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It is surprising to me just how un-educated the Church seems to be when it comes to a basic understanding of baptism.

Many there are who know nothing concerning baptism.  Others know things but things that are not necessarily Biblical.


There are, I believe two sides to teaching Baptism: One side being the Practical side and the other side being the Spiritual.  In order to completely understand baptism it is important to understand both sides.


To begin with, being baptized does not save you.  Baptism does not save you - only receiving Christ into your heart as your Savior saves you.  Because you are saved, you will want to be baptized, but being baptized does not save you.

This is why a Biblical Church that understands the scripture never baptizes children.  Children need to truly know the Lord and understand baptism before they are baptized.  They need to know enough to have received Christ as their personal Savior; otherwise Baptism will do nothing for them.

If we baptize children thinking that that is necessary for salvation we will have thousands of people believing they are Spiritually just fine and on their way to Heaven, when they are not. In fact we often meet individuals with this opinion each day.

When Christ was hanging on the cross and a thief who was hanging on a cross next to him, exhibited faith in Luke 23:43 Christ said to him,


"Today thou shalt be with me in paradise."

Moments before death, a thief who received Christ was promised paradise.  This thief had no opportunity to be baptized before his death and yet the Lord told him, "Today you will be with me".

In I Corinthians 1:17 Paul, the man who laid the foundation of Christ, who was responsible for bringing hundreds to Christ, as well as to maturity, said. "For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the Gospel."

If baptism were vital to a person's salvation would not the number one man, Paul's primary responsibility be to baptize people?  Of course it would, but baptism is not essential to salvation, therefore it was not Paul's priority.

Please note: The Greek word for Baptism is Baptizo, which means to immerse or to submerge.  There is no way that it can be a sprinkling of an individual.  Their full dunking is implied.

Where then do people and churches get this false idea that you must be baptized to be saved and therefore must baptize children?


Mark 16:16


"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that disbelieves shall be condemned."

No one has a right to change what this verse says; it is therefore essential that we understand what it says.

Generally, when we think of being saved, we do not understand it in its Biblical sense.  We usually think of it as being saved from Hell, or being able to live forever with God.  When the Bible speaks of salvation it means to be saved - or brought out of the World.

We are born into the World - Into a World system that is controlled by Satan.

We need to be saved from it; we need to be taken out of it in a spiritual sense.


Remember what I John 2:15 says:


"Love not the world neither the things that are in the world, for if anyone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him."


2:17 also reads:”And the world is passing away."

As we see here, Christians and the world just don't go together.  We've got to be taken out of it because it is going to end - it will not last forever.

In Galatians 1:3-4 we read concerning Christ:


"Who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from this present evil world."

The World system is contrary to the will and plan of God. It will end - it will be destroyed and everything within it.  Therefore, God devised a way to take us out.

Something we don't often think about because most people, even Christians want to be a part of the World.  But did you realize that God's purpose was to save you from the World.

We are born into the World - We are born into what God calls, "Being born into Adam."  No matter who we are or where we are from we are born into the human race - we are born into Adam.

The family of Adam is the wrong family - It is the worldly family.  You can't remain in this family and go to Heaven.  You must come out of the "Family of Adam" and come into the "Family of Christ."
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The process of coming out of Adam and

Into Christ is salvation.  Salvation takes me

From the wrong family and puts me into the right family.

The process of going from Adam to Christ

Is what might be called being born-again?

How did we get into Adam?  By birth.  How then do we get out?  By death.

Now we come to the heart of the whole lesson.  Do we actually die?  Of course not, in a way that is beyond our comprehension When Christ died He placed us all into that death.

All we are in Adam is worthless.  We cannot be made to meet the standards of God.  We cannot live the Christian life.  There was only one thing that God could do with us - and that was to crucify us.  The blessed message is this Christ actually died but you and I only need to be baptized.  We need only realize that all we were in Adam has been done away with - nailed to the cross, just like Christ was.

What do you do with something that is dead?  That's right you bury it.

When we are baptized we are recognizing that our old nature - that everything we were in Adam is gone - dead and therefore we are burying it.  It is important to remember that when we bury a person we completely bury them.  We would never consider sprinkling a little dirt over them and considering them buried, no they must totally be buried out of sight.  Therefore, complete immersion is necessary.

Baptism is an outward expression that I have died - that all my self-centeredness has been dealt with by the Cross.

Baptism is a public declaration to the World that I am no longer a part of it but that I am now out of Adam and into Christ.

Baptism is you and I recognizing and declaring that God has taken us out of this world.

Baptism declares that I am saved from the World and now belong to the Kingdom.

Baptism says that I am separated from the World that I have come out from it.

Baptism does not save me, but rather is me declaring that I am saved.

I believe that Baptism places you and I into a position where we can begin to grow in the Lord and in the Holy Spirit.  We have now confessed God before the whole World declaring that we belong to Him and His Kingdom.


We are declaring to God and to the World Galatians 2:20


"It is no longer I but Christ that liveth in me."

The waters of Baptism become the tomb for our old sinful nature.  We bury it and leave it there.  We then come up out of the waters to walk in the newness of life that is in Christ.  Down with the Old man and up with the new man.

-----------


Romans chapter 6 gives to us our greatest Biblical foundation concerning the spiritual significance of Baptism.

It is a chapter that we should read over and over again asking the Lord to assist us in our understanding.


It is not a matter of whether we understand Romans 6 or not, because that does not affect its truth.  What Romans 6 records here, has taken place for every believer.  The problem is however, many of us, have not been properly taught and therefore don't understand.  Not having been properly taught however does not change these truths.  What has here been recorded is a spiritual truth.  In a way that is beyond our comprehension: When Christ died, everything we are in our sinful nature died with Him.  Baptism is recognizing that I have been dealt with.  Everything I was could never be improved; it could never be made good enough.  Therefore, God just took it away nailed it to a cross, and all I have to do is to recognize this and allow myself to be baptized.   Spiritually I am burying what God says has died.

That’s why verse 3 says:



"As many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus 



Were baptized into His death."

Our Baptism has spiritually taken place - we have been buried in His death.  Now by this public Baptism I acknowledge and declare it.



Verse 4 takes us from the death side to the 



Life side; from being buried to being raised with Him.


V.5 "United together in the likeness of His death, in the likeness of 



His resurrection."

Baptism declares not only that our old nature has been dealt with, has died, but also that we have been raised to a newness of life, Colossians 3:1-3.

Once again remember Galatians 2:20:


"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I


Who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life I now


Live in the flesh I live by faith."

Without question, spiritually speaking everything that needs to be done for you and I to have victory has been done.  The "old man" that "carnal nature" or "fleshy nature" in you and I has been dealt with by the cross as far as God is concerned.  Spiritually it is done.


The practical side of this in our daily lives however, takes years.  It takes many experiences; it takes the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  


Finally, in this chapter are some important truths that will assist us in experiencing the joy of Baptism as well as victory in our lives.  They are three in number and each need to be applied.

V.6 "Knowing this"

This is where it starts for us.  We need a Revelation of our death.  We need to know that the old nature has been dealt with.

When we experience this we will stop trying to live the Christian life according to our own ability.  We will acknowledge our death and rest in His resurrection life.

V.11 "Reckon yourself to be dead indeed to sin but alive unto God"

If God says my old sinful nature is dead than I am going to reckon it so.  I am going to account it so.  This is an accounting work.

2+2 = 4, it can equal no less or no more.  God says your old nature is dead and I account it just as I account 2+2=4. It is just as much a fact, no matter what anyone tries to tell me, no matter what the enemy whispers in my ear.

Therefore, by physical baptism I am going to reckon it so.

V.13 "Presenting yourself."

Now we are ready to present ourselves.  What we present is not the old nature of course, but the new nature that is created in Christ Jesus.  Now we can begin to walk in the joy of the Lord as well as victory. We must remember there is no such thing as instant victory; it is a working process of the Holy Spirit through us.  Therefore, throughout the years greater victory will become ours.

PAGE  
6

