“Needed Protection”
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As I have been presenting, these are difficult days and because they are we need the protection of God.  Satan is real and not only do we have him to deal with but also a host of evil spirits that work with him to bring damage, darkness and deception into our world.  Satan is always working to deceive a person that is what he has always done, that is why he is referred to as an angel of light.  He works to deceive people into thinking that he is right and God is wrong, into going the wrong way as if it is the right way.  When Satan is done with you, you are nothing, you are destroyed, and you are toast.  When God is done with you, you are complete, you are whole, and you are perfected in His Son.


In Ephesians 6:11 you will remember we were told to put on the whole armor of God so that we may be able to take our stand against the wiles, the schemes, the plans and trickery of Satan.  We are not asked to do this, we are told to do it, we are commanded as Christians to put on the whole armor of God.

A wonderful passage that goes along with this is found in Romans 13:11-14 and should be carefully examined:


“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.”  Yes, it is high time, it is time to awake out of our spiritual sleep, because the day of our ultimate salvation, the coming of Christ, the end of time is closer now than it was.  The night is far spent, we have been many years in this time of darkness and the day of the Lord is just about here, therefore cast off the works of darkness.  No believer has to be taught what the works of darkness are, because if you are a child of light, you know what they are, so cast them off, and get them out of your life. 

Therefore, we now know that before we should “put on” we need to “cast off” First, the negative and secondly the positive.  We must understand this, for it is important to our study, we cannot simply put God’s armor over top of all our works of darkness, they need to be cast off, they need to be brought to Him.

Now that we are clean, now that we stand before Him having been washed we are able to place on the armor of God.  Please notice what this armor is spoken of here, for it is the “armor of light.”  We once walked clothed by darkness but we now walk clothed by the light of God’s armor.  How beautiful we are in the new clothing that God has provided for us.

I believe, that the armor here and the armor of Ephesians 6 is the same armor and it is an armor of light.

V.13 “Let us walk honestly as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.” I am sure that the darkness that was being spoken of here included is very bad and should have no place in any one’s life but especially, one who says he or she is a believer. To begin with in these latter days we are to walk decently and properly. Rioting, or carousing should have no place in our lives; it can only lead to destruction. 

Drunkenness needs no explanation for you know what it means and when you are drunk by wine or by drugs you are vulnerable to other sins as you are out of control.

Chambering is a word that implies cohabitation, it speaks of a couch but more specifically seems to point to having sex.  

While wantonness seems to speak of evil and filthy vices and could imply just about any thing that one might allow into their lives that is unclean. Finally what appears as a lesser sin but has as much weight as all the rest of this are the words strife and jealousy.


Now, before we all go on a real guilt trip about our sins and how unclean we are, we need to realize that all of this is to be brought to Him and we are to cast these things off by the grace He gives to us.  But, once all of this is taken away by a working of God in our lives we can be clothed by our armor, and what is our armor?  V.14 “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh.” Now I may not understand how all of this works and how I am to put on every bit of my armor but I do believe that my covering, my protection and the weapons of my warfare are always found by being covered by Christ.  Therefore, I believe I must put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh. 


Satan is real and he is out to get us, I will not here point out all the things that he might try to do but lets point out a few of them:  He will work to deceive us any way he can, to cause us to go in wrong directions, to cause us to make wrong decisions, he will do anything he can to cause us to lose time, by that I mean to eat up our time so that we are busy doing anything, other than serving and worshipping God.  He will bring depression into our lives, he will bring hardships into our lives, he will bring financial problems and he will bring health problems.  He will do anything he can to put us into a place or position where we will be miserable; jobs, marriages, houses and anything else he can do. He will be happy to bring something into our lives that captivates, and controls us being seemingly a good thing or a bad thing; drugs, alcohol or anything that will become a hold and be something we have to have more than Christ.  Mentally, Satan does not want you happy, nor does he want your mind controlled by Christ, he wants to control it and so he bombards our minds with things he wants in there and will cause us to dwell on things in our minds that do not bring light and heath and positive things.  These are just some of the reasons why we must be on our guard, why we must have our protection and why we must give our minds unto the Lord.


When it comes to needing our protection we need it because of what we read in Ephesians 6:11-12 “Put on the complete armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against principalities, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
We need it because we need to stand, not fall, we need it because we need to wrestle and not run.  I am afraid that because we live in a modern world we have forgotten that we are dealing with a real living enemy the devil and all his evil demons as well.  Like it or not however, we will either wrestle and have victory or we will be beaten and battered and directed by Satan as we are tossed about through out our lives.

We need protection because we are not dealing with seeable flesh and blood but are dealing with evil forces that cannot be seen, we are dealing with principalities, and powers which indicates not only demons but with intelligent demons who have a type of organized government that works intelligently against every believer.

We are wrestling against the “rulers of darkness” according to verse12; rulers that we do often realize even exist.  Notice, please that they are rulers of darkness, not rulers of light.  Remember, how Romans 13 said we were to cast off the works of darkness? For as we see the works of darkness is led by the rulers of darkness, it is during the dark hours that the enemy does his deeds, under the cover of darkness, not in the light of day.  We need our eyes opened to the rulers of darkness that are working in our world, for their work is all around us bringing evil things into an evil world. About us every day, everywhere we go there are the workings of these rulers of darkness ready to create problems for both non believers and believers. From the time of Lucifer’s fall until the coming of Christ in judgment against him we are dealing with “spiritual wickedness in high or spiritual places.” There is a spiritual battle, and that battle is going on about us each and everyday until complete victory is given by the work of Christ and our Heavenly Father.


In order to once again reveal why we need the whole armor of God I would also like to take you to 2 Corinthians 10:3-5.

V.3 “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh; V.4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; V.5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

We may walk in the flesh but our battle is a spiritual one.  The enemy is always working at captivating our minds, for to him our minds are a stronghold that he wants to over take and hold.  Many of the Lord’s children, though they have been taught to give Christ their hearts have not been taught to give Him their minds.  Therefore, whether they realize it or not their minds are still being controlled and manipulated by evil forces causing them many difficulties. We need to bring our minds to Christ that He might control them and hold them for Him and His service.

Finally, turn with me to 2 Corinthians 11:3 “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity of that is in Christ.”

Again we see a concern that Paul had concerning the minds of those he had brought to Christ.  The enemy ever since the time of the garden has been working to get into the minds of men. Paul’s fear was that as he tricked Eve He might also trick these new children and corrupt their minds.

The word “corrupt” means in the original language to “spoil” to “whiter” to “ruin” to “influence” to “defile” and to “destroy” their minds.  Can there be any clearer verse on why we need protection? On why we must be careful how we use our mind, and what we give them to?  The enemy wants our minds to influence them, to defile them to ruin and whiter them, yes to even destroy them if it is at all possible.


My friends, these are difficult days, and we are in serious need like never before as the days are short and the work of the enemy is intense therefore, let us run to Christ that He might be our Armour of light.
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