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There is a message upon my heart that I have presented before, but this time it seems that I have greater light then I have had in the past.  That of course is the wonderful thing about the Word, we do not ever totally grasp it, but as the Holy Spirit leads and directs we receive greater and richer truth as time passes.


As I have always said: “The enemy pushes but the Savior leads.” “The enemy forces but the Savior gently touches.” “The enemy is harsh and brash but the Savior is soft and loving.”

When it comes to our personal lives we must be careful to discern whether we are being pushed and forced or whether His Spirit is gently leading us.


Our world is the same way, it pushes and forces; it causes us to sometimes move to quickly and in wrong directions.  The world today moves quickly, and so intently. Everything has to be done right now, today, or perhaps even yesterday.

The world does not know how to wait; it only knows how to act and how to rush, how to move and how to push.  The world pushes, work pushes, families’ push, and today even the church can push and force.


If we get caught up into this we will accept it as being normal and natural and we’ll be pushed right along with the world.  Everything moves so fast today; I remember reading an article sometime ago about how the busier you are the faster your days and your life seem to go. I have seen presentations that expressed that the average sleep time for people back in the 1800 hundreds was 9 hours and today you are lucky if you sleep 7 hours.  Everything moves, and therefore there is no time for rest, no time for waiting, only for moving, wearing ourselves out, losing restoration and eventually coming to physical exhaustion.


May I lovingly say to you, that this lifestyle can play right into the hands of the enemy, that it can detract from your walk with the Lord and from your spiritual development.  Whether it comes by way of man, the world, the enemy or from your self it can be a detriment.


When we come to Luke 10:38-42 I think, in a wonderful and subtle way the Lord is sharing with us this truth.  Mary and Martha are both believers, they both know the Savior and that does not seem to be questionable. They however, do represent two types of Christians in our world that are seemingly going in two different directions and in two different ways.


Martha is a good person but she is far more concerned with the outward things of the Christian life than she is with the inward things.  She is a kind of take charge individual when it comes to ministry.  She knows what needs to be done and by golly she is going to do it.

V.38 “Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.”

When it comes to the Savior there are no mistakes and no coincidences and when he traveled he went to a certain place and met certain people.

He went to Martha and Martha received and welcomed Him into her house, and when she did it was made clear that she was a child of the Lord.

V.39 “And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus feet, and heard his word.” The word ”also” used here is meant to draw a contrast between Mary and Martha:  Martha is up receiving but Mary is down sitting at the feet of Jesus.  Both are sisters, but both are very different.  When one sat at the feet of a teacher he was showing that he was a disciple, and the word here means that she was hearing His Word on a continuing basis.

Mary, of course is nothing like Martha, and Martha is nothing like Mary even though they are both believers.

Mary does not want to be up running around to do this or that, she only wants to sit at the feet of Jesus, to be touched by His Word, to be in fellowship with Him.

This is her priority, and is also the priority of thousands of Christians in our world today.

V.40 “But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone?  Bid her therefore that she help me.”

Poor Martha just cannot sit down, she just cannot rest, it is her nature to move, to rush, to push and shove, she not only does this to her self but she also does it to others. She is so busy serving she is distracted from fellowship with the Lord.  O how many of the Lord’s children are just right here; they are good, they know the Lord, they mean well, but they are so distracted serving they have no time for walking with Him.  They talk about fellowship, they talk about being in the Word, and they talk about spending time in prayer, but mostly all they do is run around and serve in their own fleshy strength.

Now, if this was all it was, we may be able to tolerate the Martha’s of our world but there is more to it than that, because Martha’s do not understand the Mary’s and they do not tolerate them at all. Martha just cannot be busy herself, she cannot have peace until she gets Mary busy, and so she goes to the Lord.  Lord, don’t you care?  Look at all the serving I am doing and my sister, is not, so would you please make her help me.


Martha’s do not like the Mary’s that are within the church, they believe they are lazy; they believe nothing will ever get done, because the Mary’s are holding everything back.  Martha’s just do not understand Mary’s and I guess Mary’s just do not understand the Martha’s.  Mary’s however, for the most part are so enjoying their walk with the Lord they do not take time to strike out at the Martha’s the way the Martha’s strike out at them.

Martha’s will push and push the Mary’s to serve, they will force them to bring people to Christ, to build up the programs in the church to do the work we are expected to do.  As a result the Mary’s will not be too happy, nor will they like to hang around the Martha’s.  Mary looks at them, and says my goodness what is your problem? Why don’t you just settle down, relax, enjoy the Lord and do what He leads you to do, allow Him to build His church.

V.41 “And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou are careful and troubled about many things.”

I suppose that Martha felt that the Lord would definitely be on her side, that He would immediately say, your right, your right I will speak to her, I will get her working for me. Our Lord, however, did not say that, He did not say what many in the church are saying today about how we have to build the church, about how we have got to get this little ministry going.  Instead, He said:  “Martha, Martha, not once does He call her name, but twice, and that is probably because Martha was distracted and He needed to be certain she was going to hear what He said.

I will just bet He would not have had to say the name Mary twice, because she was at His feet listening to every word? He said to her: “Martha you are worried, and troubled about many things.” O how this fits so many today, they are worried and troubled about doing so many things that they have no time for just resting in the Savior, so worried about bringing people to Christ and building up churches that they just do not take time to rest in the Lord.

V.42 “But one thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”

Martha, it is not the running, it is not the serving, it is not the planning nor is it all the building you are trying to do in your own energy, but it is always sitting at my feet, resting in me and enjoying my Word and my presence that is always the best part. The difference between what you are doing and what Mary is doing, is, what she is experiencing is for eternity, what she is enjoying will never be taken away from her.  All our working, all that we do to fret concerning ministry will one day fall away, but walking in Him and discerning His will, will last forever.


Now as I close, I want to remind you that both Mary and Martha are believers, they both know and love the Lord, but while Mary’s emphasis is walking in His presence and waiting upon Him, Martha’s emphasis is serving, serving and serving.

Today, I believe we need a combination of Mary and Martha, we sort of need a Matha, that is, one who knows how to sit at the feet of Jesus to receive from Him and His Word and one who knows how to discern His will concerning serving Him according to His leading. Mary seems to represent the work of the Spirit while Martha seems to represent the work of the flesh.  When the Holy Spirit is in control of our spirit and the flesh yields, there can be a marvelous ministry but when they move in different directions and battle one another not much ever gets accomplished. Perhaps Mary’s need to be inspired and pushed a little or they will do nothing, so when the Martha’s are led by the Spirit and gently push it is a good thing.  On the other hand when the Mary’s by God’s grace share and pray for the Martha’s they also can profit. Therefore, both when working together by the Spirit could be very beneficial to each other, and to the church. 

We need however, to be careful, Mary’s should not criticize the Martha’s but assist them in knowing what is the good part, to help them to know that resting in the Lord is the best.  Most certainly the Martha’s should be very careful for as strong willed people they can overpower and cause the Mary’s in the church to feel so uncomfortable, so pushed and so criticized that they just want to stay away from the church and just sit alone with the Savior.  Both are sisters, and both are needed so we must by God’s grace understand, love and tolerate one another. 
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