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One of the needed and blessed truths that we need to understand, accept and rest in is the blessed fact that we through Christ have not only been forgiven, but also delivered from the demands of the law.  The law demands perfection, and if you offend in one area you are guilty of all.


Christ has come not only to bring us forgiveness for sin, but also to deliver us from meeting the standards of the law by our own ability, something that is unattainable.  The book of Romans as well as the book Galatians takes up this important issue.


Today as we begin this presentation we need to realize that this problem of bringing people back into the law of do’s and don’ts is still very much with us.  There are still many who will act as if Christ is not all you need, because after all after you receive Christ you also need to live the life by your own personal effort, you still have to submit yourself to being obedient to the demands of the law or to any rules and regulations that your church sets up. This type of procedure is not Biblical for it detracts from the full value of Christ, the fact that He not only forgives us but that He has become the fulfillment of the law.


In Galatians chapter 1:6 Paul cannot believe, he marvels that anyone who had come into the grace of Christ would ever turn away from that grace.  Why would anyone who had newly discovered that Christ was all they needed for salvation and for the living of the Christian life ever return back into the law of doing it by you’re their own strength? Paul cannot believe it, and yet so many do the same today; certainly it is a work of the enemy to bring the Lord’s children back into bondage.


To follow this kind of procedure is to be going into another gospel, which as Paul says, really is not another gospel but actually a perverted gospel and anyone who would take the Lord’s children into a perverted gospel should be cursed, verses7-9.


Paul makes clear where he received his message of the true gospel in verse 12: “For I neither received it from men nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  

The true gospel is a message that is from Christ Himself, and Paul received this light directly from Him and it is this revelation that we each must rest in when it comes to the blessed gospel. Christ alone has become our Savior and He not only brings us forgiveness but He also brings to us deliverance and victory.

Anyone who brings us another message is bringing to us a perverted gospel and God will deal him or her.


Paul has been presenting Christ as the answer to everything, He alone is our salvation and He alone is our deliverance, the only one who is able to meet and fulfill the demands of the law.

In Galatians however, there are a group of people, no doubt Jews, who come into the local body to spy out the freedom that these children have found in Christ.  You see the enemy does not appreciate it when we see Christ as the answer to our needs and will do anything he can to detract us from Him. Therefore, he will work to use individuals to pull us away from Christ and to once again bring us back into the bondage of the law. Let us look at these individuals together beginning with chapter 2:4:




“And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage.”

Please note that the purpose of these individuals was to sneak in to this body simply to spy, to search out the freedom that these believers had in Christ. What was done in Paul’s day most certainly is still being done in our day, for the enemy still hates it when the Lord’s children trust the Lord not only for salvation but also for victory in their lives.  Notice the things we learn concerning these individuals:  They are false brethren, not true brothers, they come in secretly, sneaking in, they are spies, and some translations refer to them as infiltrators.  I do believe that even today the enemy is still sending infiltrators into local bodies to bring us back into the bondage of the law.

In 1:7 we learn that they are troublers, perverters and accursed individuals, so God’s opinion of such folks is not very high. Again in 5:10 Paul refers to them as troublers.  Imagine having these kinds of people sneaking into your church: troubling, perverting, and working to cause people to lose sight of Christ. In 5:7 we read: “You ran well, who hindered you from obeying the truth?” Now we see that they are also hinderers, in that they keep us from moving on into the freedom and growth of Christ. Notice also that they are individuals who keep us from truth, and therefore bring us into falseness.  How careful we must be to rest in the security of Christ. How we must be on guard not to allow anyone to detract us from Christ.  You see, what these individuals were doing was saying that sure Christ is okay, you can have Christ you need Christ, but, you also need the law.

Any time anyone tells you that sure you need Christ, but you also need such and such you know that it is the old problem of Galatianism.


Notice the strong feelings Paul had concerning these individuals in 2:5 “to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.”  Every church wants to grow today; therefore we are sometimes to quick to bring into the church individuals who should not be brought it.  These folks Paul would not give place even for one hour.  He immediately dealt with them and would not tolerate them being in that ministry bringing that perversion of the gospel.  Today we must have this same attitude less our ministry become corrupted from Christ. It may seem harsh when you must force someone out of a church but we must not tolerate those who have a message of Christ plus something else.


Paul gives to us the clear message of the gospel in this book of Galatians for in 2:16 we read: “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” There it is as clear and as simple as Paul can make it, it is by faith in Christ Jesus.  If you try to be justified by the works of the law you are in trouble because no one can ever be justified by the law for we cannot meet its standards.

We, as we see here can only be justified through Christ by our faith in Him.  How many there are however that just cannot seem to accept this sweet and wonderful plan of God.  The clearness of this view is also seen in Galatians 2:21 “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.” If we all could be justified by keeping the law there certainly would have been no reason for the Savior to die.  This message is so important that Paul did not just give its truth in Galatians but also in Romans for there in Romans 3:20 we read:  “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”


Paul continues his letter in Galatians 3:1 with some very strong language:

“O foolish Galatians!  Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?”  

He refers to them as being foolish, as having been bewitched, having had a spell put upon them, as a person who has been deceived into accepting this false view and turning from the truth.  If any of us turn back to the law after coming to Christ, this is what we are:  Foolish and bewitched.

In verses 3-6 it is made clear that it is all by faith and never by our works that we can be justified.  Let us learn to rest in verse 13 “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us.” 

Surely Christ has delivered us from the law, and it therefore no longer has a hold on our lives, but what of the law, has it no purpose?  Most certainly the law has a purpose and that purpose is pointed out in 3:24-25 “Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith but after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.” You see the purpose of the law was to show us our sin as well as our inability to meet its standards and therefore bring us to Christ.  Once it has brought us to Christ we no longer need the law.


In 4:9 Paul gives to us a picture of the law: “How is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage?  The law is always that which is weak and beggarly meaning poor.  No, the law can never be as rich and powerful as the work of the Holy Spirit within our lives. In verse 11 he continues: “I am afraid for you, lest I have labored for you in vain.” To bring someone into the richness and freedom of Christ only to have him or her return to the law would be a great loss to any shepherd. Paul’s real purpose for the lives of those whom he ministers too is seen in verse 19 “My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you.”  Paul is certainly not concerned about anyone trying to live according to a set of rules, but that Christ Himself would be formed in them that they might be enriched by all that Christ is.  This only is the Christian life.


In 5:1 we read: Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke on bondage.”

Once we come into the liberty of Christ we are to remain there and never allow ourselves or anyone else to take us back into the law. As he states in verse 2: “If we go back into the law, Christ will profit us nothing, we will be a debtor to keep the whole law.”  If we have gone back to the law as verse 4 reads we will be estranged from Christ, we will have fallen from Christ.  What Christian in this world would want to fall from God’s grace?


As Paul continues he cannot understand how this happened, he expresses: “you ran well, who hindered you from obeying the truth?” How many there are who would hinder, beat us back from enjoying all the wonderful freedom and grace of God.


Since we would all agree that the law is important and its fulfillment vital we are left with a question: “How can its demands be answered?” Certainly the fulfillment of the law is all taken care of by Christ Himself, since He is the fulfillment of the law, there are however some indications as to how it is fulfilled in you and I.  Chapter 5:14 “For all the law if fulfilled in one word, even in this: you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In I John we learn that the way in which we know we are Christians, is by the fact that we love the brethren.  The confirmation of being a Christian as well as the fulfillment of the law is by the fact of love.  We continue on to learn in verse 16 as well as verse 18: “I say then; walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”  “But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”


In conclusion in order to understand how this works we need to realize that since the Christian is no longer under the law it does not mean that he can live any way he chooses to live.  A Christian is actually under a higher and more intricate law for he is under the law of the Spirit.  The Christian no longer by fleshy effort tries to meet the demands of the law and live for God, but now by the Holy Spirit within him, he listens to the direction of the Spirit and by the Spirit also lives the Christian life.  Therefore, though we come out of the stress and strain of fleshy effort to live for God we then come into the resting in the Spirit that brings us into the rest of Christ and the victory of the Spirit.  How much more blessed is this?  How much more victory and peace does this bring?  See why we must never allow anyone to bring us back into the bondage of self-effort but that we would ever remain in the richness and victory of the Spirit.  This alone brings the joy of Christian experience.  Our answer now to those who say we have to much freedom to live like we want to live is no, my friend for though we have been delivered from the rules of the law we have now come under the leading of the Holy Spirit.
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