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We now come to our final church, the church of the last days, the church age, that we are living in today.  The Philadelphian church of the open door may still be with us, but certainly we can hear the door closing. Laodicea is a word that expresses the “Opinion of the people,” It implies the “rights of the people.” The final church age is an age that speaks of what the people want, rather then what God wants. We have now come to the place where the focus of the church is about giving the people what they want, rather then what they should have.  This final ministry is a ministry about self rather then a ministry about Christ, the Word, proper doctrine or the gospel. This church is far different then Thyatira where the clergy who did not know the Lord were controlling the people, for now, the people who do not know the Lord are controlling the clergy; in fact they are controlling the direction of the whole ministry.

This ministry is about appeasing the people, keeping the people happy, comfortable and content.  This is the self-seeking, self-confident, self-centered ministry.  This church seeks to give that which the people want it to give, therefore, it gives comfortable, sweet messages that are upbeat and that cause people to feel good. Messages that express that all is well, that everything is wonderful, that we are all going to heaven and therefore we should relax and enjoy the wealth and riches of this world. It is this latter day ministry perhaps more than any other age that takes 2 Timothy 4:3-4 and makes it, its foundation. “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 


V.15 “I know thy works, that thou are neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot. V.16 So then because thou are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out on my mouth.”

Laodicea, as a city did not have good water and because it did not they had to obtain their water by aqueduct from other areas and by the time they did the water was lukewarm and nauseating. A cold drink is good and a hot drink is good but a lukewarm drink does not satisfy nor meet the need.  You see, on a hot day we need that which is cold and on a cold day we need that which is hot, therefore, this ministry did not have nor did it provide what people needed.  They may be getting what they want, but they are sure not getting what they need.  What they are getting may not make them cold, and it may not make them hot but it would keep them comfortable, because this church is the comfortable church. The implication is that within this ministry there is a “spirit of indifference.”  This church is not hot, this church is not cold, because this church is a mixture, a ministry that is in-between, a ministry that implies anything goes, everything is okay, do as you please, and go where you desire.  This church represents a church of compromise, a church of tolerance that will accept everything and everyone.  Therefore, the last day church is a church that does not take a firm stand in regards to the Word of God or spiritual truth. Just come to Jesus, all will be saved, all will be well, just enjoy all the blessing of God and the riches of this world.  There is no question that this is a prevalent attitude in the church today, Laodicea is with us and she is thriving. The last day’s Laodicean church wants everyone to come in and be a part of it, so it can be large and in order to do so she does not preach the full gospel less someone is offended. Because this church is this way, Christ says a very putrid thing, He says: “I will vomit you out of my mouth.” Imagine being a part of the church that Christ has such strong feelings?  We must be careful,0 for this church is prevalent around us and we must not come into her and be a part of her.  If we are in a Philadelphian church where the Word is being kept and Christ is not being denied, then we must be careful to remain there and not become a part of this last days Laodicea church.


Notice, how Christ came to this church in verse 14: “These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God.”  This word amen can speak of something that is true a word that can imply something that is sure, or certain. Nothing is more certain then Christ, but it is also a word that implies completeness, and the fact that Christ is amen could reveal that the church age is coming to an end, that it is complete.  He also is the faithful and true witness, even to this last day’s church. Though man may stray, though the church may neither be cold nor hot, yet He remains faithful and true.  He is the Creation of God, perhaps pointing to the fact that He was here when it all began and now He is here when it all ends; from the beginning of creation, to the end of the church age He is still here.


The serious problems of this church continues to be seen in verse 17:  “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked;”

This church, as far as it is concerned is the rich church; as it looks at itself it declares itself as being rich, not rich in Christ, not spiritually rich, but rich in materialistic wealth. This is the prosperous church age that has need of nothing, it is the wealthy church and its message is a message of wealth and prosperity. Can there be any doubt about the existence of this ministry today?  Listen to your present day preachers, and what do you get?  Messages of prosperity and wealth; message of how God desires for you to be wealthy and how He desires you to promote vast buildings and ministries that cost millions of dollars.  The last church age is an age of prosperity, a ministry that preaches and promotes it, and therefore is an age that has allowed riches to become its foundation, its message and that which it depends upon.  Consequently, this church looks at itself and says: “We have need of nothing.”  It is the contented church and has no sense of spiritual need, no concern for genuine forgiveness and salvation.  This church age is an age that is satisfied, comfortable and contented, and because she is she is not concerned with salvation for people, or for the coming of Christ. Of all the churches we have seen, the last church age is the church that is proud of all that she is. And all she has accomplished. This church however does not see itself as it really is so the Savior Himself will have to point it out to her, as He does so clearly:

“You are wretched and miserable” meaning you are pitiful, as the Lord looks at the last day ministry that thinks so much of itself, He declares that she is pitiful.  Do you think the Lord is looking at the church today, and saying you are pitiful?  I am sure He is, as we are so far off center, so far from what He desires.

This church that declares itself as the rich church is said to be the poor church. Do you remember Smyrna in Revelation 2:9? There, though she was a church of poverty, Christ said, you are a church of richness, and now to the church that is rich, He says you are poor. When it comes to spiritual things, we just do not get it correct, we just do not see with spiritual eyes. This church that thinks it sees so well, is blind and this church that is proud of its dress is said to be naked.


V.18 “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest see.”

We know according to Isaiah 55:1 when it comes to buying from God, we do so without money, when we buy from God we must do so by faith.  Is it not interesting that to the church that sees itself rich the Lord says you need to buy certain things from me, things that will not require money?  You need to turn from your materialistic riches to my spiritual riches, the riches of Christ Jesus; you need to buy my refined gold that is for eternity.  In all their riches they probably felt they dressed pretty nice, but the Lord says they are naked and need to be clothed.  Being clothed in white raiment speaks of righteous works, but it also speaks of being clothed by Jesus Christ.  He alone is what covers our nakedness and if we are not clothed in Him we are naked before our God.  These last day children think they see, but they do not see at all, and therefore they need the eye salve of the Holy Spirit that they might see.


V.19 “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.”  Even in the last day church our Lord remains loving and faithful, if we will but hear Him and repent all will be well.  Because He loves us, He will rebuke and chasten us right up until the last day.  Would to God that this church that we see all around us would see clearly and repent.


V.20 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”

Concerning all the verses in our study of the churches, this may very well be the saddest.  How often this verse is presented out of its context, sure He stands outside our heart knocking for entrance, but here He is standing outside the door of the church.  When we began our study of Christ in Ephesus we saw that He was in the midst of the candlestick, in the midst of the churches being the head and leading them, now however, in this final church He has been pushed to the outside, with no control, no directions and knocking and asking if He can come in and once again be the head of the church.  The last church age however, has no need of Christ, it runs its own program, it is the rich church, the church that has need of nothing, not even the Savior.  We may not yet be there, but this is where we are going in the last day church of apostasy. For those who will stay out of this church, or who never leave Philadelphia to enter her they will be secure in Christ and enjoy His fellowship, but to those who are comfortable in Laodicea there will be devastation.


As I think of Laodicea my heart is heavy, for this church looks so prosperous, rich and healthy but she is not, she contends that her wealth, her buildings, her contentment, her tolerance, her upbeat And positive message and acceptance of everyone is this most precious ministry that one can be involved in, but true children who know and love the Lord and His Word are unhappy, and beginning to discern that she is not what she should be, that she is not meeting spiritual needs and is actually a set up by the enemy for the last days antichrist church.  

I believe that Laodicea is probably the largest church of them all as she widens her acceptance of men, and waters down her message of the gospel, but out of her will come the true church that will be forced to worship and fellowship in little tiny places all over the world.
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