“Obtaining riches from the Word” Part III

J.W. Sims


In our last lesson it was my purpose to make clear that God’s Word is Spirit.  It is not simply a book, not simply words, for God’s Word stands forever, it just is.  This means that God’s Word just is.  Throw away the Book and God’s Word still stands.  This is also meant to assist you in realizing that behind the physical book, words and phrases there is a message from God.  Because its message is Spirit it is deeper than what a natural mind can receive, because it is Spirit behind the words there is a deepness that only a person with a spirit that has been made alive is able to receive.  Because it is Spirit there is a living richness that can only be received by a spiritual person. 

If you and I are going to touch the sweetness, richness, and depth of the Word we must use our spirit rather than our minds, our spirits must touch the Spirit of the Bible.


I am also hopeful that you now also understand that the Bible is a living book, coming to us as the result of the breath of God. This breath of God as you will remember is what 2 Timothy 3:16 makes the Bible the inspired Word of God. 

Now, as Christians we need to connect not only to the Spirit of God’s Word, but also to the life of God’s Word. We need something more than just phrases, words and letters; we need life that touches us deep within our spirits.


There is another word that demands our attention and that word is the word revelation. Revelation is also God-breathed, but is God-breathed the second time.  In other words we have the inspired Word of God, a book that literally is from the breath of God that makes it precious, valuable and accurate, something that is as much from God as it was when He gave it to us. We also however, have the revelation of God, something that at particular times for particular needs takes the Word and makes it personal, rich and eye opening just to us.  Revelation is when God breathes upon His Word a second time so that you and I will receive light, understanding, richness and His presence as we are into His Word.  Inspiration is good, but for us on a daily basis revelation is better, for revelation takes that which is old and makes it new, it takes that which is stale and makes it fresh, it takes that which is intellectual and makes it spiritual. Revelation touches our hearts, and enriches our lives and gives a sense of God’s presence like inspiration never can. Revelation brings reality to our personal, daily devotions and also gives us direction and understanding at a time when we need it.  Therefore, we now know that every time we come to the Word we need to take time to ask the Lord to breath upon His Word that we might experience revelation.


When it comes to the Bible, the Word of God, there is something else that we need to know and understand, and that is that the Bible is both a physical and a spiritual book.  You can read the physical part with your mind, but you can only read the spiritual part with your spirit.
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Today there is such a lack of understanding concerning the truth of this.  If we do not know this we can give a lifetime to obtaining the physical part of the Word and to giving out the physical part of the Word that brings little refreshment to the children, and little spiritual growth.  Because we do not understand this many are disillusioned with the Word and over a period of time simply give up getting into it.  Shepherds need to know these things, and they need to teach them so that the children can come into the richness of God’s Word. In this way the whole Body of believers will become richer in the things of the Word.

Though I dwelled on these differences in my public presentation I am certain as you look at these differences you can learn a great deal for yourself.  A wonderful book in assisting you to come into the richness of the Word is the book: Ye search the scriptures by Watchman Nee.


As you grow and become more spiritual you will immediately recognize whether you are being given the physical or the spiritual part of God’s Word and as this happens you will have much more discernment and will be able to know the wheat from the chaff.  When this happens the shepherds who minister the Word will be very careful around you when you listen to their presentation of the Word.  As you grow your need for the spiritual part of the Word will also grow so that you will eventually be unable to tolerate simply being given the physical.


As we conclude this lesson I will give an illustration that has helped me to understand this for myself as well as to be able to share it with the Lord’s children so that they can understand it.  You need to think of the Word of God as an Inner and Outer shell and the best way to do that is to imagine the Word as being an orange with its outer peeling that you do not eat and its inner fruit which you do.

Imagine someone breaking away the peeling of the orange as he expresses to you the Word of God, teaching you and giving to you the peeling as if this were the best of God’s Word.  On the other hand however, imagine someone breaking away all the outer peeling and instead of giving you that he gives to you the sweet, rich fruit within.  After you have learned how to obtain and enjoy the rich inner shell of God’s fruit where you find sweetness, richness, and nourishment you will never want to return to the peelings.  Notice how as the peeling is broken away and discarded that the fragrance of its fruit penetrates the whole room. Yes, this only is the way to enjoy the riches of God’s Word for now by His Spirit you are enjoying the Word in your spirit and to you the Word will never be the same.  Today so many just do not seem to understand this and therefore week after week the shepherds continue to give peeling of the outer shell of God’s Word to children who are desperately in need and desirous for the fruit that God has within. Let us each by the Lord’s grace call upon Him to take away the peelings and replace it with the fruit of His Word.

