“Deception and the latter days”

Lesson I

J.W. Sims


If there was ever a time in history for the children of God to be on their guard, it is now.  Sure there has always been deception when it comes to spiritual things, but today as we approach the end times it has multiplied a hundred times. No doubt as time passes it will multiply another hundred times as the enemy does his best to draw men to himself and away from the Christ.  There are several passages on my heart that I will carefully and prayerfully present as I work to expose the tactics against the church, tactics, from the enemy, and from men who say they know the Lord and His Word when they do not.


2 Timothy 4:3 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”
Here is why we need to be on our guard during these latter days, and that is because we have come to the time when men will not endure sound doctrine. Today we live in a time when men will not put up with true healthy doctrine from the Word of God.  Men do not want the truth, what they want is to have their itchy ears scratched, in other words they want their ears tickled with those things that are pleasing and encouraging.  Therefore, they heap or literally accumulate and seek additional teachers who will give them what they want.

They will turn from the truth and turn unto fables or tales of fiction rather then the true Word of God.  Therefore, we are urged to watch, to be discreet concerning what we are taught, to endure afflictions, hardship and trouble, because they will certainly come to those who are willing and desirous to give and receive the true Word of God.


I Timothy 4:1-2 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.”

The Spirit of God speaks clearly and distinctly that in the latter times, the times that I believe we are presently living, we can expect that some will depart from the faith, literally removing themselves from the faith a word that could mean deserting the faith which could even have the connotation of revolt. This is what we refer to as the last day’s apostasy and seems to be with us today. Now when these folks do this they will give heed, or adhere to deceiving spirits.  Whether they realize it or not does not matter as that is what they are doing, and in most cases I do not believe they will know what they are doing. You see, they have turned from the faith and in so doing they have turned to deceiving doctrines or false teaching from the enemy; Man just always has to have something to hold on to.

Along with this verse it is important to remember 2 Thessalonians 2:3 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come except there come a falling away first.” As Christians we need to realize and we must be on guard for a defection from the faith, when people, yes, even people within the church will forsake the faith.  


Let us now turn to 2 Peter chapters 2 where we learn how vital it is that we walk in discernment in these latter days knowing that there will be men, false teachers who will be used to lead us astray if we are not careful and dependent upon the Holy Spirit

“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”

False prophets in the Old Testament and false teachers in the New Testament for the enemy is always able to find men who are willing to deceive God’s people for a price. Be it fame, exaltation or money men will take spiritual positions to promote falseness of doctrine to deceive men and to detract from Christ.

William Barclay in his Daily Study Bible points out some important truths concerning these false prophets that are worthy of our time.

To begin with false prophets were more interested in gaining popularity than in telling the truth.  Their policy was to tell the people what they wanted to hear.  They spoke of peace, peace when there was no peace. False prophets would express there was no captivity to come when God had made clear captivity in Babylon was certain.

False prophets were interested in personal gain and would teach for hire, Micah 3:11, which of course would remind us of our New Testament hireling who leaves the sheep when the enemy comes.

A false prophet often has a life that is not right; he may speak one thing while he lives another.  The false prophet is a man who is willing to lead others away from God instead of closer to God. 


Please note that these men are among the people; somehow these men had gotten into the church.  They are not on the outside looking in and trying to bring damage, no, they are within the church somehow through the work of the enemy and our lack of discernment we have allowed them entrance into the church among the children of the Lord.


Years ago I taught the book of Galatians to learn how the enemy does his best to lead us away from the freedom we have in Christ and in that study we learned in chapter 2:4 how there were false brethren who had infiltrated, smuggled into the church in order to spy and learn about the freedom in Christ so as to bring the children into bondage.  Therefore, we learn that this tactic of the enemy is nothing new; he works to bring non-believers into the church in order to bring damage against the church. I am certain that today we need to have open eyes concerning what is going on within the church, sure we need to watch the attacks from the outside, but today it is from within that most of the damage will take place and the same is true concerning us as a nation.


This tactic is also seen in the book of Jude, which is a book that wonderfully parallels our study in this 2nd chapter of Peter and which we will incorporate into our lessons. Please note verse four with me: “For there are certain men crept in unawares who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Here again, we see certain men who have crept into the church, meaning that they lodged stealthily within the church, some how they crept into the church among believers who should have had enough discernment to know who and what they were.  The phrase indicates that they settled along side the believers to bring about their spiritual damage.  Please note that they had already been condemned, even before they began their work, so the indication is that these men are reprobates, unable to be saved, men who have denied the Lord and God, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  These men work to turn the grace of God into lasciviousness.

This is very serious and something that we would not expect in the church but which we are asked to be on our guard for.  These men will turn God’s people from the grace of God to wantonness, which means they will assist them in believing that living like they want to live is just fine, it brings them to a readiness and acceptance for all pleasure.  Therefore, anything and everything goes, do what ever you desire without restraint. Years ago we would not for one moment expect that this kind of attitude could possibly be within the church, but today I think it is pretty prevalent and it has all come through these men who have crept into the church, men who are already condemned. The same thing is seen in verse 18 of 2 Peter chapter 2.


Now, because of the things we see in our world, because of the verses we have presented in this lesson we see the importance and value of Jude 3 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” Apparently, Jude had intended to write a different message then he actually wrote, for he had planned to write some important basic truths concerning salvation. But the Holy Spirit took hold of his heart, and he had to write that we must earnestly contend for the faith, the foundational, true, pure faith that was originally given to us.  If ever there was a time when we must contend for the faith it is in the day and age that we are presently living in. What does it mean to earnestly contend for the faith? It means that we must be willing to fight for, to strive and struggle for the foundational faith that was given to us.  You see, as times passes maintaining the foundational faith is not just a given, it will be a daily struggle for the people of God to keep it and to promote it even in the church.  Yes, the days we live in and the days that will continue are days that will require the true believers to earnestly struggle to keep the faith in the church and in their lives.  May our Father be gracious and give us discernment and strength to keep the faith. 
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