“Prayerful thoughts”

J.W. Sims

For several weeks this prayer service has been on my heart and though I have taught on prayer many times I am surprised how many there are who know so little when it comes to proper prayer, therefore I am giving to you these prayerful thoughts on prayer that are saturated with Jessie-Penn-Lewis and Watchman Nee.

Coming to God in prayer requires dependence upon God.  We are admitting that we can do nothing, that we have no ability to remedy the situation and therefore we fall before Him to ask according to His will for guidance, blessing, forgiveness. Prayer is not I depending upon others or self, but depending upon God through His Son Jesus Christ.  

“Prayer is none other than an act of the believer working together with God.  Prayer is not the expressing of our wish for God to yield to our petition and fill up our selfish desire.  It is not the forcing of the Lord to change His will and perform what He is unwilling to do. No, prayer is simply speaking out the will of God through the mouth of the believer. Before God, the believer asks in prayer for the Lord’s will to be done.”

So many believers simply just start praying according to their own personal needs, desires and wants.  They center about their needs, problems and concerns for themselves and for others.  True prayer however is slowing down, waiting, resting and relying upon the Spirit to reveal to you what you should pray and how you should pray it. This is the highest kind of praying, it honors God and because the believer has learned to wait and to pray according to His leading, it is prayer that is answered, for God loves to fulfill His desire. The highest kind of praying is simply discerning God’s will and then praying it.

Prayer is having a burden; God gives to the believer a burden and that believer prays according to the burden that God has given.  We pray because we have a burden, and if we do not have a burden we really do not pray.  God gives to us a burden so we will pray, He gives to us a burden for a situation, for a person or for a need and we keep on praying until we no longer have a burden.  Praying without a burden is just praying our thoughts and ideas, it is without unction, without the richness and presence of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer is always unto the Heavenly Father through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Many pray to Christ, but the highest kind of prayer is unto the Father through Christ.  We should learn to take it to the top for this is why we have a Savior, our mediator between man and God. Therefore, all prayers should end in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer must always be directed up and not out.  There is a prayer force, which is contained in the latent soul of man that can go out upon others rather than up unto God and we therefore must understand this and guard our prayers.  Individuals who direct their prayers out unto others bring about damage and can harm the spiritual and physical health of believers.  If however, we direct our prayers unto the Father then He will be in control and all that takes place in the lives of His children will be safeguarded.

We need to realize that in these last days men in false religions gather together to send out prayers against believers and against America for our hurt and for damage.  These are not prayers that are directed up to the Father, but soulish prayers that are directed out to others and they are real, and they are powerful and they can bring great damage.  If we ever have a sense that someone is praying prayers out toward us we must ask God to wrap a wall of protection about us and to rebuke those false soulish prayers. If not we may suffer in our lives because of soulish prayers coming out against us.

In these last days we must be on our guard as the Devil wants to use improper praying for himself and for bringing about his desire in these end times. If anyone teaches you in a message, or in a book that you need to connect too and rely upon a spirit to guide you in your prayers you know not to listen and not to accept such falseness.

There are spirit guides who are from the enemy that would take advantage of such an opportunity to control you and to use you in an evil work of the enemy and misdirect your life as well as your prayers.

Today, through the growing New Age Movement as well as its acceptance and penetration into the church, men and women are being taught to simply open their minds, to allow their minds to be empty of thoughts so that God can come and give to them                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        images, visions and messages that will enhance their spiritual lives. Needless to say if you would do something like this the enemy will come and have access to your mind and bring all kinds of experiences that can bring damage to you for years.

Watchman Nee writes of a brother who deeply walked with the Lord and knew how to pray and this is what he said concerning prayer:

1. The first step is that God conceives a thought, which is His will.

2. The second step is that He reveals His will to His children through the Holy Spirit.

3. The third step is that God’s children return His will by praying to Him, for prayer is responding to God’s will.

4. The fourth step is that God will accomplish this very thing.

How high this kind of praying is, how much higher than many believers ever go? Our prayers have been too low, to self-centered, too much on what I want, need or must have, looking to God as our delivery boy for our needs.  Yes, God through His Son cares for us, but in all that He does and desires to do, it is always for His glory, always for the lifting up of His Son and always according to His will, not ours.  If we can get a handle on these truths our prayers will be of the highest kind, they will be involved in the fulfillment of His will and they will be answered for they will be in the name of His Son, and always according to His needs and desires and not ours.  

