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As we observe our world and the way things are going it causes us great concern.  So many things seem so wrong, so violent, and so cruel.  Life has become so cheap so worthless, that people take lives for a few dollars, for a special jacket, or even just for the fun or thrill of it.  At a time when we may have felt that we would have progressed to better people who would rise above uncleanness, ungodliness, and grossness we have actually fallen deeper into sin and ugliness.  At a time when we would have expected to progress intelligently to the point of receiving respect from our young, things have actually gone in the opposite direction.  


What can be wrong?  What has happened?  Why did education and all our modern inventions not bring us to a greater development? Well, of course all who are Christians, and have an understanding of the Bible understand perfectly.  Biblically speaking the Bible has always made it clear that in the latter days it would become worse not better.  Why?  Because the problem has never been our lack of education or our lack of modern invention or facilities, the problem has always been our hearts.  The problem is spiritual.  The further we are from God, the more hardened we become, the more rebellious, and mean.  God has told us in His Word that this is what would take place in the latter days before His Son returns.


II Timothy 3:1-17 is a passage of scripture that gives to us a list of clear characteristics of people in the last days just before Christ returns. To pick up this passage and to carefully examine it is like reading a modern day newspaper, or listening to the radio.

V. 1 “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.”

The word perilous is used in many different ways in many different translations of the Bible, and yet each wonderfully express to us the way it will be just before our Savior returns.

1. Difficult times.

2. Hard Times.

3. Troublesome Times.

4. Dangerous Times.

5. Stressful Times.

It is easy to see, is it not?  That all of these words accurately describe the days in which we live, days that are difficult, hard and troublesome days, days that are both dangerous and stressful.  Notice that the passage reads that we “should know” that we should be aware of, that we should understand the days in which we live.  Yes, we need to be aware of the times; like it or not we must observe what is going on in our world so that we will be prepared to present Christ and so we will be prepared for His coming.

As we continue it does not take Paul long to get right to the source of the problem. Yes, we live in dangerous days, but why?  What makes them dangerous?

V.2 “For men shall be lovers of their ownselves….”
It does not take long to see where the problem is, for the problem is with man himself.  The center of man has become “self” not God, not Country, not others, but “self.”  When “self” becomes the center of your life, than everything you search for will be for self, for the pleasure of self and for the enjoyment of self, for everything revolves around self. Verse four continues along this theme where we read:  “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.”

If you love yourself, loving pleasures will soon follow. When your priority is self, your priority will be obtaining all the pleasures of this world for yourself and when that happens God and everyone else simply falls by the wayside. That is of course why we read: “rather than lovers of God.”  Man cannot love himself and God at the same time, for when you love self there is not room for the love of God.


As we continue this study let us closely examine each word that is used and the characteristics of man that we can expect to see in these latter days in which we live.

V.2 “Lovers of money” or covetous as some translations say will be a major problem in our world.  This is not hard to understand for if a man loves himself and the pleasures he can obtain for himself the love and desire of money will have to fall into place.  I Timothy 6:10

“Boasters” or braggers will be found among those who love themselves, for they will always want to tell you what they think of themselves.  They are good-looking, they are strong, and they are intelligent.  These folks are arrogant, and they are loud and they do not mind telling anyone all they are, therefore these folks are easily discovered.

“Proud” This individual is very closely related to the boaster.  He is, however, not easily detected.  He is very quiet and subtle concerning his pride.  Like the boaster he is proud but his pride is hidden.  He sits and quietly thinks to himself that he is wonderful; he is talented, so spiritual, so much better than those around him.  Therefore, on the outside this individual appears to be sweet and wonderful, while on the inside he is full of pride and condemnation for others.

“Blasphemers” The word is insulting, and these folks seem to take a great deal of pleasure in insulting people, and hurting their feelings.  Perhaps as they tear others down they lift themselves up. These individuals insult God, and they insult man.  You will remember that the only unforgivable sin is to insult the Holy Spirit.

“Disobedient to parents” Without question one of the serious problems of today is this characteristic.  In the last days, the scriptures teach that our children will be disobedient; Children who will just not naturally obey their parents will become a prevalent reality.  How we see this everywhere today, and O how it breaks our hearts. Certainly a part of this is the direct result of children being raised by parents who love themselves rather than other or God. Parents can be so self-seeking of personal pleasure that they ignore the children and their needs.

“Unthankful” How often we see this characteristic in our society today; Its with those we work, it’s with those we live with; It is an attitude of I deserve this rather than I am thankful for this. Individuals who have this attitude believe they are worthy of having this or that, and therefore are not thankful, and cannot even say thank you to those who reach out to them.

“Unholy” This word has to do with decency, and would express that in the last day’s men will be indecent.  These individuals are gross, and they involve themselves in things that are not accepted by society.  They go beyond what is considered normal, and involve themselves in what is considered abnormal. Are we not shocked at what is going on in our nation today?  The gross sexual things, the indecent and unholy perversions that are placed before us on Television, radio, music and reading material?  The uncleanness of our world is beyond what our grandparents could imagine and yet our society tolerates and allows it to continue. Yet as tragic as it is, the Lord said this is the way it would be in the last days before His Son returned.

“Without natural affection” or unloving as some translations might say; right away we think of homosexuality but that is not what is meant here for it is a word used to describe family.  It should be read: “without family affection.”  In the last day’s men will be so self centered so concerned for selfish pleasure that the natural love of family will fade.  How quickly we are losing what God feels is normal; like husbands and wives loving each other and having affection toward one another; children loving and having affection for parents, and parents loving and having affection for their children is something that no longer is normal for we are rampantly falling into un-natural affection within the family. How else can we possibly understand how children kill their parents and how young parents either abort their babies or simply discard them into trash heaps?  This problem of “without natural affection” is a big one and it is rampant for even our homes are now torn apart by this evil and Godless characteristic that is all around us today.

“Trucebreakers” or traitors as some translations might read, for in the latter days you will not be able to take a man at his word.  Look at the contracts and signatures for agreements today; and it is all because men can no longer be taken for their word, they simply will break agreements in these last days.  The whole idea is that we have come to the place where we are afraid to trust people where as years ago if a person said something in agreement it was as good as any signed contract.

“False accusers” or slanderers as some translations might say and it indicates that in these latter days we live in we will see a lot of individuals who slander others for the pure pleasure of it, individuals who are willing to even falsely accuse others. These slanderers will falsely accuse others simply for the purpose of destroying their name, their jobs, their homes and even their spiritual testimony.

“Without self-control” is a big problem that is everywhere in our world today.  What is happening in the area of loss control is of no surprise to our Lord for He told us through Paul that such days were going to come. These individuals will be slaves to their own lustful passions; all sorts of things that have taken control in their lives will bind them up.  How many there are in today’s world who seem to have no control over the things that bind them, people need to be brought into the victory of Christ that they might break from the things that hold and bind them.

“Brutal” or fierceness will also be something that we see all around us in these last days.  This is a very strong word and means savage; it is someone who is so overwhelmed by the enemy that he is fierce and brutal more like a beast than a man.  Is this not the only way we can understand some of the things that have been done by men, savage things that are more animalistic than human?

It is the men who have become spiritual beasts that are capable of things that are beyond our comprehension.

“Despisers of good” is perhaps one of the ways that we can understand why there is so much badness in our world, and why so many turn from and try to hurt those who stand up for what is good.  It is so sad that we have lost the basics of goodness even to the point that those who are good are despised.

“Having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof.” This phrase is perhaps one of the saddest for it indicates that these individuals are religious, that they have the appearance of being godly.  Probably meaning these folks can be in churches giving the appearance they know and love the Lord but have no real knowledge of the power of God for they have never met Him.  Religious yes, but real in that they are truly led by the Holy Spirit’s power, no; These folks are certainly not true, just religious.

“Always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

Head knowledge these folks have but genuine experience by having met 

Christ and come to the truth, absolutely not. Head knowledge never brings us to truth; only a genuine moving of the Holy Spirit in our lives is able to do that.
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