“Pressing on”
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Mark 6:45-51

Today the church is in the midst of the sea, somewhere between its initial meeting and calling of the Lord and the completion of His kingdom.  In my life and yours we are somewhere between our first coming to Him and our carrying out of His will for our lives.

The Lord always works to guide His children and to direct them where He wants them to be.  Here we find that He constrained His disciples to get into a ship and go to Bethsaida – Bay-sahee’-dah.

When the Lord desires us to go to a particular place or to carry out a particular work, He constrains us by the Holy Spirit, meaning he constrains us or compels us to do so.

The Lord compels us to do certain things and because He does we need to learn to be sensitive to Him.

In verse 46 we must conclude that everyone needs time alone, time to be with the Father in rest and in prayer.  Those who minister to people need time to refresh pray and listen to the Lord.  We cannot 

Always give out without ever taking in.

Please note that the Lord had compelled them to go to Bethsaida.  He did not discuss they might have a difficult time, that they might have any hardship; that was not to be of their concern, they simply were to carry out His will and go where He desired them to go. The same is true for you and I, whether we are carrying out His will in some area or whether we are simply moving from here to eternity, just keep pressing on, do not give up, do not become discouraged.

Bethsaida means “the fishing house” and therefore it was the fishing house where they were to go.

V.47 “And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land.”

Certainly it is not long until light turns into twilight, and twilight turns into darkness.  How often that is the way it is when we are on our mission for God. Darkness quickly comes when we are working on carrying out His will. Scary times, confusing times, times that are difficult and full of stress come every time we desire to carry out His will.  As you and I have become Christians and are pressing on toward His kingdom in our lives, there will be many times when we will have to trudge through the darkness, holding on to Him by the faith He has given. There will be times when carrying out His will begins very easily, there will be times when a person’s Christian life begins very easily, but it will not be long until we are in the midst, far from where we have been and a long ways from where we want to be and it is dark and scary, painful and confusing.  Don’t give up; simply press on through the darkness, the pain and hardship.

The interesting part about this is while the disciples are in the boat the Lord is on the land, observing them and watching over them with a loving eye.

V.48 “And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them, and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them.”

The work of the church is so difficult today; pressing on in the Christian life is not easy.  It involves toiling in our rowing. The disciples must row, for the Lord compelled them to go to Bethsaida and that requires their rowing.  We also have been given a work and because we have we must row. If we do not row we will not move forward into His will, or into the place where He wants us to be. If we do not row we will only drift according to the world’s winds and well as the wind of the enemy.  It takes nothing to drift, but you will never get to where the Lord wants you to be.  No strength, no faith, no effort, no accomplishment whatsoever, just drifting. When we meet the Lord we will have to confess we did nothing in regard to our spiritual life, or in regard to His service, we just drifted through out our lives.

Please note, that the wind was contrary, it was against them all the time they were rowing.  If they do not row, it is not just that they will not move forward, but they will even move backward.

May I say this?  If you are serving the Lord, if you are carrying out His will, if we as a church are about His work, we will experience a contrary wind. The true church, and the true Christian are sailing against the wind.  If we never sense that we are sailing against the wind something is seriously wrong, because we may be driving according to the world’s winds, accomplishing nothing and going no where.

It is better to go against the wind, to suffer persecution, difficulty and pain, carrying out the will of the Lord then it is to drift in this world, to be comfortable, but to accomplish nothing.  I have known many Christians who want an easy life, a comfortable and prosperous life without difficulty and because they do, they want a church that takes no stand, gives no challenging message, but simply keeps them happy and content.  This cannot be the true church in the kind of day that we live, for the true church is going contrary to the wind and experiencing hardship, toiling and therefore ever having to row against the wind. 

They were rowing at the fourth watch of the night. This means that they were rowing against the wind at three o’clock in the morning.  This is no easy task, and would have caused most of us to give up, to rest, to simply go to sleep and drift.  The Lord knew this and so this is when he just happens to be walking by them on the water, and was so confident that everything was okay, He was going to pass them by. How true this is for when we are full of weariness and fear, the Lord knows that everything is just fine.

Today, the church, and in fact every child of God is in the midst of the sea concerning His will or concerning our time of His kingdom.  How are we doing?  Are we busy toiling and rowing in the darkness and in the contrary winds?  Many are not, for many are just drifting, content to be saved but accomplishing nothing for God.  No work, no spiritual effort, no stand for Him, just floating around using no effort, faith or intestinal fortitude, and someday we will have to answer to the Lord for the nothing we have accomplished.

As a pastor who works outside of his ministry I realize how difficult and exhausting this rowing can become and how often you just want to fall asleep in the boat and drift; certainly without Him working and encouraging us in our lives we cannot possibly press on.
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