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Discipline is an important and necessary part of life for everyone, whether we are non-Christians or not discipline is needed to assist us in maturing from child to adult.  When we are Christians however we will not only have the discipline of our parents but we will also have the discipline of our Heavenly Father.  I am sure that I do not have to share with you that the problems we have today with our children is the end result of not having discipline in our homes and schools as we once did.


We need to expect discipline from our parents and we need to expect discipline from our Heavenly Father if we are Christians.  Therefore, we should also see the need of yielding and submitting to this discipline knowing that it is for our benefit, knowing that it will keep us safe and lead us to a right and healthy life.


As parents we are responsible before God to properly discipline our children to make sure that they are not given freedom to do as they please when we know it is wrong and damaging to their lives, when we know that the direction they are taking is simply self-centered, selfish, and rebellious.  Discipline of a child should help them see wrong from right and how the world does not revolve around them.  Discipline should also keep them moving toward God and assisting our children to see that there are others that they need to give in too, care for and yield too.  If we do not firmly deal with our children in discipline but rather try to reason with them, in a very short time we will lose them to the world and to the enemy.  We must remember this:  “God is a God of discipline but Satan is a god of rebellion.”  This is why our children are naturally rebellious and this is why we must discipline and not give up because we are soft, tired or too weary.


It is amazing how much of the best thoughts of Biblical disciplines are found in the book of Proverbs a book written for the son of Solomon, a book that wonderfully gives wisdom about life to us all.

When it comes to discipline concerning our children there are all kinds of ideas today.  Certainly we are not near as firm and controlling as we once were and the results of that are seen throughout the land.  Parents seem to have given up their place before God and seem to allow the children to have control of their lives.  Children scream, holler, and manipulate until they get what they want rather than parents controlling the situation and bringing peace into the home.  Too many homes are in turmoil and have no peace because the children are controlling everything.  This is not God’s way because when a child gets his way he generally ruins his life and the lives of those around him.


Proverbs has much to say concerning the value of discipline, a value I believe that comes from God disciplining us, as well as from our parents disciplining us.

Allow me please to just quickly share a few insights from Proverbs concerning discipline, please remember that the word instruction can also mean discipline.

Proverbs 10:17 “He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, but he who refuses correction goes astray.”

Proverbs 12:1 “Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid.”

Proverbs 13:18 “Poverty and shame will come to him who disdains correction, but he who regards a rebuke will be honored.”

Proverbs 15:5 “A fool despises his father’s instruction, but he who receives correction is prudent.”

Proverbs 15:32 “He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, but he who heeds rebuke gets understanding.”

Proverbs 22:15 “foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of correction will drive if far from him.”


Here we see the advantages of submitting to discipline as well as the result of not submitting to discipline.  I feel sure that this is true not just for children of parents but also of Christians to the Heavenly Father.


Let us now look at what for many is a very unacceptable plan for the disciplining of children but yet has a Biblical foundation that is just as necessary today as it was when it was given to us.

The Bible has much to say about using a “rod” in the lives of our children in order to discipline them and keep them straight.  The consequences of not applying the “rod” is weakening our nation and causing it to become corrupt and dangerous.

The word “rod” I am sure means different things to different people, and some will never accept it as a means of disciplining children.  When Proverbs speaks of a “rod” it is speaking of a “rod of correction”.  It is a branch or a stick used in punishing.  Children must be punished in a way that helps them to quickly get it, so that they understand what is acceptable and what is not.

In the Old Testament you have often heard how I have taught that the “rod” represents authority, and I think though I cannot say for sure, that perhaps there is some element of truth here when it comes to disciplining our children, you must have the authority and you must use it. Children do not have the authority in our homes, only the parents do.  So parents set down the laws and apply them, for parents rule and children submit and that is just the way it is.

Is this “rod” simply symbolic or are there times when a proper spanking is Biblical and necessary? I think that the Lord wants us to realize that yes there is such a thing as using a “rod”, a branch a stick for disciplining of a child.

It does not take much for the child to get the message, it is not something that needs to be used when the child matures, It is the initial use of the spanking to assist the young child who has no understanding how to know right or wrong behavior, as the child learns and grows the need of this kind of “rod” will soon pass.  Then, I believe a different kind of “rod” can be used. The longer however we put off the use of the “rod” the greater will become our problem and we will lose control of our children.


Proverbs 13:24 “He who spares or withholds the rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly.”

If you love your son you will use the rod, and if you hate your son you will not.

If you are going to discipline, you need to do so immediately, as soon as is convenient.   I do not have to tell you that you must be careful today with publicly disciplining your child; this is something that must be carefully done. It must however be done. You must always show your child that you are in control, not the child.


Proverbs 29:15 “The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.” No child can simply be left to itself without being given correction, if so they will only bring shame.  The rod must be applied along with rebuke otherwise there will never be peace.


In our world we are taught that spanking a child will bring psychological damage, that we may hurt the child emotionally and mentally for life but turn with me to Proverbs 23:13 “Do not withhold correction from a child, for if you beat him with a rod, he will not die.”  When we properly, led by God correct our children with the rod they will not die, we will not harm them, in fact as the next verse reads we will deliver his soul from hell.  See why the use of the “rod” is so vital; by it we are able to save our children from hell.


Discipline, correction, rebuking, keeping in check and punishing are so important for we read in Proverbs 5:23 “He shall die for lack of instruction, and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.”  Discipline will keep us from foolishness as well as from going astray.  How many children do you think might be going astray and on their way to hell as a result of no discipline?


The world is much more under the control of the enemy today than it was when we were children, and as a result the need of firm, strong discipline is greater than ever before, other wise we are going to lose our children. Therefore, we must be strong as parents and we must sometimes do what we do not want to do, but what we know will be the spiritual best for our children.

Proverbs 19:18 “Chasten your son while there is hope, and do not set your heart on his destruction – or worry about his crying.”  Too many will not apply the “rod” because he may make the precious little thing cry, but we are to ignore the crying knowing that this will bear fruit.


Perhaps more than any other age raising children today is the worse ever, there is such a lack of discipline in our school system, there is such a pull of the world, such a freedom in society, there is such an acceptance of sin and wrongness that even our Christian young people have been pulled into its grip.  Girls dress improperly and boys feel that a date should soon lead to a sexual experience and therefore we have our work cut out for us.  It is a work that never stops and it goes on and on weakening and tiring us, causing us to want to give up but we must not give up for the enemy wants our children and we must stand between Him and his pull upon them


Proverbs 29:17 “Correct your son, and he will give you rest; yes, he will give delight to your soul.”

We live in such a busy and fast paced world that most of us are usually worn out and only want some rest, as a result we may simply not want to discipline our children because we are tired.  As the verse reads however, if we really want rest, if we expect to one day have rest we need to correct our children.  Eventually through the faithfulness of discipline we will have rest in our homes as well as in our hearts, in fact through the faithfulness of our discipline our children will one day be the delight of our lives.  Do we ultimately want rest, do we one day want our children to be the delight of our lives?  Than we must not give up we must ever seek God for wisdom, strength and faithfulness in being able to continue disciplining our children on into maturity.

May God be with us all and assist us in the awesome work that He has given to us as parents.
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