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The following represents notes used in presentation of a Sunday message, a message that parallels Jude and meant to assist us in being on guard concerning the things we see in ministry today.

The book of Jude and 2 Peter chapter two wonderfully parallel each other to the point that some have said, that one or the other must have copied the other’s material.  Vernon Mcgee however said, that when God wants you go get a message that is important He may give you that message two times.  If ever there is a message that God wants us to get it certainly is this one.

The Old Testament had its false prophets and the New Testaments has its false teachers.

There are false teachers who know the truth but who are deliberately giving people falseness for wrong and improper motives.  There are also however false teachers giving false messages out of pure ignorance.

Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 

These false teachers bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”

These damnable heresies are destructive – so no matter what we thing these teachings are, they are destructive  - and as we see they will bring swift destruction to the men who present them, V.12.

A heresy can be a self-chosen doctrine, a doctrine that is yours but not God’s, therefore it is false.  Look at I Cor. 11:19 as God allows heresy to reveal men.

“Many” will follow their pernicious or destructive ways.”  Now this brings us right down to where you and I live today, for we live in a day when many are following destructive false prophets that will bring them to destruction. Today as time passes we will be in the “few” not in the “many”.

“These men speak evil of the way of truth” And this of course is all around us – it is not going to go away but will increase as time passes therefore we must contend for the faith, in our ministry we must keep solidly in the Word.

V.3 “Through covetousness or greediness with feigned words they will make merchandise of men.” Most false teachers are in it for the money, and they use feign words which can mean factious or false words but even more so it may mean to mold or form, in other words they use words to mold the thinking of men and women and believe me this is exactly what is taking place in the New Age Movement through the Purpose Driven Church, the Emerging Church and the Post-Modern Ministry.  Men and women in churches all over the country are being molded and they do not even know it.  Notice please that they are only making merchandise out of those they minister too, that is they are using people for their own purposes.

Verses 4-6 just like Jude makes it clear that God is a just God and He will deal with these men just like he has dealt with others.

V.10 I believe continues to give info concerning these false teachers.

They walk after the flesh and not after the Spirit as we are told to do, for after all we have already learned in Jude, that they do not have the Spirit in their lives.

They walk in the lust, in the desire of uncleanness. They long for unclean things and that would be easy to understand based upon verse 14.

They despise government  - not just worldly government but spiritual government, as they hate any kind of authority over them.  

They are presumptuous and self-willed both meaning they are self-centered men doing as they please doing what lifts them up for they are not Christ centered.  Could also mean they are very daring in what they say and what they believe.

As we have seen they are not afraid to speak against dignities – or angelic beings in high places, places ordained by God.

V.12 “Natural brute beasts” Unreasonable animals, animals out of control for here they are not even spoken of as men.

“Utterly perish”  “Shall receive the reward of unrighteousness” Why?

They count it pleasure to riot in the daytime – they live a life of luxury is implied in this word, and they do it even in the broad daylight.

“Spots” Unlike the spots in Jude that refers to hidden rocks these spots and spots that defile because where ever these men are they defile the precious holiness of God and His Word.

“Blemishes” Do you remember that the lamb that was offered had to be without blemish?  Meaning without fault, for these men have plenty of fault in their lives that has never been covered by the blood of Christ.

“Sporting” Implies reveling, for these men enjoy the pleasures of this world and they revel in all that it offers, and they do so while feasting with you.  They enjoy the world while they still gathering for fellowship, and they do all of this while deceived.

These eyes full of adultery certainly can imply an adulterous heart, but it most certainly implies unfaithfulness to Christ and His Word for these men bring spiritual adultery into the church. Consequently, they cannot cease from sin.

“Beguiling unstable souls” There are so many today who are unstable in spiritual things, even in mental and emotional things and therefore they are easily beguiled, deceived or as this word implies trapped.  Yes, false teachers are setting traps for unstable, uninformed believers, people who are wavering in their faith because they are not solid in Christ and in His Word. Is it any wonder we need shepherds, true men of God who will teach people to become solid in the Lord so that they will not be beguiled?

Again, we also see that they have covetous practices and are cursed children.

V.15 “They have forsaken the right way and they have gone astray.

V.17 “Wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest, to whom the mist of darkness is reserved. 

With their swelling words, or bulging over words, for these men have an abundance of words, words that come from their hearts and minds, not God’s.  They can preach and they can preach an abundance of eloquent words that may tantalize those who have itching ears but they are not words of truth, Words that allure or trap men into their falseness.

Wantonness as we saw in Jude speak of a license to do as you please, it is like the Modern Day church that wants to bring everyone into its ministry without repentance, without living a moral life and expressing to them that is okay, you can live as you please because God loves you and His grace is sufficient.  It is this kind of thinking that causes the church to become the friendly seeking church that wants worldly men and women to come on in and fellowship with us, even though you have never met Christ and never been changed by His Spirit.

V.19 “While the promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.”  These false teachers bring these folks into their ministry and cause them to feel free, to live as they please, to express joy and happiness to them, while even they are not really free for they are in bondage to corruption, and guess what? so are the ones they minister to.

Verse 20 really brings the truth home to these men, for it they knew genuine spiritual truth but have left it they are in serious trouble.

These truths need to be studied, they need to be taught, and we need to be on guard for these type of men are all around the church today and they are destroying would be believers.
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