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As I present this message, I’m prayerful that the Spirit will give to me adequate words to express what is upon my heart.  Not only that I will have adequate words but also words that will assist you in understanding the importance of the lesson.


What I’m presenting is what lays down the foundation for my view of ministry, and why I feel the Church is losing so many of our young people.  It is also why I feel that church educational systems must be very careful.  Without realizing it, churches, Christian schools, and Bible colleges can do greater damage to the Spiritual lives of people than good.


After all, does it not seem to make sense that if we place our kids in a Christian environment, where people pray, where morals and the Bible are taught, that they will just have to do well?  Seems to make sense does it not?  They would just have to develop into fine Christian young men and women, right?  Well, we wish that were true, but it is not necessarily so.


Why is this?  Why is spiritual fruit not guaranteed?  Because our teachers give great volumes of Christian and Biblical knowledge that accumulates into the minds of people but does not touch their hearts. Therefore, we begin to have children who know it in their heads, but do not know it in their hearts.  For these kids, there is never the reality of spiritual things, there is never a touched or changed life.  It is knowledge without reality.
Over the years, these kids get sick and tired of a mental knowledge of spiritual things that have not become real to them.  The school made giving the kids knowledge their priority instead of giving them Christ.


Over time these kids become rebellious and often leave the Church and spiritual things to the grief, turmoil and sadness of the parent.  All the wasted time, all the wasted money and yet only heartache has come about. Parents who loved God and desired the very best for them, who were sincere have experience great lost. Why? The parents ask: what happened?  The school: be it Sunday school, or a Christian high school made giving the kids knowledge their priority instead of giving them Christ.

The end result becomes spiritual devastation to our young people in the Church.

The problem does not just stop with the Sunday school, youth group or Christian high school for today it continues on into our Bible colleges across America.  Bible colleges can easily pump volumes of information into the minds of our future leaders of the Church so that they obtain knowledge without obtaining reality.  When this happens these individuals are sent out into the Church and the whole process begins again. We must be aware of this problem in the Church; we must stop giving knowledge and bring people to reality, to a genuine experience with Christ.  This alone is true salvation. This work can truly only be done by the Holy Spirit, not by man.


We are not simply to be in the business of Biblical education but of spiritual revelation.  Ours is not to help them to know the Bible ours is to help them know the Lord.  Once they know the Lord, the Spirit of God will see to it that they know the Word.  Simply to teach young people the Word can do grave damage to them.  


An important truth to keep in mind concerning this is that some children will rebel and leave the Church.  As far as they are concerned spiritual things have done nothing for them, you see they have learned it in their heads but never been touched by it in their hearts.  They have the knowledge but they don’t have the experience.

On the other hand some of the young people will seem to do well, they seem to thrive, but often what they do is to continue to promote and present this mental understanding of spiritual truth to others so that the problem goes on and on and on. We must take heart however, for many truly meet Christ, and therefore not only know Him but also are wonderfully used in bringing others to know Him.  To them it is not head knowledge, but the reality of Christ’s presence in their lives.  These are the ones who carry the message on, the message of spiritual reality.


By God’s grace the Church needs to get out of the business of Bible education and into the business of spiritual revelation, of bringing our children and fellow Christians into the reality of Christ.  We must realize that without an active dependence upon the Holy Spirit as we give Him freedom to move and work we can do nothing.


In John 5:39-40 we are given some light on this subject that can so easily be missed:



“Ye search the scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of me.  But you are not willing to come to me that you may have life.”

It is clarified here how you can get into the Word, how you can enjoy the Word but miss Christ.  The religious people of Christ’s day were doing just this.  They sought the scripture; in the scripture they thought they had eternal life.  In spite of this however, they did not come to Christ.

You see, they experienced the head knowledge of the Word without experiencing the reality of Christ.  The problem we have today is no new problem; it has always been with us.  It is the enemy’s way of allowing us to be religious, of allowing us to think we are okay when in fact we have accepted the Word, but we have not accepted the Christ of whom it speaks.


Many can be caught up with learning the Word but never meet the Savior of whom the Word speaks.  It is I believe what we all have a natural tendency to do. Ever since the Garden of Eden, to seek knowledge rather than experience has been our natural tendency.  It was there that Eve desired the tree for it was able to make one wise.  We want wisdom, we desire knowledge, and yet it can be the very thing that causes us to miss Christ.


I Corinthians 8:1 Is clear that knowledge can puff us up.  Knowledge inflates us or makes us proud. This is another reason why we must be on our guard.  Biblical knowledge without experience with Christ can make a lot of proud people in the Church.  It produces a: “I know attitude.”


Galatians 1:11-12 expresses to us what we need, what we need to pray that our children will receive.  It clarifies what we need in every Church ministry, be we small or large. 



“But I certify brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not of man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it.”

It is essential that we see this, that we get its full significance.  Unfortunately, the way Paul says he did not get the gospel is probably the way most people get the gospel today.

1. “From man” all to often we receive the gospel from mind to mind, a presentation from man that is clear, but is simply a mental experience.

2. “Taught it” Paul says: I was not taught it.  Is this not the main way we present the gospel?  We simply teach it or preach it?

“But it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ”

O yes, this if the way.  Do you see it brethren? It is not to be mind-to-mind, man-to-man.  It must be by the personal and intimate work of Christ.  Paul’s salvation was based upon the revelation of Jesus Christ.

What Paul had was revelation, and revelation is what we desperately need in the Church today.  Our kids can become bored with the facts but never with the revelation.  You can remove yourself from the head knowledge but never from the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Revelation is reality; it is life changing, not mere head knowledge but heart experience.  Revelation is what keeps our children attached to spiritual things all of their lives.

Revelation is an unveiling, an uncovering.  Once it was concealed, we just did not get it, we could not see it, now however, it is revealed and we have light and understanding, now we know the reality of Christ.

Now we know the importance and value of allowing the Lord freedom in ministry to bring revelation into the lives of people.  You see we can find it easy to bring head knowledge but only Christ through the work of the Spirit is able to bring revelation.  Let us as the Church and as the Christian educational system get out of the business of just teaching and into the business of praying, that God will bring revelation into our hearts and the hearts of those to whom we minister.
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