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Satan is always working against the church in every generation and in every location.  The first church age became so focused on its work that it lost its first love for Christ, and though the work was good I am sure Satan used every tactic to cause the Lord’s children to be more interested in work than in Christ.  Secondly, though we know our God is always in control, certainly Satan begins to bring suffering, imprisonment and death into the church to once again hinder and destroy its growth.  Now, however a new work has taken place and it is the work of mixture for now the enemy will work to so mix the church with the world that its value will be hindered and destroyed.

If causing people in the church to get off focus doesn’t work, and causing suffering does not work, perhaps saturating her with the world will work. William Newell says: “When Satan could not destroy the church He decided to defile it.”


In 312 A.D. Constantine who worshipped the sun god, and desired power received a sign of the cross that read: “By this sign thou shalt conquer.” Whether he did or whether he did not is really not known, but it would not surprise me that the enemy through a false idol could actually do such a thing in order to corrupt the true body of Christ.  For you see, when Constantine had this experience, he decided to make Christianity legal, in fact more then that he would make it so everyone would be a Christian. 


At first everyone probably thought this was a wonderful thing, Praise the Lord, our suffering is over, we no longer will be persecuted for being a Christian and therefore the children went from being in poverty to being popular.  But what initially seemed so wonderful soon became the detriment to the church.  Suffering kept the church pure, it kept the children in total dependence upon the Lord, but now what was so pure had become mixed, corrupted and polluted.  Being a Christian requires no repentance, no reception of Christ and no change in lifestyle. There is now no separation between the world and the church for they now are one.  May I say this? This is the tool of the enemy today and this work of Satan to bring the world into the church remains with us.  Today, this work is all around us, all you have to do is believe in Jesus and you are a part of the church and therefore, the church is corrupted today just as it was from the 4th to the 7th century.  As you know, the Word teaches that we are in the world, but we are not of the world, that we as Christians are no longer to love the world, that we are in fact to over come the world by our faith in Jesus Christ.  After all, the world passes away and the lust thereof, but His kingdom is forever. The work of our Father has been to save us from the world, to take us out of the world, while the working of the enemy has been to bring the world into the church.  May I say, he is sure doing a great job in our world? Today the enemy is doing this very work of mixing the church with the world through the emerging church that expresses, “all you need to do is believe in Jesus” The church today is entertaining and bringing the world into the church by the world’s music, the world’s need for pleasure and acceptance without bringing them to repentance and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.


What Constantine did was to make Christianity the state religion and when he did this the gospel was watered down, and the power of the Holy Spirit was lost.  The church became a worldly church tolerating anything and everything and therefore she became weaker then ever before. After all, we are all Christians, it does not matter how we live, or what I do. If there is anything every church age needs to be on its guard for, it is this, we must not allow the church to become one with the world.  We are to bring individuals out of the world and into the kingdom, not bring the world into the church. There is no doubt in my mind, that this church age is the church age that has allowed the enemy to penetrate within the church. It is probably important to point out In our lesson here, that it was Constantine who promoted buildings for the church because the first thing he did was to open all the pagan idolatrous buildings for worship and soon afterwards buildings became a necessary part of church gatherings.


When you come to the name of Pergamos you need to realize it can mean, “married” for this church was married to the world. Is it any wonder that when we see Christ come to this church in verse 12 we read: “These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges.” Christ comes to them as the one who has the sharp two-edged sword for He must work to divide between the church and the world.  How sad that this church has become so one with the world that Christ must come with a sword in order to cut between them. This was true for an age; it can be true for a church, and yes, even in our lives. Pergamos can also speak of being fortified or elevated, for it is this church that begins to elevate itself above the people.


V.13 “I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.”


This church age also has works that Christ sees; Every church age thus far has had works, works are what the church does, but how careful we must be that our works are led by the Spirit of God, that they are spiritual works.


The church is only to dwell in the heavenlies not in the earthlies. To dwell here in a place where Satan’s throne is, is not a good thing, but sometimes we have to be where there is much darkness and evil forces.  There was a great deal of idolatrous workings in this area and perhaps that is what is being implied here.  No wonder this church can easily become mixed with the world because she dwells where there are many evil workings and a genuine hold of the enemy.  If you do not remain strong you might bend and become saturated with what is there. I cannot but help feel this is one of the reasons the church is weakening, for today is where Satan’s throne is and under His attacks she bends, and tolerates things she should not. In spite of this however, she holds fast to the name of Christ and does not deny the faith.  Every where and in every church there are those who remain faithful, who remain true to the gospel, and though their church may not be to solid, yet they are.

When it comes to this man Antipas, we just do not have any information concerning him.  Most Bible scholars imply that he greatly assisted the church in remaining strong and firm and that after his martyrdom things rapidly changed for this church age. It is amazing how sometimes just one person can be so important to the spiritual welfare of others.

V.14 “But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam who taught Balak to cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.”


From a church in Ephesus that was careful to test men so that the message would be kept pure, to a church that has now allowed false men with false messages to penetrate the church. Note please that these men are now within for now we see thou hast them, which means that you hold them and bear them so we see that this church has accepted these individuals. In verse 13 we read that thou “holdest fast my name.” When the Amplified Bible records this word it uses the word cling, there were those in this church age that clung to Christ, but now according to verse 14 they cling to the doctrine of Balaam and Nicolaitans. May the Lord have mercy upon us that we in these latter days will cling to Christ and not the falseness that is entering the church?

As we begin to look at these two groups we need to point out that a whole lesson on the subject would be far better than just our quick overview, but in order to continue our study we will only lightly touch upon this important subject.


This doctrine of Balaam finds its foundation in Numbers 22-25 and should be carefully read, Balaam’s error is also referred to in 2 Peter 2:1,15 and in the book of Jude in verse 11 and then 15 of chapter 2. 

Balaam was called by Balak to come and curse Israel for a price.  Therefore, we see that this false doctrine was presented for financial gain.  Balaam’s ministry represents a ministry for money, not a ministry for spiritual reasons.  Balaam who is a false prophet is a hireling, one who serves for riches, not for the kingdom.

Secondly, though he went to curse God’s people, God only allowed him to bless His people. These men who this church tolerates are false men who are willing to hurt the true church for financial gain.  God however, who is in control is able to deal with Balaam’s and bless His children in spite of them. We need in the church age that you and I live in to discern who these men are and to come out from them and their ministry.  If find many in the church today, who know something is wrong, remain where they are because of the fine buildings, programs, size of ministry and beautiful music, but they need to see, and they need to come out.

The word Balaam means: “Destroyer of the people” and that is just exactly what these kind of men do, they work to destroy God’s people whether they realize it or not. In Numbers 25 we see the result of Balaam’s ministry. Even though God used him to bless Israel, he according to Revelation 2:14 taught Balak how to place a stumbling block before Israel by eating things sacrificed unto idols, and by committing fornication. Therefore, in Numbers 25 we see that they committed fornication with the daughters of Moab and thus became corrupted by idolatry. Balaam represents a man who polluted and corrupted the church by mixing it with the world and falseness.  This is happening everywhere through out the church in these last days, and we must therefore be alert and on our guard.


This church also accepted the Nicolaitans, a group that the Lord had made clear, He hated.  There is a great deal of controversy as to who these Nicolaitans were but there name also implies: “Rulers of the people.”  Some say that these Nicolaitans believed because of grace they could live, as they wanted to live, doing any thing and everything.  It appears more likely however that the best info we have can be taken from the meaning of their name for it means: “To conquer people.”  Therefore, most solid Bible teachers express that the Nicolaitans were those individuals who separated the clergy from the laymen, and thus devastated the church with falseness, keeping the average man from the Word, because after all only the clergy really knew or had the authority to rule and to teach.

Thus, by the Nicolaitans the priesthood of believers was lost, and rather then all believers presenting the gospel only a certain few could do so.  These clergy took away the people’s freedom of having, reading, knowing and teaching the Word of God.


Now, we need to realize that it is this time in history, and through the work of Constantine that the foundation for the Roman Catholic Church was laid and thus we can see how these two false groups can easily fit in. Both were rulers and destroyers of the people, and one mixed the people with idolatry and falseness and the other separated clergy from laymen expressing that only we have the truth and the right to express it.


Therefore, in verse 16 we read: “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”  Imagine being a church that Christ is against and desires to fight?  How could you possibly have a rich and spiritually successful ministry?  Do you think that you could be a church that Christ fights against? This word implies a battle, even a war. When we think of this we should think of the way the angel of the Lord stood against Balaam as he tried to go and do what God did not want him to do.  May our Father have mercy upon us, and may we as a church in these dangerous times work to keep His church pure.  Is it not interesting to note how the first church that was such a desirable and pure church step-by-step and generation-by-generation degenerated lower and lower?


This Church like the others does have over comers, individuals who some how remain centered and faithful to Christ. Those who hear His Word, they will receive hidden manna that sustains, and the white stone and name that reveals the approval of God.
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