“Brokenness and my spiritual service”

J.W. Sims


As I had shared in our previous lesson on brokenness we all like to be strong, confident, complete and able to do all that we choose to do when it comes to the work of the Lord.  This seems to be the right and proper way; it would seem to be the natural way that would be the design of God.

This however, is not God’s way.  As we will look at Paul and his ministry we will discover that even for Paul it was not this way.  The basis of Paul’s ministry is found in I Corinthians 2:1-5 where we read:


“And I brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.  For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech any my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom but in demonstration of the Sprit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”


When it came to genuine ministry it could not come from man.  Not even Paul would declare the Gospel of Christ according to excellent speech nor his wisdom.  Something I am afraid that most pastors do today.  We seem to think that the more wisdom and eloquence we have the more fruit we will bear in bringing people to the Lord.  This is not rue today and it never has been true.  Paul, as great as he was did not come in wisdom to give the message of God.  He determined to know nothing except Christ and His crucifixion.


Paul gives to us his secret for genuine ministry that touches the heart and brings people unto the Lord.  Paul said, “I came to you in weakness, in fear and in much trembling.” Paul said, when I came to you to minister the Word I came in weakness.  This word can mean without strength but it can also speak of sickness.  Paul might have been saying when I came and ministered unto you I came with a body that was weak and even sick.  Yes, even the great man Paul knew what it was like to be weak and sometimes ill.  This however, did not cause him to give up on ministry but rather to depend upon the Lord for his strength and ability to serve.  This, as we are trying to express to you is the key to genuine spiritual ministry; that is, not my strength, but His.

Secondly, Paul said I came to you in fear.  Who would ever think of Paul the powerful missionary of God ever ministering in fear?  This is an interesting word here and can sometimes be used in a very strong way to imply terror.  It could also be used to imply a fear that would cause one to shrink in fear, to be timid or to run away.  I think it is the last connotation that is right for us, and reveals that even the great man Paul ministered being timid and even shrinking in fear.  My friends, this is real ministry, a ministry that came in fear of self and without confidence while having trust and confidence in the Lord. Paul did not trust himself for Paul knew better for he had been broken and as he said in Philippians 3:2 he had no confidence in the flesh; it is those who have no confidence in the flesh that are the most used of the Lord.  They are the ones who have learned to lean upon the Lord and not upon self. This is what lays the foundation for true ministry that touches the lives of people for it is a ministry from the Lord and not from man.


Finally Paul said, that he also ministered in much trembling, literally a quaking in fear, a trembling when he came to minister the Word unto the children. Today men pride themselves in their education and knowledge.  They go through a great deal to be eloquent in the pulpit.  Not so, however with Paul he came into the pulpit with his knees shaking, because he had no confidence in himself and because he realized the responsibility before him and because he realized it must be by the strength and presence of the Lord within him and never him.  O how we have fallen in this area of genuine ministry today.  We train our young men fully in every possible area so that they will be confidant and dependent upon their training rather than upon the Lord. We have churches throughout America who demand and expect their ministers to be strong, powerful and dynamic when perhaps the greatest and richest thing that could happen for the church is for its servants to fall before Him with no confidence, with nothing but weakness, fear and trembling

Then great and rich blessing of His presence might come forth like we have never known in our generation.


In I Corinthians 1:27 we read: “But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.”


How different are the ways of God when it comes to His use of servants to present His message.  He desires to use the foolish, the weak, and the base – or insignificant. You see, God does not need you and I, He does not desire to use all that we think we are.  In fact He will go out of His way to find what is not considered strong or dynamic by the world to prove that it is His Son within the vessels He chooses and not the vessel itself.  Why does He do this?   He does this so that no flesh shall glory in His presence.  


Paul had this truth wonderfully made clear to him in 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 where we read:


“And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me; lest I be exalted above measure.  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He said to me, my grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 


The Heavenly Father will allow things in our lives that will keep us humble, that will keep us depending upon Him rather than self.  Why?  So that we will learn that His grace is sufficient for us and for our ministry. So that we will learn that when we are weak His strength is sufficient to minister through us.  It is a way that the Lord uses to keep us humble and reliant upon Him rather than upon ourselves.  A way that pure ministry will come to us through Him rather than just a ministry from a man. Therefore, Paul said in verse 9-10 “I will gladly boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me, therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”


In closing allow me to take you to Mark 2:1-5 to a beautiful story that you are familiar.  It is of course the story of the crippled man who could not be given access to Christ because of His being in the house surrounded by people.  The man needed healing but could not get to the Lord.  Finally those who were carrying the man came up with a great plan; they would uncover the roof.  When they had broken through the roof and let down the bed on which he was lying, Jesus saw their faith forgave the man of his sins and brought healing into his life.

What gave the man access to Christ was the broken roof.  It may seem insignificant but it was vital, for by brokenness we see a coming to the Savior.

Sometimes in our lives, because of ourselves or because of others we just will never come to Him until there has been brokenness somewhere in our lives.  As long as we are confident, as long as we are healthy, happy and satisfied we may never sense the need to get to Him, we may never sense the need of depending upon Him for happiness, satisfaction and a genuine ministry.


Yes, brokenness is best for it is God’s way.  Perhaps the Lord has been trying to do this work in you, but you did not know it, you have not understood why there was so much difficulty in your life.  It is not His purpose to make us stronger it is His purpose to make His Son stronger in us.  We become weaker in our selves but stronger in Him.  When those in the Church who minister the Word are broken, weak, full of fear and trembling, when they no longer depend upon self then we all gain a real sense of the Lord’s presence.  When these broken people minister the Word the richness of the Lord comes forth and we  are each enriched and given the joy of Christ.
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