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As Thyatira was off center and allowed the Jezebelian spirit to come into the ministry and direct its work, God allowed Sardis to bring the light of truth back into the church.  Though Sardis did not have spiritual life, as she ought, she sure had the light of knowledge and did a great deal to break up the terrible work of Thyatira.  Now, since Sardis did have light but no life God moves to bring the church into the age of Philadelphia a church that seems not only to have light but also to have life.


Philadelphia, unlike Sardis, possesses light and life and is able to take the truths of God’s Word and share them in a life giving way to the world.  Spiritual revival is taking place, and in this age it seems that there is a return to the church of Ephesus, the desired church.

Now, a spiritual moving of God begins to take place, and unlike our last church age, people are allowing God freedom to move, not just mentally but also spiritually. This church, not only brings light, she brings life, she not only brings knowledge but she also brings reality.


This church age is the 18th and 19th century when the church seems to grab hold of the message of the gospel and spread it like never before. This is a day and age when across the world light is being grasped, and spread like.  America is not only being established she is spreading the gospel of Christ throughout the world sending missionaries with the good news. The most powerful and foundational missionaries of all time are traveling the world and even China is opening to the gospel; it is this time when the great revival of Whales takes place when men leave work at the noon hour to beseech God in prayer.  Revivals are taking hold across Europe and America.  

Divinely appointed men are giving forth light; men such as:  John Edwards, John Wesley, George Whitfield, D.L. Moody, Spurgeon, Billy Sunday, Andrew Murray, Jessie-Penn-Lewis, Watchmen Nee, Billy Graham, men who are giving the gospel as well as deep rich teaching. Men and women who give their lives to producing commentaries and concordances for assisting us in the Word, men like Darby, Ironside, Newel, Barclay, Henrietta Mears, Wuest, Vine, Strong, Young, Pink and on and on.

Do we realize that the greatest, deepest and richest truth we have today is what was given to us in the 1800’s and early 1900’s? We could endlessly look at all God gave to us in this time period that is Christ centered and wonderfully rich. Before we pass from this thought we should also remember that this is an age when men gathered in large gatherings to hear the gospel, yes even in tent meetings and there was light and there was hunger.  This also was an age when radio came on strong giving opportunity for the gospel to be preached and the Word to be taught.  Great and exciting things were taking place.


Philadelphia means “brotherly love” and that is exactly what this church was; it is a place for true brethren who are one in Christ and who possess the love of God for one another.  This church always will be a church of love; that is what she is and that is what she gives.

To this church there is no rebuke and to this church Christ comes in chapter 3 verse 7 as “He that is holy and He that is true, and as He that hath the key of David.” To this church Christ is holy and Christ is true; this church knows where it is at, it is Christ and Christ alone.  He alone is Holy and He alone is true. The church of Philadelphia is Christ centered, to this church and to this age, it is not about a building, a denomination, a doctrine, a man, nor is it about control or power, this church knows it is Christ and allows Him to be holy and true.  Notice also that He holds the key of David meaning He is the owner; you see if I have the key to the house I own the house, I am the man; Christ has the key because He is the owner of the Kingdom, He is in control, He has the authority, not man, not a board, not a church.


V. 7 “He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth and no man openeth. V. 8 I know thy works; behold, I have set before thee an open door and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.”

The one who has the key is also the one who can open and the one who can shut.  This is most important and precious concerning this church age, because this is the church age where Christ has opened doors in such a way that His Spirit is moving and giving this group an opportunity to give out the gospel like never before.  That is why this age had so many great spiritual leaders, for this age has an open door to give out the gospel like no other church age.  What we all need to learn from this is that we need Him to open the doors, and we need Him to close the door.  When He opens we can go through, when He opens rich things can take place.  When He closes not one can do anything.  This church has learned that He holds the key and because He does they can do nothing until He opens.  How we need to learn this today, so often we try to open the doors on our own; like we know what to do, like we know what is best. Because we open doors we are doing it in ourselves and the problems can be more than we can imagine.  This is true of ministry and this is true of our personal lives; if He does not open the door nothing good will take place, and if we open the door it will only be a work of our flesh that will end in disaster. Therefore, if He closes the door we must not force it open as so many do, in their personal lives.


The reason everything is so rich, wonderful and fruitful in this church age is simply because Christ has opened the door. Are we willing to wait until He opens the door for our ministry?  Are we willing to wait until He opens the door for our personal lives?


What about this open door, is it still open? I suppose there is always an open door for every church that will wait for Him to open a door of ministry, but for a church age that had an open door like we have seen within this time frame; I must question whether it is still open, or at least that it seems to be closing. We do not have the rich gospel teaching and preaching that we once did, we do not have the depth of the Word that we once did, and the best that I receive from the Word I receive from books that are 70 to 100 years old.  We might think we have depth and light like we once did, but I think not, for the men who give us the Word in depth today are few and far between. We spend more time scratching itching ears then we do giving the depth of His Word, like we once did. We spend far more time entertaining and making people feel comfortable then convicting them of sin and enriching them in the Word.  Now, after I have said this, I want you to know that I do believe we still have men who are enriching us with the Word, who are still being used of the Lord to enrich the children, but at the same time I believe that what they give was established and rooted in their hearts from the Philadelphian open door.


Note please, that the most wonderful and spiritually productive church age is spoken of as a church that has a little strength; imagine what could have been done if she had a great deal of strength? Part of the reason for this may be that it was a small ministry, as it is known that this particular church was not large at all.  I think that today, contrary to what men might think the church that is often used is a small church. Size is not the factor, but spiritual impact is.

I do believe as time passes, and you desire the riches of Christ and His Word, you will have to establish yourself into some small insignificant house ministry. Insignificant as far as the world is concerned but vital in regards to Christ’s view.


This church not only is united as brothers and sisters, not only is it a place of love but we also see two important characteristics that are also present:  This church has kept the Word, and this church has not denied Christ’s name.  In the church of Philadelphia you can expect to receive the Word.  Here the Word is given, taken to heart and applied to the life.  This church is not just a church that hears the Word but also does the Word, the word kept may imply that this church watched over the Word to be sure that it was protected and shared.  Philadelphia was also a place that did not deny Christ’s name.  In this ministry, it is about Christ, not about anything else. This church takes its stand before believers and non-believers, before the government and the authorities, no matter what the consequences.


V.9 “Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.”

This ministry, like many ministries has its difficulties with people who do not know the Lord.  These Jews spoken of here were also referred to in 2:9, and are those people who act as if they are saved but are not. They lie and because they do, Christ will make it clear that they are of the synagogue of Satan and not of the church.  There are many like this connected to every church, people who imply they know the Lord when they do not, people who get into the workings of the church implying they have the leading of the Lord, and as such they are very dangerous.  They however, will be shown for what they are: that they are not of Christ but of Satan Himself, and within God’s timing they will have to come and fall before the feet of those who truly know the Lord and perhaps confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

They will one day know without question, that those they have opposed are those that the Lord truly loved.


V.10 “Because thou has kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”

This church age has been a faithful church age that has kept the Word, watched over it, been enlightened by it and shared it with the children, and as a result there is a very special blessing for this ministry.  Do you remember Thyatira in 2:22?  There we learned that she would go through the great tribulation, but here, now in Philadelphia we are told she will be kept from the hour of temptation, the hour of trial, that most all commentaries believe means this church will not go through the tribulation.  Because you have kept my Word, I will keep you and you will not go through the tribulation that will come upon them that dwell upon the earth.  Now, here again no matter what you believe about the rapture, here, only is the first church that was specifically told it will not go through the tribulation, and it is a direct result of its keeping the Word and not denying Christ.


Notice also, that when we come to this church age in verse 11 we read: “Behold, I come quickly; hold fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” Therefore, we see that when we get to this time in history, a time we believe we have been experiencing, we are told, behold, I come quickly.  Therefore, we can without question see that as far as the Lord is concerned we are in the latter days and we must therefore be alert and on our guard because to this church he says: “I come quickly.” 


Therefore, to this church age He says hold fast, cling to what you have, that no man take away your crown.  The other churches were churches that needed to gain the crown, for in 2:10 it speaks of those who will be given a crown, while here it speaks of those who have their crown but simply must hold on to it. Don’t let a man take it away.  Who knows all that this means?  I do believe we live in a day when certain men would try and take a way our crown, our crown of life, and our crown of reward.
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