“Darkness requires Light”

J. W. Sims


We live in a day when there is such darkness, darkness that has been able to clothe itself in light, and that is why it is so dangerous, and why so many do not see its darkness.  We live at a time when we need and when we will continue to need discernment and light, like never before.  In these latter days we must be on our guard as things are changing and preparations are being made for a worldwide deception that will lead to a false religion and a religion that makes you think you are okay when you are not.


As I begin this lesson I want you to understand that it is possible for us to be deceived, sure perhaps not permanently, not in such a way that we can lose what we have in Christ, but deceived to the point of not being where we should be, and even assisting the enemy in these latter days to bring forth and make way for the antichrist.  We must understand that Satan does not simply want to be in the world, he wants to be in the church and it is our job to have nothing to do with his coming into the church.  Remember, he is not simply going to be a leader of economy, and politics, but also of religion and even now is the way being prepared.


I Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed, to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”

We cannot ignore this verse in these last days that we live in, we need to memorize and keep it upon our hearts.  The Spirit of God has made it clear that in these latter days we will have people who depart from the faith, it is just a fact, they will depart meaning they will apostatize themselves which means they will reject Christianity after having said they accepted it. Now if this is true, we can only assume that though these folks professed, they never really knew the Lord.  They are those who I John spoke of in 2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us, but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.”

I think as time passes we are going to be shocked as to what we see in this area, children who we know and love; children who we believed were properly centered are going to reject spiritual things and depart from us. 2 Thessalonians 2:3 “ Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” 

A great falling away is already here, and it is not a falling away from religious things but a falling away from spiritual things and as it says here this must happen before we see the entrance of the antichrist.  This is most serious, for when the falling away comes when it helps set up things for the antichrist, and it is the falling away that we are seeing if we have eyes to see.  


These are the kind of people spoken of in 2 Timothy 3 where we read in verse 5 and verse 7:  “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” and also “Ever learning but never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

These kinds of folks are all around us and as time passes there presence will be more evident.  Religious yes, people who know the Lord, no.  I believe as time passes the true children who are totally and completely Christ centered, and those who are not will become increasingly clear.  I also believe in the coming years that we will see our Father gather the true children round about Him, as I believe He doing even now.

Please note that in I Timothy 4:1 we were told they departed the faith giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.  These folks left Christ because they were seduced into it by evil spirits and by false doctrine.  We must study the Word, we must be alert we must carefully evaluate everything that is being preached, taught and written we must realize that even doctrine can lead us astray especially when the enemy is teaching it.


I John 4:1 “Beloved believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”

In these last days you and I cannot accept everything being presented to us as being from God, as time passes there will be many false prophets and teachers in the world used by the enemy to take you and I off center.  


It is the purpose of this message to assist each one of us to realize that according to the Word of God we must be on our guard, we must be alert, because one of the big problems is going to be spiritual deception, a work to take us from Christ to the antichrist.  Why is this?  We must remember that Satan has always only wanted to be worshipped, and it is his purpose in these latter days to find worship from a deceived people who have accepted him as if he is the real Christ.


As you know one of the most important latter day messages was given to us by Christ in Matthew chapter 24.  Within this wonderful chapter several times Christ points out to us that we must be on our guard for the problem of deception. In a passage of scripture that is pointing out on the things that are coming in the last days repeatedly Christ points out that deception will be a problem.  Therefore, we should not be surprised when people are being deceived, and we should also even realize the necessity of so being on our guard and praying for pastors that they will give us light and truth and keep us straight.

Matthew 24: 4 “And Jesus answered and said unto them, take heed that no man deceive you.”  When the disciples asked Him about the signs of the last days it is vital for us to see that He begins with deception, for deception is the very first thing to be on our guard for.

Matthew 24:11 “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.”

Matthew 24:24 “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

Three times in Matthew 24 our Savior points out the problem of deception, even showing that those who may come to deceive will come showing signs and wonders and even if possible deceive the very elect.  Therefore, we conclude a big problem in these days in which we live is deception, many will be deceived and the deception is so bad and so intense, so world wide that if it were possible even the elect could be deceived.  Now no matter, what we think we know or think we have perceived about the coming of Christ, we now know it will be saturated with deception.  Therefore, stay close to a Godly appointed shepherd, stay close to the Holy Spirit, stay saturated and knowledgeable concerning the Word of God. Never accept religious things coming to you as if they are automatically from God, ask Him to give you light concerning everything.


During the latter days of time, when this world is in turmoil concerning the Great Tribulation one of the big difficulties it will be dealing with is the enemy and his deception, a deception that has already begun but a deception that is direct from Satan and therefore a deception that we must ever watch for and be alert concerning.


Revelation 12:9 “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out unto the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

As we see here, though there will be a time when he is struck down from the air, he was a being who had been deceiving the whole world.  I expect we do not like to think of being deceived but when we do not walk in the light of Christ, and His Word, when we deny the work of the Holy Spirit, we can be deceived into accepting an antichrist as if he is the Christ.


Revelation 13:14 “And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image of the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.”

The one who deceives here is a false holy spirit who works to cause people to accept and worship the antichrist during the tribulation period.  No matter what we think about the days of tribulation we cannot ignore that the tool of the enemy is deception.


When the eighteenth chapter of Revelation is teaching us the truths concerning the Babylonian Harlot and the damage she has brought to the earth and how God will deals with her, we read in verse 23 “And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee; for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by that sorceries were all nations deceived.”

We cannot take time to teach the Babylonian Harlot here as recently we taught it in our McFarland Fellowship, but we need to remember that the spirit of Babylon has always been and here we see that she has deceived the nations.  Therefore, contrary to our thoughts and understanding, deception has always been our problem, in our hearts, in our minds and in our world, from the time of the garden when Eve was deceived, deception has reigned and therefore it is deception we must be on our guard for.


Finally in Revelation 20 when God places the devil in a bottomless pit for one thousand years we read:  “And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled and after that he must be loosed for a little while.”

Yes, as we have repeatedly seen, Satan’s main work is a work of deception always has been and always will be, and the only way that God can keep this deception from going out into the world is to place him in a bottomless pit and seal it up so there will be peace, light, and understanding during the one thousand years of peace.  This is why the thousand years of the reigning of Christ will be so glorious and wonderful, but look at how things change when the devil is released in verse 7 and 8:  “And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth.”

Therein, is the problem of deception made clear for it is the purpose of the enemy to deceive the world, to blind our eyes, to cause us to think that we should reject God and Christ and worship him. Even after one thousand years in a bottomless pit he immediately begins his work of deception. These things are ever more prevalent in our day than they have ever been before, therefore we shall daily pray for light, and understanding less we accept religion for our salvation rather that our Christ.  Children of God walk in the light our Father has given, test the spirits be saturated with the Word, dependent upon the Holy Spirit and ever watching.

