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When it comes to the Savior we need to realize that He is both God and man.  He is referred to in Theology as the God/Man. Perhaps this is difficult for us to understand but it is quite Biblical.  Because He was human, He was and still is able to understand us: our wounds, our hurts, our worries, and our temptations, for His human side experienced what we experience He also, however is Divine, without sin, able to live in complete victory and able to share this victory with you and I.


Jesus is an expression of His earthly name, while Christ is an expression of His heavenly name.  Jesus speaks of His human side, it expresses to us His historical existence.  Christ however, speak of His Diving side, it expresses to us His spiritual and eternal side.  Jesus grew and developed like most children, Christ however, was developed, for He was the Son of God.  Christ is the anointed one, the Messiah, the resurrected one, for it is Christ who sits upon the throne.  


We may ask, why is this important?  It is important because there are people who without realizing it, accept the Jesus without accepting the Christ.  They accept the human side, for they know He existed.  They accept His message of goodness and love, they have not however accepted Him as the Christ, as the Resurrected one, as the one who sits upon the throne, nor as the one they must personally receive in their hearts.


Jesus can lay a pattern for our lives, but only Christ is the pattern.

Jesus can show a way for us to live, but only Christ is the way.

Many religious people know the Jesus, they have been taught and therefore they think they are okay.  Solid, genuine Christians however, are those who know and who have accepted that Jesus is the Christ.


When it comes to Paul’s writings you will primarily see that Paul refers to “The Lord Jesus Christ,” or “Christ Jesus,” or simply “the Christ.”  To Paul, He obviously is not the Jesus, but He truly was the Christ.  We must each ask: Who is He to me? Is He just the earthly Jesus who lays down a pattern for living? Or is He the Christ upon the throne and the Christ who lives His life through me?


Accepting a Jesus can make you religious, but it will not change your life.  You can learn a great deal of Biblical knowledge concerning the Jesus.  That is however, what it is, just knowledge.  To meet the Christ however will change your life.  When you know Christ, knowledge and the pride that goes with it, means nothing.  People who know Him are not concerned to share their vast knowledge; they are concerned to share their experience with Christ.


In Matthew 16:16 when the Savior asked Peter who he thought He was, Peter said: “Thou art the Christ.”  Christ said: “Blessed are you for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father who is in Heaven.”

Understanding that Jesus is the Christ comes by a revelation from the Father, it will never come through man.  This is important and it expresses that we each need a revelation from our Heavenly Father that this earthly Jesus, is the Christ.

We need to pray that we each will have a revelation of Him, for this is true salvation.


I John 5:1 “Who ever believes Jesus is the Christ is born of God.”

This of course is why understanding the difference between Jesus and Christ is so important.  We must believe that Jesus is the Christ.  This is what brings salvation.  It isn’t simply that we receive Jesus, it’s that we believe that Jesus is the Christ.  We must in our experience come from knowledge of Jesus to knowledge of Christ.  This is genuine salvation it is the only means of salvation.


Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus who ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

How clearer can the gospel message be made, and yet how many in the Church do not preach the full message that alone brings men to salvation.  It is not Jesus, but the very fact that God the Father hath made Him to be both Lord and Christ.


Acts 9:20 and 22  “And straight way he preached Christ.



“Proving that this is very Christ”


Yes, without question the message of Paul was the message of Christ.  We need to always be on our guard for those who would preach a Jesus.  We must not miss this important point for it is the foundation of the Gospel.  Be careful of those who only speak of a Jesus, or pray to a Jesus, for to us He only can be the Christ, the Messiah, and the Anointed one of God who sits upon the throne.


Luke 2:11 “For there is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

John 20:31 “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”

Romans 5:8 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”

In Romans 8:1 we read:  “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”

In Romans 8:34-35 we read “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died.”

In Romans 12:5 we learn that we are one body in Christ.


The reader must realize that in I Corinthians 3:11 we read that Jesus Christ if the foundation.  We cannot simply throw out Jesus, but we must realize that the human side of Jesus and the Divine side of Christ are both vital.  We begin in the early years to teach our children the stories of Jesus we must simply make our message clear so that we also teach them that this Jesus was truly the Christ the Divine Son of God who lives forever in Heaven.


In the religious world today we have many who have accepted that Jesus but who have not accepted Him as the Christ of their lives. Jesus may show you a way to live, but only Christ can live that life through you.  I urge you to make sure that your shepherd presents that Christ, that your ministry rests upon the foundation of Christ and that you, your children and your friends meet that Christ who changes your life and not simply the Jesus who can make you religious.

