“If you won’t, I will”
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In our studies of spiritual leaders we now come to another passage that is vital to our understanding.  The things we have seen in Jeremiah 23 and the things we will now see in Ezekiel 34 are most certainly the kind of things that we can even see in our day and age, especially in American ministry.

Where Jeremiah 23 dealt with prophets, Ezekiel 34 will deal with shepherd, but both represent spiritual leaders among the Lord’s children, who should be doing the job, but are not.

V.2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, thus saith the Lord God unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flock?”

As we saw in Jeremiah 23 we now see in Ezekiel 34 that Yahweh is against the shepherds.  How can you have any kind of ministry if God is against you?  In Jeremiah 23 the leaders were feeding the children, but they were feeding them corrupt food.  Here we see that basically speaking the leaders are not even feeding the children but are feeding themselves. If there is anything we learn in the Word, it is that shepherds have a priority of feeding the sheep, and these shepherds were not doing that. These shepherd do not feed the sheep, but they sure feed themselves.  What all this means we may never be sure, but it seems from the context of the passage that these shepherds are taking from the sheep and gaining more and more for themselves.  So, I think these shepherds are getting more in a materialistic sense than these sheep are getting in a spiritual sense. They do not feed the sheep spiritually but they feed themselves materialistically.  Do you think that this is happening today?  It is possible that some shepherds feast upon the Word and obtain a great deal for themselves but do not give it out to the sheep; so that the shepherds have much more spiritually than do the sheep.  “Should not the shepherds feed the sheep?” Most certainly, for this is their number one job.

Look at what these shepherds do:

V.3 “Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool. Ye kill them that are fed; but ye feed not the flock.”

These shepherds eat the fat; when a sacrifice was made unto God, the fat belonged to God, not to the priest. For these shepherds to eat the fat implies that they were taking from God, Gen. 4:4; Lev. 7:23,25, the fat was burned as an offering unto Yahweh. Not only do they eat the fat but they take the wool and clothe themselves.  These shepherds take from God and they take from the children of God. These shepherds are obtaining materialistic gain from their ministry, they take from the sheep so much that the shepherd have a great deal, they have fatness and warmth, while the sheep have neither.  Do you see any similarities with ministry today?  We have today what we refer to as the “Prosperity gospel” that is, that God want you to be prosperous so you give to me and God will give to you. Yes, this type of ministry is as real today as it was during the Babylonian Captivity.

“Ye kill them that are fed or are fatlings. Those that are plump with riches you kill to obtain from their wealth.  Was this going on, were they taking from the wealthy?  Perhaps, they were, and no doubt the same thing continues today, all in the name of ministry.

And yet, in spite of this, you still do not feed the sheep.

Fat for God and wool for sheep, but the shepherds seem to take it all.  Certainly, there will be a day of reckoning!

A Look at the sheep:

1. Diseased

2. Sick

3. Broken

4. Driven away

5. Lost

There you are, as simple as God can make it, the condition of the sheep. They are diseased meaning that they are weak, well of course they are as no one has been feeding them.

They are sick, meaning they are afflicted, wounded, even worn.

They are broken, meaning they are brokenhearted, crushed.

They are driven away, meaning they have been misled, pushed off, drawn away, thrust away, or even banished.

They are lost.

And why are they in this condition?

The shepherds did not restore, repair, bind, help nor make strong those that were diseased.

The shepherds did not mend or cure those who were sick.

The shepherds did not bind up and help those who were broken.

The shepherds did not bring back those that were driven away.

The shepherds did not even seek after that which was lost and if there is anything a true shepherd does it is to seek for that which was lost.

These shepherds did not do these things that they needed to do, but they did do this:  “But with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them.”  With forcefulness and with firmness that brings about a breaking have they ruled over these sheep?  

The Result:

V.5 “And they were scattered because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered.” Sheep need a shepherd, for no other creature is quite like a sheep when it comes to getting confused and lost. When sheep do not have a shepherd they do not stay together, they do not know where to go and they scatter and become vulnerable to the beasts of the field.  The field you will remember is likened to the world in the sowing of the seed, and certainly as these sheep wander in the world they become food for the beasts of this world, for the many false and misleading spirits.

V.6 “My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill; yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them.”

These sheep strayed on to mountains and high hills, that is the place of idolatries wandering away from God and from that which was solid and right, and when they did this non one even searched or sought for them.

V.7 “Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord.”

V.8 “As I live, saith the Lord God surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock; Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the Word of the Lord;” When sheep wander because they are seeking food they become vulnerable to the enemy and therefore become prey for his devouring.

As God now begins to point out, since you did not do what you should have done, you had better listen to me.

V.10 “Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.”

We will now begin to see that God will do what these shepherds would not do for God will leave His children without a shepherd.  “You won’t, well then just fine, I will.”

God will take care of Israel and God will take care of His Church.  You will no longer have an opportunity to feed my sheep, and you will no longer feed your self and profit from my sheep.  God Himself says, “I will deliver my sheep, my flocks from your mouths.”  These sheep have suffered at the mouths of these shepherds for they have been devouring them and now there will be deliverance. Many today need deliverance from the false messages that are coming from the mouths of shepherds. The words deliver means to snatch “them away” to cause them to “escape.”

Notice, that these sheep will no longer be food for these shepherds, they will no longer be taking away from the sheep their food to feed themselves.  How many shepherds there are today who proper in unbelievable wealth while the sheep they minister to, have very little.

V.11 “For thus saith, the Lord god; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep. And seek them out.”  You won’t search for them, so I will search for them.  There seems to be no question that these verses seem to imply the bringing back of the Jewish people into the nation of Israel and the setting up of the future millennial kingdom.

As you continue to look at these verses please notice the little word “will” especially the “I will” of Yahweh.

V.12 “As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.”

As we know Israel had been scattered throughout the world but even now is Yahweh bringing them back.  Please notice that when the sheep were scattered it was considered a cloudy and dark day.

V.13 “And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them out from the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country.”

I will bring them out from the people and from the countries; I will bring them from these false mountains to the mountains of Israel, where I will feed them the true Word of God.

V.14 “ I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: There shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel.”

You won’t feed them, then fine for I will feed them, and I will feed them on good pasture, and I will feed them on the high mountains of Israel, not just any mountain of falseness and corrupt food but I will feed them only upon the mountains of Israel. O how sheep need the riches of the good Word today that they might feast and be nourished and grow.

V.15 “I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord God.”  The Father knows how to be a good shepherd, and therefore not only does He feed His sheep but He also will cause them to lie down, to obtain the needed rest as the shepherd of Psalm 23. There is nothing like a good nap after a good meal and that is just exactly what the true shepherd does for His sheep.

V.16 “I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment.”

It quickly becomes obvious that every thing the shepherds are not doing in ministry the true shepherd will do.  He will seek for that which was lost, and He will bring back that which was driven away.  It is difficult to believe that a shepherd would drive a sheep away, but it does happen in the world of ministry.

He will bind up that which has been broken, that which has been crushed and experienced a bursting.  He also will strengthen that which was weak.  How many weak sheep there are in ministry today who need to be strengthened by the healing hand of a shepherd.  We need not fear, for the Father promises that if the earthly shepherds do not do it, He will.

This next phrase seems to refer to a judgment between sheep for it reads:  “I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment.”  
These sheep are no doubt fat because they have been taking from other sheep, and these sheep seem to be strong and healthy because they have taken away the strength of fellow sheep. We know that the Word teaches the importance of the oneness of the body as well as the need of sharing and distributing with those who have little.  The indication seems to be that the Father is not only upset with shepherds but also with sheep who are not what they should be to fellow sheep, and because of it He will feed them with judgment.

This attitude continues to be seen in verse 17 “And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord God; behold; I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and the he goats.”  All of this simply says that the Father will judge between sheep.

Therefore, Ezekiel 34 not only deals with poor shepherds but also with poor sheep.

V.20  “Therefore thus saith the Lord God unto them; behold, I even I, will judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle. Again we see this judgment between sheep.  I am not sure all that this means but do realize that within every ministry there are spiritually fat and rich sheep while there are spiritually lean and poor sheep.  If this problem is present because a shepherd is not doing his proper ministry it is a most serious problem that God will judge.

V.18 “Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with your feet the residue of your pastures?  And to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet?

V.19 “And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet; and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet.”

Words cannot express all that this means when it comes to shepherds ministering the Word. Basically, we all must realize that when a man ministers the Word, we get what he is, and if he is corrupt spiritually no matter how proper the message or the words he uses, we get corruptness of the Word.

These shepherds have eaten of the good pasture, but as they went into the good pasture they have trodden it down with their feet.  Though they go into the deep waters of the Word they also tread it down with their feet, thus what the sheep get has been trodden down and fouled by the uncleanness and corruptness of the shepherds. These sheep are being fed and watered with foulness from the Word, because as it passes through the shepherd it becomes tainted and therefore gives to the sheep a poison and watered down portion of God’s Word.  It is interesting when we remember the verse that says:  “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach this gospel” and yet here we learn that it is the feet of these shepherds that have corrupted the gospel.

V.21 “Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder and pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad: V.22 Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between cattle and cattle.”

There is a whole lot of pushing and shoving going on in this ministry, thrusting about between sheep, shepherds who are pushing sheep with their horns of authority until they have scattered them abroad.  Notice that those who are being pushed are the diseased or weak ones.  If God does not intervene they will be scattered and become prey, so He moves in to save His flock.  Again we see, that He will judge between sheep.

There is only one thing that can be done, and that one thing is seen in verse 23:  “And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.”

For Israel, at this time God will send David, for us in our time God will send His Son, the only true shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Men often do not do what God desires them to do, they often fail and do not properly care for and feed the sheep, but Christ the true shepherd will never fail and will for eternity be our shepherd.
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