“Put on God’s protection”

J.W. Sims


If there is anything you and I need today it is the protection of God.  To many of the Lord’s children are walking each day in this world of ours unprotected and because they are they fall vulnerable to the attacks of the enemy.  I am not sure of all the reasons why we walk unprotected, we just do:

Some walk unprotected because they do not believe there is an enemy and therefore they need not be protected.  While others walk unprotected because they do not know what their protection is or how to put it on.


When I talk about the need of protection I am talking about it because Satan is real and wants to bring damage into the lives of God’s children.  We need protection from the work of Satan, the devil.

To begin with, we always have protection through the cross and through the shed blood of Christ.  You and I must always stand behind the power of the cross in all that we do. There is the power of protection behind the cross and we should never accept anything into our lives that does not come by way of the cross, thus coming as a result of God’s work.  Nothing that comes from the enemy can penetrate to us if we rest under the shadow of the cross. I Corinthians 1:18 should carefully be read, for here we learn that the cross is the power of God.  All the power that we need for our lives and against any attacks from the enemy is found in the power of the cross.

The needed work of the shed blood of Christ in our behalf is also seen in Hebrews 10:19 for here we learn that it is the shed blood of Christ that gives you and I access to the Father into the holy of holies.  Colossians 1:20 makes it clear to us that they way to peace is through the shed blood of Christ, do we long for peace between the Lord and ourselves?  Do we long for peace in our day-to-day lives?  That peace is found for us in the shed blood of Christ. Therefore, it is in the shed blood of Christ that we must rest, we must call upon the Father to apply the blood to our lives.

Finally, in Revelation 12:11 we see the key to victory over the enemy; it is by the shed blood of the lamb, by our testimony unto the Lord, and by the fact that we do not love our lives.  We understand the need of the blood, but do we understand the need of our testimony?  Do we realize that when we are under great stress, persecution and attack, that raising our voice in praise and testimony actually is what assists in gaining victory over Satan?  Let us never forget the value of our testimony of praise unto Him in the midst of terrible trouble.  Finally, they did not love their lives and this of course is something that we never think upon or look at for we all love our lives. This one causes me great concern because of the message I hear being preached, the messages of self-esteem and how we need to love ourselves and be happy with ourselves and how God desires to give us everything we need to be happy and prosperous. We are so bombarded with how we should love ourselves today, how can we ever have victory?  We do not want to reject our lives and live for Christ; we want our lives to be full, rich and comfortable.


We will now turn to Ephesians 610-20 to see our protection or amour from God and the value of placing every single piece upon our lives.

V.10 “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”

This word finally is a great word for it means “from now on” From now on until the return of Christ this is what you need to do if you are going to be protected and have victory over Satan. Is it any wonder the church is so weakened today?  We are simply not putting on the clothing that God has given to us for our protection and victory.

“Be strong” “To make strong” The idea is to endue with strength; to clothe one’s self with strength as one puts on a garment. The emphasis is on “continually being strengthened.” Note please that it all comes from our union with the Lord.

The whole idea here is not trying to be strong in us but being strong or strengthen in the Lord as the only supply for our strength. Be strong in the Lord and in His active power and might. We truly have to connect to the Lord to rest in all that is provided.

V.11 “Put on the whole armor of God, that ye might be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

“To envelope in, to hide in, to totally clothe yourself in the armor of God.” Needless to say if we are going to find protection this is the way; to completely hide in the armor that God has provided; how can Satan get us when we are totally hidden?  Totally enveloped in the armor of God? The word “whole” points to weapon, literally “all weapons” It implies to be “wholly armed in full armor.” No soldier would go out to battle with out having every bit of armor and weapons that is available and yet we Christians do so every single day.

We cannot overlook that the key phrase here is the whole armor of God, for it is all in God, and if we do not get it from God we are vulnerable, it cannot come from ourselves, nor from anything many might teach we must get it directly from God. Perhaps, one of our problems today is that we just take some of the armor and not all of the armor therefore in some areas we are protected while in others we are vulnerable.  Total victory however, will depend upon totally being enveloped by the armor that God has provided. If we are going to be able to meet our foe and have victory we will have to have completeness without missing lack of any one part.


This idea of “standing against” means the ability to take a stand, to stand our ground against the enemy so he cannot have victory. We will not run from him, but will take a stand against him.  I think this is not what is happening in our lives as well as in our ministries.  I think we do not take a stand against the enemy and therefore we flee without enjoying victory and peace.  The Church must understand these things, and must stand against the enemy that he will not have victory in our age, in our church, and in our lives.

What is it that we are standing against?  We are to stand against the “wiles of the enemy, that is the strategy, schemes and plans of the enemy. It is a word that speaks of deceit, of tricks and of craftiness such as is seen in the garden.  Why do we need the whole armor of God?  Because Satan is real and because he has a scheme, a plan of deceit and trickery to cause us to go in wrong directions, to bring damage into our lives, to cause us to think light is darkness and darkness is light, to bring ill health, spiritual poverty, unhappiness and misery into our lives and we must discern it and we must stand against it. We must not fail, but we must hold our ground against Him that we might live in full victory and happiness.

