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We all want to be whole; we want to be complete, self reliant and confident in our ability and ourselves.  We want to be strong, healthy, happy and even wealthy.  We want to be so blessed by God that we have the ability to do whatever needs to be done in regard to His ministry.  Now all of this seems a normal and natural desire.  It would seem that being strong, healthy, and talented would be an essential requirement for the service of the Lord, and for living the Christian life. It would seem so but those who truly learn the way of the Lord realize that this is not God’s way. It is essential that we understand this, for more often than not, the way in which we are used of God has nothing to do with our being complete.


God does not want me to be complete; He wants His Son in me to be complete.  God does not want me to be personally strong and full of talent for in this way I will have a natural tendency to depend upon my self.  This is one of our biggest mistakes as Christians.  We have always had a natural tendency to think that if only I were stronger, if only I had more talent, or money, or will power I could do great things for God.  Man has always been too dependent upon himself and not dependent enough upon God.


Because of this God must allow you and I to be broken so that we will not trust in ourselves.  When God allows us to be broken, all that Christ is, is than able to come forth from us.  Therefore, it will not be us that are essential but the Christ who is within us.


When we do not realize this, we do not realize what God is doing in our lives, and we do not understand why we are experiencing so many problems, trials, hurts and pains.  When we do not understand this we fight it, we rebel against it, we pray against it and we run from it.  Just as soon as God allows something in our lives we begin to pray that He will take it away, so we can be comfortable and happy.  As soon as God touches our lives with any hardship we do our best to avoid it, pray against it, and complain about it.  We do this because we believe that the Father wants us to be complete, whole and happy.  We also do it simply because it is comfortable and easier for us.  It would seem that all of this would be natural, that it would be God’s way for His children to be happy, healthy, strong and complete, but it is not.


Jeremiah 4:3 reads: “For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: Break up your fallow ground, and do not sow among thorns.”

If there is to be fruit, if the ground is to produce a crop it will have to be broken.  The soil will have to be turned, the rocks and weeds will have to be removed and only than will you be able to plant so that fruit can come. What is here true concerning the land physically is true concerning my life spiritually therefore we can profit from accepting it as God’s work in our lives.


God is not mad at you and I, He is not picking on us, God, is simply working to prepare us for fruit the way this land had to be ploughed.  God ploughs in our lives the way the farmer must plough in his fields.  If we were the soil we would not like what was being done, if the soil could speak if probably would say:  “what is happening?  What are you doing?” It would no doubt express that it would like to be left alone to rest and to be comfortable.  O! How wonderful when after the pain, after the removal of rocks and weeds we, like the ground would begin to sprout new and wonderful fruit.  How precious and how wonderful we will than feel.


The whole spiritual principle for this work of God is seen in John 12:24 where we read:  “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.”

We must be willing to fall, to die, and to be buried for only in this way is there fruit.  Fruit, that isn’t only for us but also for others.  Fruit that will last for all eternity for it will be genuine spiritual fruit.  The grain contains an outer shell a shell that must be cracked and broken so that the real fruit within can come forth and bear.  Like you and I the value is not the outer but the inner, it is not we but it is Christ.  We are simply the vessels but He is the precious fruit.


The same spiritual truth is also seen in Judges 7:18-20 where we see Gideon with the clay jars and torches within.  The value was not the clay jars but rather the light within the clay jar.  God used this whole situation to bring forth a wonderful victory for His children.  They were instructed to have a torch hidden within a clay jar and upon command break the jars so that the light would show.  This sent the enemy into confusion, thinking they were greatly out numbered and they ran and even fought each other.  The truth for our study is for us to always remember that we are simply the jars that contain the light of Christ.  We are not that light, but when like these clay jars God allows us to be broken, out comes the glorious light of Christ.


In I Corinthians 11:24 Christ Himself had said as He shared communion; “Take eat, this is my body which is broken for you.”

Is this not a part of the truth we are expressing?  Is it not a reminder that even the Savior experienced brokenness?

Brokenness is God’s way; Brokenness was even the way for His dear Son.  By Christ’s willingness to be broken: cleansing, forgiveness, and salvation came to us all.


Yes, life if full of brokenness for us all.  Broken homes, broken marriages, broken health, and even broken dreams come to the Lord’s children.  Yet it is the brokenness that brings us to the Lord as well as makes us dependent and useable by Him.


In the world broken things are considered of no value, they are useless as far as the world is concerned and are simply cast aside.  With God however, broken things are considered to be the best, they are considered to be that which is most precious and useable by Him.  How different are God and His ways from the way of the world?

One of the big concerns I have is that I do not believe that most in the Church realize this.  One of the things that are hindering the most precious movement of God in the Church today is not using the broken people that the Lord has given to us.  They are most precious and could I believe, enrich the Church with the Lord’s presence like we have never known.  The Church today has not recognized God’s desire to use broken people, and therefore the Church has discarded them and considered them unusable, while they seek out those who they consider whole, complete, and gifted. To ignore the broken is to ignore the best that we have.


In Mark 14 we have before us a most foundational lesson concerning the value of brokenness.  This of course is the blessed story of the woman who broke the alabaster jar in order to anoint the Savior.  Contained within the jar was a most precious and expensive perfume.  It was a pure spikenard and was permanently sealed in an alabaster flask.  This fragrant oil could come out in only one way, and that was by a breaking of the jar.  We are like an alabaster jar we are not of great value but within us are those things that are more precious than all that is within the world, for Christ is contained within us.

If His blessed fragrance is to come forth than just like the jar we must be broken of all that we are.  When we are broken, when we no longer rely upon our self, or any supposed strength or gift that we have than the glory of Christ is able to come forth and bear fruit.  We need to realize that it is when we are broken that He shines the best, that when we are broken we have the greatest testimony of all. From what I understand there was no more precious and fragrant perfume than what was here used, and when this jar was broken its fragrance must have penetrated throughout.  Is not this the way when it comes to Christ in our lives?

When we are nothing He is everything and His presence and fragrance is able to penetrate all those who are around us.  Thank the Lord for this work of brokenness for by it does His richness come forth.


Finally, in Matthew 15 we have a beautiful lesson concerning brokenness and its value.  In verse 32-39 we see the feeding of a multitude.  The Savior was concerned as the people had been with Him for three days and He had compassion for them for had no food.

The disciples told Him that they only had seven loaves of bread and a few fishes.  Now, it is important to remember that whatever we have, be it a great deal or very little it belongs to the Lord.  So the Lord expressed that they should bring to Him what they had.  This is always true for you and I, as we must bring to the Lord what we have.  They did, and the Lord took it, blessed it and broke it.  This is what we need to grasp:  “When we bring to the Lord what we have, what we are, He always takes it blessed it and breaks it.” 

It is the spiritual way of the Lord; it is the way of brokenness. Have you brought all you are and all you have to the Lord?  Than dear one you can expect Him to take it, bless it and break it.

Don’t try to remain complete and whole, don’t try to be strong in your self, but allow Him to work through your weakness and inability so that His presence will come forth.  Please note in closing that they had presented to him seven loaves and it was seven large baskets full of the fragments that were left over.  My friend whatever you give to the Lord is never over looked, it is never wasted.  You can never out give the Lord, for whatever you give to Him will always be returned back to you.  What a blessed Savior we have.  May the Lord bless you as you and I learn to yield to His work of breaking so that all that He is may come forth?
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