“Pressing on in Christ”
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As you will remember last week I encouraged you to so rest in the value of Christ and His shed blood so as to have calmness of heart and mind.  I pointed out how many are bound up by their past.  They have become discouraged, depressed and have had a tendency to give up. In Christ your past has been washed away and in this we can rest for this is why we love Him.


As I begin this lesson I want to encourage you not to give up.  This is a reason why Satan does what he does: not only to keep you from growing, but also to cause you to give up in regard to spiritual things, and personal relationship with Christ.

 People give up for many reasons; can you think of any?


As we look into the Word it is obvious that we are encouraged to not give up, to hang in there, to continue on unto the end.  Biblically speaking those who continue on are those who give testimony that they are the true children for the true children press on.


I do not know what you might be going through in your life; the mental battles or struggles you might be having but this I know you must not give up, you must not turn from pressing on with God.  Some of you may think that you can handle no more – that no one understands what you go through – but you need to know that everyone goes through something – it comes with life – it comes from the Enemy – but we must not give up – we must press on.


There are many words in the scripture used to imply that we must not give up but I will only use a couple of them for our lesson.  The first word is the word faint; it is a good word and implies a person who is weak and weary.  The scripture is clear concerning this word that you and I should not become faint – weak – and weary – It implies losing heart and desiring to give up.

Luke 18: 1 reads:  “Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart or faint”

We all are tempted to lose heart concerning life, circumstances and spiritual things but a helpful key in not doing this is our prayer time.

Galatians 6:9 is a wonderful verse for these latter days that we live in, days that are full of so much evil, anger, and nastiness:  “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart – or faint.”  See how clear the Word is that we must not grow weary, we must not lose heart for there is a special season for reaping if we press on.

We need, of course to keep our eyes on something that can encourage us, that can cause us to press on, we need Hebrews 12:2-3:


“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls”

We need to keep our eyes upon Christ for even He who was the Son of God had difficulty, suffering and shame, even hostility from others but He endured because He looked beyond what He was going through to what would one day be enjoyed.  You and I need to look beyond what we are going through to what we will one day have and enjoy.


One of the things that ought to give us encouragement is our ministry.  I believe that the Lord gives to each of His children a ministry and it is important to know what this ministry is.  This was so important to Paul that in 2 Corinthians 4:1 he said: “Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart.”  Having a ministry is so important and precious, that it encourages us to press onward and to not lose heart – a ministry brightens our out look in regard to spiritual things and causes you to desire to press on – it gives us a purpose.

V.16 “Therefore, we do not lose heart, even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.”  Paul expressed that all things are for your sakes – that God is moving and doing what He knows is best – and even in later life when we see ourselves as growing older and physically depreciating yet we will be renewed within and therefore we will not lose heart – we will not desire to give up but will press on.


There is another word used that would imply we should not give up and that is the word “Endure.”

To endure means to remain, to bear, and to persevere.  Again being a person who does not give up but presses on until the Lord returns or He takes us home.


Matthew 24:13 Is important for it reads: “But he who endures to the end shall be saved.”

Wow! Do you see why this issue of enduring is so important, for here the Lord makes perfectly clear that it is those who endure to the end that will be saved.  For the Christian there is no such thing as giving up, for once you become a Christian you do not look back nor turn back but you press onward unto the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.


Do you remember the seed that was thrown on the stony ground?  Mark 4:14 Tells us that that seed did not bear fruit because it did not endure.  There are many who will look so good to us spiritually, they will initially appear to have a genuine relationship to Christ but it was not real, the Word did not take root and they did not endure.  Therefore, again we see how essential enduring is, for it is a testimony that we have truly connected to Christ.


2 Timothy 2:3 is important to all of us who live in these last days for here we read that we must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. We each need to learn to endure the hardness of life and the struggle that comes with being a Christian in this day and age.  We are soldiers for Christ and therefore we will need to endure – to persevere and not to give up.  How do we endure hardness as a good soldier?

“Don’t get entangled with the affairs of this life” This of course is one of the big reasons why Christians don’t endure, it is because they become entangled with this life and all the things within it. We must be careful, as Satan just loves it when Christians are entangled with the things of this world – “set your affections upon the things of Heaven not upon the things of the earth.”

So the soldier has to endure, he has to be careful not to be entangled with the affairs or things of this world.

He must be like an athlete who competes – an athlete who presses on for the crown and receives the crown because he competes according to the rules.    The Lord has rules and as a Christian we are to follow those rules – just as anyone in any situation will have to follow the rules.

2 Timothy 4:5 reads: “But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
Without a doubt hanging in there and pressing on until the Lord takes us home, or until He returns is vital, in fact it is the testimony that we are truly the children of the lord.  Enduring hardness and enduring afflictions will most certainly be a part of our lives especially as we approach the end of the age.  Difficult times are coming and yes I believe the Church is going to see a great deal of persecution before the Lord takes her out of here.

Isaiah 40:28-31 is a blessed passage to end our lesson with and therefore I would like to suggest that you carefully and prayerfully read it for yourself. Please note that it is always those who wait upon the Lord that are those who will have their strength renewed and will mount up with wings as eagles, who will run, and not be weary and who will walk and not faint.

