“Driven or Led?”

J.W. Sims


God’s work is God’s work, it is not my work and it is not your work.  Only God can do God’s work; man’s ideas, man’s thoughts, man’s methods and man’s plans have no place in God’s work.  When it comes to real, genuine, spiritual work, God alone is able to perform.


We cannot do God’s work, we can be used of God to do His work but without God we can do nothing; we are not workers for God, we are workers with God.  Though what I am here saying is very simple, and though in the early years of the church it was a known truth, I think today in our modern America we have forgotten this truth.  Today we seem to think that because of our intellect, training and finances, we can do God’s work, this, however, is a very false truth.


If we are workers with God, we will have to know what God wants to do and what God is doing.  We will have to be where God is and we will have to be following, not leading.  This I also think is a problem with us today, we like to lead and expect God to follow, we like to come up with the program and expect God to bless.  This however, is simply not God’s way because the program is His and we are expected to follow.  If we are workers with God we will have to be a people of prayer.  We will have to learn how to wait and how to rest. Its difficult when we have so much fleshy energy, but God does not ask for our fleshy energy He asks for us to allow Him to move.

We will have to learn not to rely upon self, upon our ability, and our intellect.  We will have to learn not to implements a plan that man has put together, but only what God has put together. 


As several of you know, from bulletins I have recently written and from conversations we have had, I have a real burden and a real problem with the present Purpose Driven Church ministry.  It is, I believe, a program that has been put together by man, and has been used more in the business world than in the church.  It is from man and it is for man, and not necessarily of the Holy Spirit, and yet some 200,000 churches across America have bought into this program as if this is the only way to reach men for Christ.  Its purpose is to bring the seeking people into the church by entertaining and giving them what they want, and in the process it often places a church in turmoil and drives out the true children of God.  This work will bring the godless in and shove the Godly out, if they have enough discernment to get out.  We cannot do God’s work using man’s methods, for ours is not to be driven by a program but to be led by the Spirit of God.  The main purpose of church is to gather the children together to worship the Lord, not to give the world what it wants and thus corrupt the true Body of Christ.


What we need is a movement of God, a movement from Him that opens the eyes of the children, that gives light to the shepherds.  We are to do nothing until He moves, and then we simply move with Him; not for Him, not a head of Him, but always with Him.  When we begin to work with God, when we learn to wait upon Him and rest in Him, when we learn to follow rather than lead, we find ourselves enjoying ministry and not becoming exhausted by the work we do, but rather actually being refreshed.


My desire is to simply point us to a few important verses concerning the need of the Spirit of God rather than the work of man in this lesson.  We cannot do it, so we should realize it and stop trying.  If we have a job it is to ask God to move, so we will not have to.  I can’t bring a person to the Lord, and you can’t bring a person to the Lord, I can’t build a church, and you can’t build a church, all of this work is God’s work.

Genesis 1:1-2 clearly gives to us the condition of our world as well as the condition of an individual’s heart that is without God.  After it does this it reveals to us the only way victory and fruitfulness can come. It has never changed, for as there was darkness, emptiness and devastation in Genesis, so there is in our world, and as the Spirit of God had to move so the Spirit of God has to move today also.  Not my work, not your work, not even the work of the church unless it is yielded to God and following after Him.

Notice the work of the Spirit in Ezekiel in chapter one verse 12 and verse 20. These are the divine faces of Christ and this is a living angelic being that is beyond our comprehension, but all I want to point out to you is how it was all led by the Spirit of God.

I Corinthian 2:11-12 is important for us as it makes clear if we are to know the thoughts of God we must know the Sprit of God. Therefore, all who want to truly be part of giving forth a genuine ministry for God will have to be close to the Spirit.  Please notice that there is a spirit of the world, and believe me when that sprit is allowed into the church the church will be devastated.  Notice as you look at verse 13 that we cannot use the words of human wisdom in declaring the Word, we cannot use man’s devices, which I believe is truly being done in The Purpose Driven Church.
Along with this I Timothy 4:1 becomes essential to our lesson, for there we read: “The Spirit speaks expressly that in the latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”

Am I so bold as to imply that what is being presented to the church today in the Purpose Driven Church is so dangerous and so off base that it just might come under this verse?  I guess I am that bold as I see it very possibly as a program that might very well be from deceiving spirits who have brought into the church a false doctrine, a false method of ministry that will corrupt the church and cause God to lose glory and worship, not to mention the devastation to the children of God.


When it comes to ministry, it is God’s work and our responsibility is simple, which is to wait upon Him and to follow in the path that He leads.  
A good verse to remember when it comes to listening to God and yielding to Him in the church’s outreach is Isaiah 40:13  “Who has understood the mind of the Lord, or instructed Him as His counselor, who did the Lord consult to enlighten Him? And who taught Him the right way?  Who was it that taught Him knowledge or showed Him the path of understanding?”


We must slow down, we must stop, we must fall before the Lord and give to Him the freedom He desires and deserves, Did He not declare in Psalm 127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.”  There is just so much vain labor today, for man somehow over the years accepted the idea that the Lord needed him to build the house.  The Lord never has needed us to build His house, He simply asks us to rest in Him and rely upon Him as He gives us guidance and moves through us by His Spirit.


When one reads through the book of Acts he cannot miss the work of the Holy Spirit when it came to building the church.  He chose those who were to serve, and He directed them as to where they should serve and what they should do in service.  Acts 9:31 is the only verse I will share with you as it summarizes His work:  “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.”

Here is the blessed work of the Spirit of God when it came to ministry; He encouraged, and comforted the children as He worked to multiply the church.  That’s right, not only did He comfort, and encourage the people but also He was also involved in the multiplying of the ministry.  That is right, it was the work of the Spirit that was needed to build the church.


Because of the great work of the Spirit when it comes to the building of the church we are to carefully stay out of the way and give to Him the freedom He needs, and as the scripture teaches we must be careful neither to grieve nor to quench the spirit.  These two things I believe man is doing today. We are so busy doing the work of the Spirit ourselves that we are grieving and quenching Him, and when we do that we prevent Him from touching hearts, bringing conviction and bringing people to Christ.


As I close this lesson I want you to know that Satan drives, He pushes, He always has, but when it comes to the Lord He never drives, He only leads.  So I ask, what would you like in your life, as well as your ministry, do you want to be driven, or do you want to be led?  Do you want to be pushed and forced or do you want to be gently encouraged and led by His hand?
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