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Contrary to what many might believe today, genuine spiritual ministry is rare.  Ministry that builds up the Kingdom comes from God and is done by God and never is done by the hand of man.  We are only tools and instruments in the hand of God and no one can be so gifted in his flesh or so trained in his intellect that he can do great things for God.  This is something that I am not sure the modern day Church understands.  We believe that if people are charming, naturally gifted, strong in what they do they can do much for God – in fact we have bought into the false message that we can do things for God.


Real ministry when we are involved in it is the most precious.  It brings to us personal satisfaction and enjoyment, it does not wear us out or burden us.  By it we receive peace, rest, joy and strength, for real ministry refreshes us not drains us.  When we are truly involved in ministry the way the Lord wants us to be we will not become burned out, we will not become exhausted nor full of sorrow.  True ministry is by only one means and that is Christ flowing thru us, if it is Christ flowing thru us there is no personal effort, strain or work, for it is not we but He thru us. When we have learned that we yield and He flows we will never have the need to retire, but will be strong, enthused and energetic until He is ready to remove us. Serving Him in our flesh brings exhaustion while serving Him in our spirits brings renewal.  This only is the kind of ministry we need today for this kind of ministry is the only kind that builds the Kingdom for it is led and done by our Lord and only He can build the Church and only He can receive the glory.


You and I must not push, we must not force, we must not go before Him in our enthusiasm but we must learn to wait, to yield, and to allow Him to move within that all will be for His glory.  We need to understand this truth, and we must each be prayerfully asking the Lord what does He want me to do?  So on the one hand I am expressing that you not move a head of God and on the other hand I am expressing that you ask for His will and when He reveals it that you be willing to be used.  All sitting and resting is not spiritual, when we have been called to allow ourselves to be used.


If you just do it in the flesh there will be no real spiritual profit; sure you may build a building and a Church, but you will not build the kingdom, for only the Lord can build the Kingdom.  You will soon have a ministry that falls and fades and you will soon be spiritually exhausted and no longer enthused concerning spiritual things.   So there is an important balance to all of this that we need to receive and understand.


Psalm 127:1 is essential to all ministry today; we must grasp the truth of what the Lord is teaching us:


“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the Lord guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”

There is too much of this kind of labor today, it is vain labor, and it is vain because it is man doing it rather than God.  The Lord Himself has to be given freedom to build His house for we cannot and if we try we are only doing it in vain. The idea here is that it would all be useless.  I realize that most commentaries speak of this as someone’s house, or a city but is it not also true concerning the Church itself? Note also that it is the Lord we need to be the watchman over our ministry, if He does not watch over it we can stay awake all night but we will still be attacked.

Yes, the work of ministry is not my work nor is it your work it is the work of the Lord. If anything we should be praying that the Lord would build His Church and our ministry that He would watch over it and when He has a desire for us to work a work that He will reveal this to us and assist us in yielding to Him.

Like Mary we must learn to sit at the feet of the Savior until He expresses what He desire us to do in our Church as well as in our individual lives.


So now we know we cannot do it?  What must we do after we have prayed, and after we have given Him the freedom He needs to work?  After He has touched our heart to perform a work what do we do? Well, we need to learn from Paul, for though we see him as a very strong and forceful man, he really was not for his whole attitude of ministry is seen in I Corinthians 2:3:


“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.”

Here is the real Paul, and it is this that made him so strong in the hands of the Lord – Paul had told us that he had no confidence in the flesh in Philippians 3:3.

Now he expresses to us what he was in himself:  I came to you in feebleness – in frailty – even in sickness. He also said that he came to them in alarm, being afraid – and finally that he came trembling in anxiety.  The whole idea was that Paul did not trust himself, nor has he confidence in what he was or had to offer.  Paul makes it clear that if there is to be anything that spiritually takes place it will have to be because of the Lord and never because of Him.  This is the key to all ministries, for each of us. This attitude is what makes us useable, it makes us so we will rely upon the Lord to ministry thru us – only these kinds of people are used of the Lord to bring forth spiritual life to others.


Allow me now to share with you a couple of passages concerning ministry that is not often thought of nor understood.  The first is found in Ezekiel 44:15-18 and reads: 

 “But the priests, the Levites, the Sons of Zadok, who kept charge of my sanctuary when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near me to minister to me; and they shall stand before me to offer to me the fat and the blood, says the Lord God.”

As you will remember in the Old Testament only a Levite who was a priest could minister in the sanctuary of the Lord.  It was a very physical and outward kind of ministry that meant many spiritual things that few really understood.  When they ministered they ministered unto the Lord, for all ministry is unto the Lord, and when they ministered they ministered standing before Him and offering up the sacrificial offerings for the sins of men.

V.16” They shall enter my sanctuary, and they shall come near my table to minister to me, and they shall keep my charge.”

Only these priests could enter into the presence of the Lord and only they could come unto His table to minister unto Him and to keep His charge.  Thus ministry was to be performed by special people who God alone had decided could minister.  Ministry today still needs a calling though its work is not as outward as it once was and God does not deal, as severely with individuals who try to minister when they have not been called to do so.

V.17 “ And it shall be, whenever they enter the gates of the inner court, that they shall put on linen garments; no wool shall come upon them while they minister within the gates of the inner court or within the house”

Now this really catches us off guard for we now realize that even the way that these priests were dressed was important to God.  This of course is beyond our understanding today since most individuals do not equate the way they are dressed with whether or not they can minister.  We have come into the freedom of Christ today and the way we dress does not make a difference in ministry as long as we are clothed in Christ. But back here in the Old Testament every detail of ministry had to be according to the plan of God.  Here God says when you minister you must be in linen clothing, and never in wool.  This may be strange to us but when we read the next verse we begin to gain understanding.

V.18 “They shall have linen turbans on their heads and linen trouser on their bodies; they shall not clothe themselves with anything that causes sweat.”

Now we learn that the reason for linen rather than wool is so that they would not sweat when they ministered unto the Lord.  Well that is very nice but what does it teach? The spiritual truth given in this Old Testament passage is vital for it teaches us than when we minister unto the Lord, when we serve Him in the Church and in every aspect of the ministry we must not sweat, in other words what we do is not to be from our own effort, from our own struggle, from our own busyness for when it is from us it produces sweat but when it is true ministry with the Lord working thru us there is no sweat, there is no fleshy effort of man but it all for Him.  Now I ask you this: How much work of the Church today do you think is simply from the sweat of man?  How careful we must be to stop doing the work of God and allow Him to do His work of ministry thru us for only in this way will spiritual richness and eternal ministry really take place.  God desires no sweaty ministries today, He wants not wool in His work, but only linen clothing as His Son is given freedom to ministry in His Church.


Now turn with me to another passage that touches on ministry and is found in 2 Samuel 6.  Here we find that the Ark is not where it belongs, it is not with the people of God.  David wants to get it back where it is suppose to be, but in the process of moving it they ignore God’s orders in how it should be moved from one place to another.   We must remember that Old Testament ways were very meticulous according to the desire of God; every rule and direction of God had to be followed and if you did not there was consequences.

Today again, Christ has changed ministry and given to us a freedom that was never known in the Old Testament.

V.3 “So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.”

V.4 “And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went before the ark.”

Now this was a happy time for the Ark would come to where it belonged and in verse five we see that David even played music before the Lord on all kinds of instruments …” You must remember that the ark is always symbolic of the presence of God therefore where the ark was there was the blessing, power, and protection of God.  Everything they once had by having the ark you and I now have by having Christ.

But in verses six thru seven something happens that is difficult for us to comprehend, but when we do, it teaches a wonderful spiritual truth.

V.6 “ And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled.”

This would seem like a proper thing to do, it is something that would come naturally to any of us if we were there.  The oxen stumble and in order to keep the ark from falling Uzzah put out his hand to steady it.

V.7 “Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the ark of God.”

How thankful we are that ministry is different than it use to be.  God is here teaching us a wonderful truth that is vital to ministry today. Ministry is not to be touched by a fleshy hand even if it is a sincere touch.  This was a fleshy touch of something that was very spiritual and God become very angry.  The spiritual ministry of the Church is deep, rich and wonderful it is far more than many ever comprehend and we are often doing the work of God with our own hand rather than with the hand of God.  And what does it produce?  Whether we realize it or not it is producing death.  Today it is not physical death but spiritual death; there is death in the Church today as a result of men simply involving themselves in the work of God without His calling and without His leading.  We of course say, but the ark would have fallen over if he had not steadied it, do you really believe that?  This is the ark of God, it is that which implied the presence of God; do you think it needed the help of man?  Of course not, but many in the Church today believe that Christ needs their help.  In our previous verse we stated that there is too much sweat in ministry today and now based upon this verse we say there is too much death in the Church today.  Where there is death in a ministry you can feel it, it is real, and there is darkness, coldness and a hardness there that is real.  But in a ministry where there is life, you also can feel that for there is light, warmth and softness.

Again there may be some who would greatly criticize God for what took place here, and that is really because we can never understand the ways of God nor the demand He has that we follow the pattern He lays down.

Look at David’s reaction:  V.8 “ And David became angry because of the Lord’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah to this day.”  Even David, who loved God and knew the way of God, became angry with God, but he did not remain that way.  Sure it is easy to become angry at God when He does not do things they way we believe He should but to ever remain angry against the Lord will eat up and destroy our lives for His ways are always the best way even when we do not understand them.

In verse 9 we learn that after this David was afraid of the Lord.  It is easy to become afraid of God when you realize all the power and control He has. Many today are angry and afraid of God and therefore have cut themselves off from Him and you know what? They are miserable for it and whether they realize it or not they are wasting their lives.

As I close remember this, that if they had transported the ark the way God said it should be transported none of this would have happened.  This was not God’s fault this was man’s fault, it was the direct result of disobeying God, but who received the blame?  That’s right it is always the Lord who receives the blame for what we ourselves have done or allowed.
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