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Spiritual things are far more genuine than we choose to accept, the reality of God and the reality of Satan both are far more of a reality than our world is willing to admit.  When it comes to God it is His desire to bring to you freedom, to assist you in being free and able to enjoy spiritual control in your life.  When however, it comes to the enemy he desires to bring to you bondage, and to assist you in being bound up by the forces of this life.


So many today are bound up by so many things, there are so many individuals who have something in their lives that controls them, that over powers them, and keeps them going in wrong directions.  Satan’s bondage leads to misery, unhappiness, and destruction, while the freedom of God lead to joy, spiritual richness, health and prosperity.  Many today that do not see their problem as bondage, are actually proud of their bondage and will speak of it to others as if they are proud of what they do and how they live.

The problem with all of this is that Satan makes everything he is and everything he has appear as if it is good, beautiful, desirous, pleasurable and needed, while God wonderfully opens His arms and waits to give us the best that life can offer. Satan is always out there showing us what we just have to have, bringing us into bondage, and more often than not we just never see what we have gotten ourselves into until it is too late, until we are stuck in some kind of bondage that we cannot get out of.


Now who knows what this bondage might be?  What my bondage is that he tries to bring me into is not the bondage that he tries to bring you into.  For each of us it can be a different kind of problem. Because you can just bet Satan knows how to get each one of us.  The desire for riches, the hold of drugs, the hold of alcohol, the desire for fame, the desire to be popular, and the hold of sexual things.  It doesn’t really matter what it is, but if it is something that has bound us up, and held us captive it is not good.  Bondage in our lives, restricts us and prevents us from knowing God, it can keep us from having joy and freedom to do what we want to do.  What ever it is that holds us in some kind of bondage, can keep us from enjoying our lives and progressing, as God would have us.


Therefore, it becomes obvious that getting out of bondage and into the freedom of Christ is the best thing for our lives and us.  Bondage eventually brings death while freedom brings a full, healthy and happy life.


Let us now see what we can learn from the Bible concerning this problem of bondage.  I will begin this lesson where I have taken you so many times before and that of course is to Exodus where we join the Israelites who are in bondage by the Egyptians.  You know, you just cannot be happy when you are in bondage, be it  a thing, the enemy or to a person who has you in bondage.  We will just not be happy until by God’s grace we are broken free.

When we come to Exodus chapter one it is important that we use the King James Version to get to the word bondage.  In verse fourteen we read: “And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage.”  This bondage is the bondage of affliction and work; it is a cruel bondage that exhausts us.  Do you realize that a tool that the enemy is able to use in your life to bring bondage is work?

Work and bondage go together, and that is why when you work in this world you need to be where the Lord desires you to be and to rest totally in Him.  Don’t just go out and get any job, but get the job where the Lord wants you to be.


For Israel this problem of bondage only grew worse and worse, for you see when the enemy brings bondage into our lives it does not get better and better.  It just kind of grows and becomes more intense until it is eating up our lives.  Finally, in chapter 2:23 the Israelites could take it no longer and in their groaning they cried out to God for deliverance, and God heard their cry.  It is important for you and I to realize when we are in bondage, to realize when we can take it no longer and where to go for help.  Some people are not getting delivered because they like being in bondage, they are not yet sick of being in bondage, for they think they can leave it any time.  When you are in bondage to something that something becomes your focus and when it does you do not enjoy anything else in this world, it blinds your eyes so you do not see anything you have and therefore you lose out on so much that is so important.

No one can tell you anything, they see it but you don’t and you will not get any help until the Lord Himself reveals your bondage.


When we see, when our eyes are opened, we cannot take it any longer, and then when we cry out to the Lord He hears and begins to move.

Exodus 6:6 “I am the Lord and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with an stretched out arm.”  When we are in bondage only the Lord can bring us out


It is interesting when this bringing out of bondage is mentioned as something God did, because it always refers to God bringing them out of a house of bondage.  This is so true for so many people as they live in a house of bondage.  There is no peace, no freedom and no victory for their lives become a house of bondage.


One of the things to keep in mind if you are or have been in bondage to something, be it a person, a drug, an alcohol or an emotion, once you 

Connect to God and He brings you out, do not go back in.  In the story of Israel after coming out of their bondage they actually chose a captain to work on going back into the bondage that God had delivered them from.  They seemed to forget the anguish, the exhaustion and the misery and rather than facing the newness of life that God brought to them they were willing to go back.  My friends, once God has brought you out of bondage, once He has delivered you from the enemy, for a person, from a hold of some kind why would you choose to go back?  Remain strong and steadfast in the Lord and do not return back to bondage.


This morning I don’t know what kind of bondage you have experienced or might be experiencing for bondage has a multitude of varieties.  I only know that whatever your bondage might be it will eat you up inside and outside.

Romans 8:15 expresses a spirit of bondage and fear.  There are many who have the bondage of fear in their lives, always fearful of this and fearful of that, fearful of things that never will come to pass but which can keep you miserable and full of sorrow.


I know that according to Galatians there are people who like to bring Christians into bondage and remove them from the freedom that is in Christ, therefore, we must always be on our guard for them and the damage they can bring.


As we have discussed before there is a bondage that is a fear of death as described in Hebrews 2:15.  How many of us have lived in bondage of a fear of death? Often so dwelling on death that we lose our joy of life as well as our focus upon Christ.


As Christians we need to realize that a purpose of Christ’s ministry was to bring you and I out of this problem of bondage, to be for us deliverance as is recorded in Luke 4:18.

Deliverance is the ministry of Christ and no matter what it is that holds us it can be dealt with, we can find victory: be it sin, be it Satan, a person, an emotion, or even a drug or sexual problem Christ is our deliverance as is seen in Colossians 1:13.

