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In a little book of the Bible called Jude we have a very powerful message concerning the kind of men that we should be on our guard for in these latter days.  We will not in this lesson deal with these men and everything we should be on our guard for. Verse 3 and 4 however demand our attention as we think on the things that are happening in the present day church.


“Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints, for certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you.  They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our sovereign and Lord.”

Jude wanted to simply speak concerning the riches of salvation but he felt he had to urge them to contend for the faith, he felt he had to urge them to earnestly struggle and strive to make sure the faith was kept the way in which it had been entrusted to them.  This most certainly is a truth for our day, for there is much connected to the church that is simply off center that is drawing us away from the simplicity of Christ.  The problem, even back in the time of Jude was with men who had already been condemned for the work they are presently doing, men who had secretly crept into the church, who came in like a stealth bomber that was undetected, it is an interesting word used here for it means they “settled along side of you”, and that they “lodged among you”.  Remembering that we recently saw the church growing from a mustard seed to a tree and having birds lodge themselves in its branches we are perhaps given greater light here, perhaps some of the birds that will lodge in the branches of the last days church will be men who are already condemned, men who are godless, men who change the grace of God into a license to sin.  We live in a day when the church is fast coming to the place where anything goes, where we learn that God loves us, that God is in everyone therefore no matter what we do, no matter how we live we are all saved and all heading for heaven.  Yes, these men can even be willing to deny our sovereign Lord.  We must understand the dangerous days we live in and we must earnestly strive for the true faith that we have been entrusted with.


Galatians 1:6-7  “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.” 

As Paul makes clear, he is astonished that very quickly some of the new children were deserting the faith and turning from the gospel to “another gospel” or a “different gospel”.  We must understand that the enemy will do his best to keep us from Christ, and from the true gospel. If we meet the true Christ the Enemy will continue to work to pull us from the Christ into falseness.  This is the day and age that we live in, a day when the enemy is working at pulling people from the true Christ to a false Christ, from the true gospel to a false gospel. As Paul continues he expresses that they are moving into something that is not even the gospel at all but rather is it a perverted gospel. Paul says that what you are getting into is a corrupt gospel.  Now, if with the beginning of the church we had the possibility of being removed from the true Christ and from the true gospel we must realize that today the same is very true.  We must be on the look out for those who would present a gospel that seems okay but is actually perverted and corrupted.  This I happen to believe is happening all around us today, and only true discerning children who are rich in the Word will be aware of it.  Notice as Paul continues that he says it is throwing you into confusion; do you realize how much confusion there is in the religious world today?  In verses 8-9 Paul takes a strong stand against those who would bring a perverted gospel, he contends that they are eternally condemned.  My friends, I hate to share this with you, but there are some who are accepted as big spiritual leaders across our country today who have so perverted the true gospel that they are already eternally condemned.


Notice Paul’s ministry in verse 10 “Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.” This is very important for we have many in today’s ministry who are doing just that; it is their purpose to be men-pleasers, to give the people what they want, what makes them comfortable rather than what is Biblically solid.  Do we not realize that to give the true messages of God is not necessarily to please people, nor to win the approval of men, no, to give the true message removes us from being men pleasers to being men aggravators. How delightful however, to be on Christ’s team rather than man’s team.


In 2 Corinthians 11:1-4 we have a passage that gives to us blessed truth concerning these issues.  In verses 1-2 Paul makes it clear how it was his desire to present us unto Christ as our husband that we might be pure and totally belong to Him, however, in verse 3 he shares his concern:  “But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus, other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.”

Even Paul, the best pastor we know of was concerned for those he had brought to Christ, he was afraid that they would be deceived, deceived in their minds by the craftiness or trickery of Satan, that they would be led astray from their sincere devotion to Christ.  He was afraid that they would be led astray to another Jesus, another spirit, to another gospel from the one they had accepted.  Notice please Paul’s use of how they might remove themselves from Christ to a Jesus, reminding us that Christ is the true Son of God while Jesus could be false, Christ can never be false. You can have another Jesus but you can never have another Christ.  Notice, that very sad last phrase:  “You put up with it easily enough.”

Do you think that is what we have come to in America today?  That men lead us astray into another Jesus, into another perverted gospel and we put up with it easily enough? “Father open our eyes, give us discernment, keep us on the right path, keep us ever upon the foundation of your Son, and ever keep us solidly in the true gospel of Christ.”


As we close this lesson let us close it with 2 Timothy 4:3-5.

“For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of you ministry.”

Imagine, that Paul had to express to Timothy that there was coming a time when men would not put up with sound doctrine. That there would come a time when men would not endure, would not want to tolerate sound, healthy, non-corrupted teaching.  We certainly have come to that place today for many do not want the true Word, while the true children hunger for it.  Instead they will accumulate teachers who will scratch their ears, or tickle their ears with what they want to hear.  There is a whole lot of tickling going on today, there is a whole lot of teaching that simply scratches the ears and gives what people want to hear.  This idea of turning their ears away means that they will “turn back” or even pervert the teaching of the Word. It tells us here that they will desire that men teach them myths or fables, or dreams if you will.  Dreams as we have seen before are what many are preaching from today, preaching dreams rather than the Word of God and men love it to be so.  Paul says to Timothy, but you are to keep your head in all situations that you are to watch in all things.  This is a day when you and I must be watching like never before, for religious deception is real, the enemy leads it, and it is here today. 

