doing in my life as well as in yours.  Sure it's difficult, it's painful but we must remember that He is preparing us for what He desires us to be for eternity. He knows how to ripen tomatoes.

Understanding this will hopefully bring us to the place where we will willingly yield unto Him and His work.  If we learn to yield the Christian life will be easier for us as we will not be fighting against the Lord and our spiritual growth will be rapid.  If we are not willing to fall as a grain of wheat, fall into the ground, then just perhaps God may have to allow a few things come into our lives that will force us to fall.  This will be most painful; therefore we must learn to willingly enter our time of darkness that we might enjoy our time of Light.

Bless you dear ones and may your time of darkness be only for a short while and may your new spiritual fruitfulness be for all eternity.

Please remember that if one does not yield to the work of God in this area, if he fights and rebels and struggles against what God is bringing about through the darkness then he will only increase the need as well as the time in his darkness.

In His Service,

Pastor Jerry W. Sims

4114 Buckeye Road

Madison, Wi. 53716

