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As we continue our series on God’s use of men we now come to the New Testament to learn that the way God moved in the lives of His men in the Old Testament is most certainly the way God moved in the lives of His men in the New Testament.


When we first see the beginning work of God in Paul’s life we see him in Acts chapter 9.The change in Paul was so dramatic that he went from being Saul to being Paul.  Which is simply the same name in the Jewish community, but it seems far better to be a Paul than to be reminded of our Old Testament Saul with all of his problems.


The non-believer Paul was not a nice man toward the children of God, in fact as seen in verse one he breathed out threatening and slaughter against them.  The ides of breath here is that he had so been threatening them with murderous words that he had to inhale because of his need of air.

Paul was strong, he was religious and he rejected the gospel message of redemption through Jesus Christ and therefore would bind up all who received this message to bring them to destruction and it did not matter whether they were men or women.  Without an experience with God that is just they way it was and the way it was always going to be.  Notice how he desired to bring them being bound, as this is what the enemy always wants to do with every man, be he a believer or a non-believer, he always wants to bind us up.


What Paul needed is what we all need if we are to serve Christ: we need that flash of light that changes our lives and our direction.  When the light came Paul fell to the ground, something we have repeatedly seen in the lives of the Old Testament men of God.

Why persecutest me?  As we learn here, as far as the Lord is concerned, to persecute the believer is to persecute the Lord.  It means to harass, to trouble, and to molest me.

“Who art thou Lord?  And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest, it is hard for thee to kick against the goads.”   In some translations we do not find this latter phrase and to explain it is most difficult.  The goad is a prod something that was sharp and might be used to prod an oxen in a particular direction.  For Paul to try and kick the prod would only heap more painful difficulty upon him, for it is never good to strike out against the children of God.

V.6 “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have to do? And the Lord said unto Him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”

All to often, we inspire, force and promote people to do something for God: Receive Christ, serve God and so on, but please note that Paul did not move toward God and if anyone had told him to do so, he would have told them that he loved God and was doing just fine, no, when it comes to spiritual things God must move in our lives and that is just exactly what God did in Paul.  Paul was so touched that he fell to the ground, trembling and astonished, clearly shocked and amazed. In a moment, in the glorious light of God Paul had come to an end of his strength and spiritual knowledge and could only say: “What wilt thou have me to do?”  For the believer who has been touched, it is no longer what I will do, but what will you have me to do, Dear, Father?

“Go to the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” Go to the city where you wanted to obtain authority to damage my children and wait there. My how our Father can change our lives around.

V.7 “And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.”  The world can never see what we see, nor hear what we hear, for the worldly man has no spiritual understanding.  They can only, like these men be speechless before the Lord.

V.8 “And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man; but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.” Paul was a very educated man; he was well acquainted with the Jewish religion, and very knowledgeable about the things of this world.  Like many of us however, Paul has to move from that light of the world to the light of the gospel, Paul needs to become blind so that he might see.  Blindness of this world’s light and knowledge will be vital to a man who will now begin to present the light of the gospel.

We must, if we are to serve the Lord become blind to all that we once trusted in that we might see and present the truth of the gospel After Paul becomes blind by the work of the Spirit he will see as he has never been able to see before.

It is interesting that as Christ was in the grave for three days, Paul was blind for three days, three days before he came into the resurrection of the light of Christ.

He of course will have his sight restored by a little known Christian named Ananias, for certainly our Father graciously uses His children for deep and wonderful service that can forever make a spiritual impact. He will receive his sight and be given the Holy Spirit through this unknown but precious brother.

V.18 “And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose and was baptized.”
Certainly this is to be taken as a spiritual problem and not just a physical one, many people cannot see spiritual truth today and it is because of the scales upon their eyes.  We need the work of the Spirit removing scales that we might see.

Now Paul who has been dealt with and prepared by the Spirit can be used of the Lord, for now there is nothing left of Paul?


There are other blessed passages of scripture that reveal to us how it was that the Lord could use Paul.  It all has to do with what the Father is, and what the Spirit is able to do through a man and never because of the man himself.


In 2 Corinthians 4:11-12 Paul said: “ For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you.”
This is the work of God in our lives and remains the key to genuine ministry. Death worketh in us, we come to an end of ourselves, we no longer trust in what we are but lean upon the life of the Son, and therefore as we die, life comes forth to you. This is always the foundation for believers receiving from fellow believers; we do not receive spiritual life from the person but always from the Spirit that comes forth through them. It is so sad that in our day and age we go out of our way to keep this from happening in the lives of people, we set up counseling, we set up programs to assist them in feeling positive about themselves and in this way we actually place ourselves between an individual and the work God desires to perform in their lives, therefore we bring grave damage and hindrances to God’s work.


This is why in Philippians 3:3 Paul could say: “and have no confidence in the flesh.”  Ministry is not dependant upon the work of our flesh but always upon the work of the Holy Spirit.  Yes, we can build ministries today by the work of the flesh, but they are not spiritual ministries for these ministries only produce wood, hay and stubble and cannot produce Gold, silver and precious stones which can stand the test of fire.

That is why in Romans 1:9 Paul said:  “ whom I serve with my spirit.”  There can be no genuine ministry that ever takes place through the work of man’s flesh but only and always by God’s Spirit through man’s spirit.


In 2 Corinthians Paul expresses how difficult his ministry has been how he has been pressed out of measure, above strength in so much that he despaired of life.  But in verse 9 of chapter 1 we read:  But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead.” This, is the way of ministry not that we should trust in ourselves but that we should trust in Him, death worketh in us that we might trust in ourselves but only in Him, and in this way true ministry is able to come forth.


Finally, Paul gives to us that most precious message that wonderfully places all ministries where they should be placed, never in the confidence of man but always in the confidence of the Sprit of God.

I Corinthians 2:2-3 “And I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified and I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.” 

Paul’s trust was never in himself, for once he had been touched by the Spirit of God Paul knew there was nothing in himself to trust.  Today ministry has not changed we are not to trust in self any more today then we ever have.

Genuine ministry will always come through my weakness, through by fear, my dread, and through my trembling attitude before God and man. This is what causes you and I to get out of the way, to trust in the Lord and to be used to give forth His presence.


Today, however, I am not sure we recognize the truth of this message, for we rely upon our training, our education, our eloquence and so forth and therefore we minister on our own rather than on dependence of the Spirit of God.  May our Father have mercy upon us and bring us to the reality and truth of this message.
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