“On Guard for Deception”

Lesson II

As we continue our lessons on deception and the need to be alert concerning those things that are coming upon the earth and penetrating the church we will continue to carefully examine scriptures that are meant for the believers in these latter days.

Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” In these days we must be alert, cautious, taking heed and paying attention to the fact that there will be false prophets, men who will come and outwardly look like gentle sheep but inwardly are ravening wolves, men who will deceive, who will force sheep into wrong directions. This again, is I believe not something that will come but something that is here today something that is all around us.

Matthew 24:4 “For there shall arise false christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Here we learn that we are to watch out, to be alert to be aware for there will be false christs, false christs coming into the world to give messages to individuals in audible voice and books as well as messages in so called churches.  As these studies continue I will show you how some of these things are being done.  False christs and false prophets will come who will be used to show signs and wonders for the purpose of deceiving believers.

It is the deception that I of course want to dwell upon for it is here that we learn that the enemy will do his best to deceive even believers and we therefore must be on our guard. We need to realize that across America he is doing a good job at bringing his deception into the church, we need to realize that unless we are a true believer who is dwelled within by the Holy Spirit we will be deceived. Deception is real, and Satan is working throughout our world today, to bring deception even into the church.  It is important to realize that this deception is primarily a religious deception to set up this world for a one-world come together system. Because of this it is within the church that we must be on guard for the latter day attack is an attack against the church, against the gospel of Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” This word transformed means disguise, and we therefore learn that Satan and deceitful workers in the latter days will disguise themselves so as to deceive and bring their false message into the church against the children of God.  Here again, this is not something that is going to happen this is something that is happening today.

Matthew 24:13 “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” Yes, dangerous and deceptive days are here, Satan is turning the hearts of men from the faith and from the true gospel, but those who endure unto the end, those who remain faithful to the true gospel will be saved.  Therefore, I urge you to walk in His light to cling to the gospel that you have received and not to be deceived.  

Romans 16:17 Is I think appropriate for this lesson and for the things that are coming out against the church.  “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them” Though I may not understand all that is implied by this passage it is made clear that certain individuals who bring in division and things that are contrary to solid teaching are individuals that should be avoided. Therefore, I conclude there are many teachers and preachers today that should be avoided and yet in so many churches believers are tolerating and even supporting and accepting their ministry as if it is a true genuine ministry from the Lord, and if the church is to remain true, pure and solid this must stop.

Deception is something that you and I must be on guard for as this seems to be the number one plan and work of the enemy in these latter days that we live, so in my opinion every pastor in the work today must give these important truths out to the Lord’s children.  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 is important for this lesson but allow me to dwell upon verse 2: “Let no man deceive you.”  I cannot urge you enough, to not be deceived, not by the enemy, not by a church and not by a man.  You must walk in the light of the Lord, in His Word and by the leading of the Holy Spirit. You must have a prayer life daily that expresses: “Lord do not allow me to be deceived in these days of deception”.

I John 3:7 “Little children, let no man deceive you.”  Again deception is always a problem, the issue of what we are being deceived concerning may change but we must be on our guard not to be deceived.

All deception finds its source in Satan as is made clear in Revelation 30:3 and verse 8.  “And cast him into the bottomless pit, ands shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more.”  “And shall go out to deceive the nations.”  Satan, our enemy is an accuser, a slanderer. A murderer, a destroyer, and a liar, from him comes deception, devastation, destruction, accusations, and death.  Therefore, as time passes what he does against the believer and the church will increase as the days shorten. He was, is and will be a deceiver not just of individuals but even of whole nations.

In a day such as ours what must the believer do?  What can we do?  I John 4:1

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”

A believer must not accept everything that comes to him.  We may have a natural tendency to believe everyone who comes to us with a message but we must no longer do that.  Test every program, test every message from government, from educational systems, from the church and no longer accept anything without testing it.  What is the basic test?  “Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that is should come; and even now already is in the world.” When it comes to evil forces, when it comes to those who bring to us a false deceptive message there is one thing they will never confess to and that is that Jesus has come in the flesh.  They may act like it, they may try to preach like it, but when you truly pin them down they will not confess that Jesus has come in the flesh.

What else must we do?  We must listen to the Holy Spirit for He is our anointed one who teaches us and keeps us from being deceived.  Along with this, every believer must daily be in the Word, being saturated with its richness, life and light, for the Word is a living book that is able to keep us in the solid and true gospel.

These lessons are the beginning of a series that I am presently presenting with the purpose of exposing the latter day tactics of the enemy against the church and the individual believer.  We need to be aware of how the New Age Movement is penetrating the church causing it to accept an off centered gospel that is a perversion of the true gospel, causing the world to be prepared for the coming of the antichrist and the setting up of his one world kingdom.  Let us plead the blood of Christ over our lives, our families and our ministries.  Much of what I present will be placed on CD’s rather than written form and will only be available upon request.  May the Lord enrich you and keep you in the genuine gospel of Christ. 
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