“Repent and Believe”
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We live in a gospel age as we have mentioned before that is often off center.  Sure we preach a comforting message, a message of hope.  We preach the blessed message of Christ and of the importance of receiving Him for forgiveness of sin as well as salvation.  This message is a true message it is the solid and comforting message of the gospel.  For the Church today however there is somewhat of a lack in giving forth the full message of the gospel.  We are busy expressing the need of receiving Christ as personal Savior for the forgiveness of sin but we do not seem to point out the absolute necessity of repenting of sin before receiving Christ.  Before we receive Christ the Holy Spirit must convict us of sin so that we will repent of our sin and rebellion toward God.  As a result, I believe we have some serious problems in the Church today:  We have many people who have received Christ but many who have not repented of their sins.  Consequently, we have many religious, unsaved people whose lives are unchanged.  This is very sad and dangerous as it causes a false sense of salvation, a sense of a successful ministry while we have allowed the Church to become corrupted and destroyed genuine witnessing to the world. Sure the message is so good, and the evangelist portrays Christ in such a powerful way, but if there has been no repentance there is no salvation.


Please look at what our Savior said in Luke 13:3 “I tell you, nay; but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Whether we like it or not, it is the full gospel, first the repenting and second the receiving of Christ.  The two must go together for the one leads to the other.  Actually there are three: First the conviction of the Holy Spirit, second the repenting from the sin and thirdly the receiving of Christ.  This is full salvation with a coming in of the Holy Spirit into our lives.


The message of repentance has always been the message of the gospel since the beginning and to miss that would be to miss the first step toward the proper gospel.  Please note that when the disciples were first sent out in Mark 6:7-12 in verse twelve we read:  “And they went out, and preached that men should repent.”  Also turn with me to Luke 24:47 “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”  And finally turn with me to 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” Without question the key to the gospel message has always been and always will be the need and the priority of repenting. If we miss this step and simply go to the need of receiving Christ we will miss the most important step for bringing someone to the Lord.  Is it possible that over the years the church has missed the first step and gone on to the second?  Have we dwelled so much on receiving Christ that we have missed the convicting work of the Holy Spirit, as well as the need to repent?  I think we have and it is bringing devastation into the church.


We must ask ourselves what does it mean to repent? It is actually a simple meaning for it means to repent with regret, for true repentance means we regret what we have done and what we are.  To repent speaks of a change of heart and mind concerning the way we live.  When true repentance comes it changes our way of thinking and the choices you make.  Therefore, true repentance is not simply saying I am sorry and asking for forgiveness for true repentance is a change in my life that causes me to go in a new direction not walking in the old way; something of course that can only be done by the work of God in my life.

When we repent we no longer live our lives in rebellion to God’s way and will, we repent and walk with Him. The person who repents gives God His rightful place and seeks to walk with Him. 

We might ask, why is repentance so important?  What does it do for me?

The Bible seems to express that if we do not repent we will not believe.  Please turn with me to Matthew 21:32 “For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not; but the publicans and the harlots believed him; and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe.” Please notice that when the Lord came to the Jews by John and he preached to them they would not believe him, that even the publicans and the harlots did believe Him but you, you would not repent so that you would believe.  This is most amazing to us and indicates something that we do not often think of and that is through repentance came a belief.  Is this not why so many do not believe?  Many simply want to believe but do not want to repent and it is only by repenting that we are ever able to believe. In Mark 1: 15 we read: “Repent ye, and believe the gospel” so once again we have the repenting before the believing.   The commandment of God in Acts 17:30 was that every man everywhere should repent.


In Acts 3:19 we read:  “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.” Repenting and being converted are both seen together here and give to us vital information.  If we repent we will be converted, we will have a turn around of our hearts and minds.  As a result we will have our sins blotted out and there will be times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. How we must be careful to preach this message, for if the Spirit moves and men repent they will be converted their sins will be blotted out and they will find the refreshment of the Lord. We cannot simply tell them to receive Christ, for before receiving Christ they must be willing to repent.  Too many in the church today have done the receiving but they have never done the repenting and as a result we have a weakened church.  We take those who have receiving Christ without repentance and we put them to work in our Sunday school programs and our youth programs so that they in turn are preaching and teaching to our children the need to receiving Christ while missing the importance of repenting from sin.

In Acts 26:20 we learn that man ought to repent and turn to God, something that is needed in the life of a man for when we repent we are saying I turn to God I no longer trust in myself or in my righteousness, but now trust in God alone.

Repenting to God seems easy, and yet it is the most difficult thing we have to do, we do not naturally repent, we do not naturally say, I am sorry, it was my fault, I am wrong.  When it comes to leading someone to the Lord this is the most difficult task and yet the first vital step, a step that is all to often left out of the process.  In Romans 2:4 we read: “that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance” Therefore, I assume there is a needed work of God in this bringing of someone to repent of their sins, and whatever or however He does it, it is the result of His goodness.

Along with this in 2 Timothy 2:25 we read: “If God peradventure (whether or not) will give them repentance to the acknowledgement of truth.” So again we see that this work of repentance needs to be a working of God.  You or I cannot force it upon anyone, but we sure can pray that God will work to give him or her this spirit of repentance.


In 2 Corinthians 7:9-10 Paul speaks of a godly sorrow, a sorrow that brings someone to repentance.  This is what we need in the lives of our friends and our family that God would so move by His Spirit that they would experience this godly sorrow, a sorrow that would lead them to repentance a repentance that leads to salvation. If there is anything I have learned over the years however it is that I cannot cause a person to repent, that alone is a work of God, it is something between the person and God.  If I try I only bring aggravation, anger and cause them to move away, but if I leave it unto the Lord, great things can happen.


Certainly this is a simple little lesson and yet I think that it is so simple it is overlooked and the end result is devastating to the church as well as individual’s lives.  In every evangelistic message, in every witness, in every revival service we must hear this message of repentance.
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