“My Word is spirit”

J.W. Sims


Now that we have established from the Word that the Bible is a living book and able to give life, we will now point out that the Word of God is a spiritual book, literally spirit.  This also, is why there is no other book like God’s book for no other book in this world is spirit.

Man can write a fleshy book but only God can write a book that is spirit.  Man can write a book that will touch another man’s mind, but only God can write a book that can touch a man’s spirit.


When you come to the Bible you need to realize that it has an inner and outer shell.  The Bible has an outer shell of letters, sentences, and stories, a part that is physical and can give information and knowledge to our minds.  In II Corinthians 3:6 we read:  “Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit; for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” Though a great deal of this points to the Old Testament law and how it brings death there is an important truth here that is often overlooked.  If we just preach the words if we just preach the letters of the Bible we too will bring spiritual death and boredom rather than life.  May I say, that in the church today there is a lot of this kind of teaching and preaching, the kind that brings out words, stories, and facts, the kind that puts knowledge into our head but no life into our hearts.


My friends, God’s Word is Spirit and we need to be so in tune with the Spirit that we touch the Spirit of God’s Word, so that when we give it out, we give out the Spirit.  Now first of all to do this you need to be born again for as the Bible says:  “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness to him, neither can he know them for they are spiritually discerned” I Cor. 2:14.  Now we might say, well, a non-believer can read the Bible and we would be right, they can read the Bible and they can gain knowledge, information, facts and stories but they will never touch the Spirit of God’s Word, because they have no spirit to do so. Therefore, when we come to the Bible, we must learn how to use our spirits, depending upon God’s Spirit to truly touch the Word.  This is important, as so many believers rely not upon God’s Spirit through their spirit, but they rely upon their minds.  The mind has its place and in a later study we can talk about that, but here and now I want to express the importance of obtaining the Spirit of God’s Word by the use of our spirit.


God is Spirit and God’s Word is Spirit and therefore when it comes to genuinely obtaining something from the Word we must also use our spirits.  Remember what the scripture says: “Those that worship me, must worship me in spirit and in truth.”  Everything is different today, it is not a matter of the outward but of the inward.  Our spirit must touch God’s Spirit to know and worship Him, and our spirit must also touch the Spirit of God’s Word in order to enjoy the richness of what He has sat aside for us.


Think of the Bible as an outward and inward shell, as having a part that is outward, physical, and a part that is inward, spiritual.

Too much of our reading, teaching, preaching and studying is of the outward shell.  Thus we learn the dates, the people, the stories, the facts, and the head knowledge; things that can puff us up and create pride.  Most Bible colleges and seminaries spend thousands of hours teaching men the outer shell of God’s Word and when they are done, the consider that these men have been prepared but all they have done is given head knowledge, not the Spirit of God’s Word. Thousands of people have read the Bible in this way and express that the Bible does nothing for them, that it in no way speaks to their hearts or gives a sense of reality, and of course it is simply because they have only read, only touched the outer shell of God’s Word.


Thankfully however, the Bible also has an inward part, an inner shell that is spiritual.  It is here where we touch the living Book, the presence of Christ.  It is here where we touch that part that is life changing, enriching and an overwhelming sense of Christ, the part that gives forth a reality. The outward word can have sounds, by that I mean you can hear it when it is preached, you can hear it with your ears and you can see it with your eyes, but only your spirit can be touched by the spirit of the Word.  People can read the Bible but never touch the inner shell of the Bible, they must have their spirits made alive, and then they must also learn by God’s Spirit how to read the Bible.


One of the reasons this is so important is because a natural man who does not know the Lord who has not a living spirit within, he can read the outward shell and then he can teach the outer shell and there is far too much of this kind of teaching today.  We have it in our Bible schools, and we have it in our churches.  A spiritual man however, can touch the inner shell and then break forth the inner shell to those he teaches.  How much better and richer this is, how much more life giving to those who hear. This is when real ministry takes place, when there is a sense of Christ’s presence that comes forth and when everyone who leaves can say I have touched the Spirit of the Word.


The best illustration I know that one can give to assist in understanding this truth is to take an orange and notice that is comes with an outer and inner shell, a peeling that protects it richness within.

The peeling is needed, it has a purpose but no one eats the peeling, for it is bitter compared to that which it contains.  Therefore, we peel off the outer shell to obtain the richness, the sweetness, the nourishment, and the goodness that is within.  In ministry today however, we feed the Lord’s children the bitter outer peeling rather than getting them to the good stuff of God’s Word that brings life, light, nourishment, refreshment and delight.  Often today we wonder why people become disinterred in the Bible, why they are bored, and why they eventually turn away form the Word?  Of course the answer is because all they have been hearing is the outer shell, not the inward shell, all they have been getting is the peeling, they have never gotten to enjoy the fruit of God’s Word. As we peel away the peelings and break forth the orange you will notice a wonderful sweet fragrance that penetrates the whole room and in the same way God’s rich Word penetrates the atmosphere where the children gather.


When we touch this life giving part of the Word and when we break it forth to others, what is it that we are giving?  “In the beginning was the word” according to John 1:1 and we must realize that the Word and Christ are one, they cannot be separated.  Therefore, the inner shell of the Word in a way that I cannot express nor explain is Christ, Himself.  Therefore, when the inner shell comes forth Christ’s presence also comes forth.  To give the Word in this way is also to give forth Christ.  How this could change all of our gatherings together; would to God that all of His servants could learn to give forth this kind of ministry every time we break forth the Word.

How I need to be prayerful that every time I have opportunity to give the Word I would give forth Christ’s presence.  Let us be careful not to give the peeling, but to always give forth the richness.
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