“On Guard for Deception”

Lesson I

J.W. Sims

This is the first lesson in a series of lessons designed to assist believers in being on alert for all the things that are coming against the church in these last days.  Many, in many ministries seem to be content and happy as they live in their prosperous lives and in ministries that share with them an upbeat, positive and prosperous lifestyle that God wants them to have.  

Though this seems like a good way to live and a right kind of ministry to enjoy, it is not the truth of God for His children in these last days.

Like the days of Jeremiah and Ezekiel when false prophets were giving a false message to the Lord’s children, we will want to have ears to hear not what false preachers are giving but what the men are giving who have received their message from God.  Though the message may not be mainstream, though it may not be acceptable and enjoyable, it is God’s message and we will want to rest in it, stand in it and promote it as long as God gives to us utterance.

To begin with we need to know how vital it is to know and to have discernment. If ever there was a time for us to walk in His light and to have clear discernment concerning the things that are coming out against the church it is now. As Romans 13:11 reads: “And that knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.”

We are to know the time, we are to possess understanding concerning what is going on in our world, and we are to be awake and not asleep concerning these last days.  Also in II Timothy 3:1 where we read:  “This know, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” Therefore, again the Word is clear that we are to know what is going on, we are not to be deceived, but well aware of exactly what is taking place.  This is no time for a sleeping church, but a church that is awake, alert, and full of understanding and knowledge concerning the days that we live in. We must not close our eyes but have them opened by the Spirit of God.

Let us begin our series by making sure that we know what it is to have discernment, and the first thing I would like to make clear is that if you are a true believer who has received Christ and had the Holy Spirit come to abide within you, you have discernment.

1. Discernment is the ability to know and to perceive something about a person, a situation, a message or ministry that you could not know by any other means than by the Holy Spirit.

2. Discernment is to be able to know, to judge, or to perceive things by the light of the Lord.  The ability to know truth from error.

3. True discernment is spiritual and is from God’s Spirit, it is not from man; it is not from a work of the soul, but a work of God’s Spirit.  It requires our reliance upon the Lord and therefore there is no place for pride.

4. By discernment we are able to know the spiritual condition of a person.

5. By discernment we are able to know the presence of evil forces in a person, in a church, in a place, or in an organization.

6. By discernment we are able to detect falseness in a man, a ministry or a message.  By it we are able to perceive false motives from those who minister.

7. By discernment we will know when a man speaks, whether it is from the man’s soul, the enemy or from the Spirit of God.”

Today, discernment is vital for it keeps the church solid, pure and without being penetrated by false doctrine or evil forces.  We need to exercise the discernment that God has given to us and to take heed to those in the body who are especially gifted, for in this way we will remain true to Him and His Word, and though the enemy may try to infiltrate, he will always be detected and thwarted. This being true this is what should cause us such great concern in our day as the enemy is not being detected as he should and his false message and his false servants are entering the church and bringing serious danger and setting us up for the world that will be controlled by the antichrist.

As we begin our study let us look into the Word for our spiritual foundation and direction. II Timothy 4:3 “for the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  But watch thou in all things, endure affliction, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.” 

Here is why we need to be on our guard during these latter days, and that is because we have come to the time when men will not endure sound doctrine.  Today we live in a time when men will not put up with true healthy doctrine from the Word of God.  Men do not want the truth, what they want is to have their itchy ears scratched, in other words they want their ears tickled with those things that are pleasing and encouraging. We live in a day when men do not want to hear the truth and therefore they are throwing out the truth and replacing it with falseness and this is in every area of life, not just the spiritual realm, but most certainly in the spiritual realm and therefore even within the church it is becoming increasing more difficult to hear the solid truth of God’s Word.  As the passage continues they will heap or literally accumulate and seek additional teachers who will give them what they want.  They will turn from the truth and turn unto fables or tales of fiction rather then the true Word of God.  Therefore, we are urged to watch, to be discreet concerning what we are taught.  We are also to endure afflictions, hardship and trouble, because they will certainly come to those who are willing and desirous to give and receive the Word of God. In addition to this we must do the work of an evangelist and make full proof of our ministry. If ever you and I must be careful to make full proof of our ministry it certainly is today.

I Timothy 4:1-2 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” The Spirit of God speaks clearly and distinctly that in the latter times, the times that I believe we are presently living, we can expect that some will depart from the faith, literally removing themselves from the faith, a word that could mean deserting the faith, literally implying a revolt against the faith.  This is what we refer to as the last day’s apostasy and seems to be with us today.  Now when these folks do this they will give heed, or adhere to deceiving spirits.  Therefore, we see that when men turn from the faith they actually will turn toward seducing spirits, deceiving spirits. Man just always has to have something to lean upon and if he turns from the truth he will turn to the falseness of the enemy.  The sad thing here that few seem to realize is that in these last days the one who will lead us in wrong direction is literally the evil forces of Satan, and the end result is that men will have their consciences seared with a hot iron so that nothing will bother them.

These deceiving spirits will of course use men to bring forth their false message into the church and we therefore will have to be on our guard for them lest we be deceived.  We see an indication of this in 2 Peter 2:1-2  “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”

In the Old Testament they had false prophets and in the New Testament we have false teachers and both we are to be on guard for.  The enemy uses men to disperse his false messages and therefore we must carefully watch men and the message they present, we must be like the Bereans who searched the scriptures daily to see that what was given to them was the truth. Men who perhaps for power, fame, control and money will give a false message instead of the truth are always available to the enemy and so we must carefully read and watch lest we be deceived. William Barclay when he speaks of false prophets expresses that these men were more interested in gaining popularity than in telling the truth.  Their policy was to tell the people what they wanted to hear rather than what they needed to hear.  They spoke of peace where there was no peace and today they speak of prosperity, salvation and contentment without repentance.  These heresies that are being spoken of here are false doctrines that bring destruction, to those who hear, to those who accept and to those who give it out.  They are men who are so far off center that they deny the Lord that gave His life for them, and the end result will be their own destruction.

As I begin to close this lesson I will do so with the book of Jude using verse 3 and 4.  Let us look at verse four:  “For there are certain men crept in unawares who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Certain men have secretly crept into the church; they of course have been able to do this by the work of the enemy and the lack of discernment among believers.  They have settled in among believers to bring their spiritual damage into the church, and today it is everywhere and we must be on our guard. This is a design of the enemy and something the Lord knew was coming, they are ungodly men who have already been condemned because they turn the grace of God into wantonness, which means assisting people to live like they want to live in all fleshy pleasure and yet still being able to go to church and believe you are saved. Therefore, these men who are in the church are helping the church to say anything and everything goes, do what ever you desire, after all there is the grace of God.

V.3 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”

When Jude simply wanted to write an encouraging letter concerning the basics of salvation he decided that instead he also needed to write about the need of contending for the faith that it might be kept solid, pure and truthful.  This certainly is the message that you and I must consider holding on to and earnestly contending for in the dangerous days in which we live.
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