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It has been a joy for me to look into the Word to study this issue of light and darkness.  Light and darkness give a clear division between that which is righteous and that, which is unrighteous, a clear message between, that which is clean and that which is unclean, between those who are saved and those who are not.

As I have pointed out believers love light while non-believers love darkness.  There is a clear division between that which is light and that which is dark, for God Himself has made that division.

In Exodus 10 we are given one of the most beautiful pictures of the separation between the light in a believer and the darkness in the non-believer.

V.21 “And the Lord said unto Moses, stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt.” One of the plagues sent out over Egypt was a plague of darkness, a plague of darkness that revealed the brightness and glory of God and His people while it revealed the darkness of Egypt’s false God, their Sun god Re.  Is it not interesting that God would use darkness to oppose their supposed light of the sun and their false god named Re.  Note, please that God is capable of sending darkness to any nation that would reject and oppose Him, a darkness that I believe is being sent out to many nations that are rejecting Him today.  This darkness is so real, so thick that it is a darkness that can be felt.  Have you ever been in a place that is so dark you can feel the darkness, the uncleanness, and the spiritual corruptness? Talk to some missionaries who have been in dark lands where they reject God and worship the enemy, believe me it is a darkness that can be felt.

The word used here means that it is such a darkness that one would have to grope or feel to try and get around.

v.22“And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days:” Note please that Moses stretched out his hand unto heaven for this darkness is ordained and sent by God not by the enemy.  It is  darkness over the whole land, not just part of it.  

V.23 “They saw not one another neither rose any from his place for three days:”  Who can imagine such darkness? How scary it must have been for a people who worshipped the Sun god?  They could not see one another, and they did not even rise from their place for three days.  To them it must have been as they were dead, and yet we know of no one turning from their false god of light to the living God.  “But all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.”

What wonderful division is that?  What a wondrous testimony of God and His children, where His people are there is light and where the non-believers are there is darkness.  It is no different for you and I for everywhere we are there is light, even though we may work and live among individuals who walk in darkness.

So many are in darkness today but seem to have no awareness of it, they have learned to function in their darkness, even to be comfortable there.  Isaiah 9 that speaks of the coming Savior in verse 2 says this:  “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.”    Unless by the work of God’s Spirit light comes to us we cannot see it, we will criticize it, we will rebuke it, we will strike out against it.  When you only have darkness you can see nothing else.  Finally, a light from God has come and it is a great light, and now where there was darkness and even death there is a light, a light that shined upon them.  We are desperate for the light of God to shine upon our nation and upon our family and friends. May we each be prayerful that the light of God will shine and will be seen by those who have no desire to see?

In John 1:6-9 “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness of the light that all men through him might believe.” On the one hand we see the grace and love of God and on the other we see the terrible darkness that is in the hearts of men.  John was sent to witness to man concerning the light of Christ, but the blindness of men was so great that they needed John to point out the light to them.  Imagine there being light but not being able to see it?  When someone has to tell you here is the light you are most certainly very blind.  John we are told is not that light he just came to bear witness of the Christ who alone is the true light, the light that is able to lighten every man in the world.  It was the purpose of John according to Luke 1:79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and to bring them in the way of peace.  How this needs to be our prayer that God will again be gracious and have men who will reveal and point us to the light of Christ.

God knows we are in darkness and that we must be brought out and that it requires a powerful work from Him therefore in 2 Corinthians 4:6 we read: “For God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

In our last lesson we learned in Genesis 1:1-3 that a movement of God was required to deal with the darkness upon the earth and that it required God to say let there be light, now we see that to bring the light of the knowledge of Christ into our lives required a command from God.

Repeatedly we are told that Christ is the light of the world, and because He is, He brings us into all of His light, therefore as a believer if we are to fellowship and know Him we must remain and walk in the light.  As I John 1:7 reads: “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Generally speaking if we have difficulty with a brother it is either because we are not walking in the light or he is not walking in the light, for when we both walk in the light we will have fellowship.

If there is anything that happens in the life of a new believer it is that he loves light and hates darkness.  Wherever there is darkness there is his hatred and disgust.  A believer cannot tolerate darkness for him darkness is an ugly, putrid, scary dimension that he wants nothing to do with.  A non-believer may run toward darkness but a believer will run toward light. The problem for each of us is that darkness can slowly sneak up on us and bit by bit step by step where you are is darker and darker and your eyes have adjusted along with your heart, and there is no awareness until the light of Christ and the light of His Word is shown and you are amazed at the brightness, the clarity, and the joyfulness of the light. You are amazed that darkness had slipped in on you without your notice.  O how this is happening in the church today causing believers to love and accept darkness even feeling comfortable in their darkness without realizing that darkness has penetrated their church, their family and even their own hearts.

John 8:12 “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Yes, He is the light of the world and when we follow Him we will not walk in darkness but we will walk in His light, we will have the light of life in our lives.  John 12:46 “I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.”

There you go, if you believe in Him you will not abide, you will not dwell in darkness.  

We believers have been brought out of darkness and brought into the light of Christ therefore our lives have changed and we no longer live as we once lived.  

I Thess 5:4-5 “But ye brethren are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.” Today, with Christ within us we are lights in a darkened world and because we are we go around hurting the eyes of non-believers.  Around us they need worldly sunglasses that will prevent their hearts from being over-ran by too much light.

Philippians 2:15 “That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world.” The word shine here means to lighten, and it implies that as you and I live in the dark world we enlighten it; we bring a little light into this ugly, gloomy and dark world.  We each must ask ourselves how are we doing?  Are we lightening up the world?  Are we in our daily walk, work and activities hurting anyone’s eyes?

These lessons on darkness and light have touched my heart and helped me to realize that daily I need to be in prayer that God will send His light to my nation, to my community, my family and my own heart that together we might walk with Him and be prepared for His glorious coming.
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