“Sardis, the church of restoration”

J. W. Sims


When we realize how wonderful and rich the first church age was and how far it had fallen by the time of Thyatira, we can only hope that something would happen to take us out of the dark ages and into the marvelous light of Christ.  Sardis in so many ways is a restoration of truth that came through a return to the Word.  As you will remember, Thyatira did all it could to keep the Word from the hands of the people less they would see and receive the light of Christ. Sardis means “restoration” for in this Church Age restoration is going to take place, at least in the mental and academic realm.

When you come to Sardis you need to realize that many Bible scholars believe that she represents Protestantism as Thyatira represented Catholicism. Sardis seems to be the time of the restorationwhen the Word of God was made available and released into the hands of the people.

In 1550 Johan Gutenberg invented the printing press and the first thing that was printed was the Gutenberg Bible that the Holy Spirit used to place into the hands of the people and give forth light that had been hidden for so many years.  When we stop and think about our day and age, we just wonder what might have been the first thing to be printed?  Now however, by this wonderful working and moving of God the Catholic church can no longer keep the true Word of God out of the hands of the people and therefore they are losing their control. Now, the average person that is willing to yield to the Holy Spirit is able to receive the light of the gospel and know for him or for herself what is truth.  This wonderfully changed the understanding and direction of men, for now truth was no longer hidden and how one could be saved is clearly known.

Now men like Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, and Knox are able to search the Word obtain the truth and preach the message to people throughout the land.  Martin Luther is able to give the message of “Justification by faith” of how we are saved by the grace of God if we but have faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  It is no longer what the church says, no longer a matter of obeying the church or of giving them funds for salvation and for staying out of purgatory, now it is Christ and Christ alone. One of the first commentaries written during this time period was on the book of Galatians, which wonderfully revealed that salvation was by Christ alone without any works or procedures.


The Church of Thyatira is upset, things are out of control the church that once had power and the people right where they wanted them is in a dilemma, things are falling apart. Light is being given, men are in the Word and the Catholic Church no longer carries the control it once had. People are being fed, eyes are being opened, and they are turning from the church and turning unto Christ.


To this church our Lord comes in verse 2 as He that hath the seven Spirits of God, as He that hath the seven stars.  To this Church enlightenment has been given, and therefore He reveals that He is the one who holds the seven Spirits, meaning the seven characteristics of the Spirit of God.  He also holds the seven messengers, those spiritual beings or pastors who are involved in this church age.  God is in control and He is bringing into this ministry a new light, a return unto the true gospel of grace, and the simple message of Christ as our salvation.

V.2 “ I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and are dead.”

Every Church age has its works and Christ observes its works, some works may be good and some may be bad, but Christ observes all works.  If only we would keep this in mind perhaps our hearts would be more careful and on our guard when it comes to ministry.

The way we have presented this Church age you would think it was going to be the best, but it is not the best, in fact this is the only Church that Christ has nothing good to say.

This Church is a dangerous church and it is all around us today. Why is it so dangerous?  Just as the Lord said: “It has a name that implies it is alive, but it is not, it is dead spiritually.”  You see this church knows and has the message, but there is no spiritual life.  The message is in the mind and not in the heart.  There are so many ministries like this today, they have the message, they know what the Word says, they are able to put together a creed that expresses the truth, but they are like those spoken of in 2 Timothy 3:5 “Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” How this ought to touch our hearts because even today this is perhaps more prevalent then it was during the reformation.  We are the church that knows, we are full of knowledge, full of men who are perhaps better trained then ever before; no doubt our Bible colleges and Seminaries out number past generations, but it is all knowledge, all within the mind and not within the heart. Yes, we have a name of life; we have the knowledge and the ability but deny the power of the Holy Spirit.  In our nation we have the Lutherans, the Presbyterians, the Congregationalist, the Methodists and they all have the knowledge, they all have the message, but there is not life, there is deadness. We have light that we have turned into darkness, we have fullness that we have turned into emptiness, we have richness that we have turned into poverty, and we have life that we have turned into death.  Dr. Megee said of this Church: “She has activity, but no actions, she has motion, but without movement, she has promotion without progress, and programs without power.” 

If that does not describe many a Church in America I sure don’t know what does.


How many there are who are going to a ministry that speaks of life that implies life. How many there are today who believe they are getting life because of the crowds, the music, the programs, the building and the excitement, but the Lord looks at the situation and says there is no life there.  We have been so deceived in America that we do not know the difference between a Church that is dead and one that is alive, and we have false, deceived men who do not know life themselves to thank for it.


V.2 “Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.” To this Church the Lord said: “Be watchful” and I can only assume that, that is what He is still saying today.  This Church that implies it has life when it does not, needs to be watchful because it is causing people to think they are going to heaven when many are going to hell. They are implying they have life and therefore drawing many into emptiness and confusion. The word watchful means to be awake, and certainly this Church needs to be awake as to what is happening and what is going on with its ministry. They need to strengthen, to be steadfast in the things that remain because even they are ready to die.  Apparently, they have the light, they have the truth, and still have a little bit of these things left, so they therefore need to strengthen them because even the truths they have are about to die. I have no doubt that today with the Purpose Driven Movement penetrating into thousands of churches it certainly implies Sardis, for it contains the message, but it is corrupted and thought it implies life to men and women it is giving death. This idea that their works are not perfect before God seems to imply their works are not complete, their work of reforming the Church is not yet done, so they need to hold on to what they have and continue to work it out.

No Church in any generation can simply give up and no longer present what God wants it to present and that goes for every little Church that God has produced and nourished. I think that we can assume that what God began during the Reformation was a good thing, and that this Church started off good but soon began to fall from its rich discoveries.


V.3 “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent.” This Church also needs to remember, needs to hold fast to its light and needs to repent from having allowed spiritual death to penetrate its ministry.

“If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.”

Is not this interesting?  That if they do not stay awake, to them He will come as a thief in the night and they will not know at what hour He will come. According to I Thessalonians 5:2 “We know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” Therefore, we conclude that the Church should know that that the Lord is coming as a thief in the night and that it should know when it is nearing, but for this church, they will not know.  They will not know because they are spiritually dead and not alive. Is not this unbelievable?  To think that a Church, a Church like Sardis would not even be aware of the coming of the Lord. What a tragedy, and yet it is probably because they are so content and comfortable with their message of life even though it is dead.


V.4 “Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white; for they are worthy.” No matter what ministry we are discussing, no matter how bad or evil it is there are always the faithful children of the Lord who are not deceived, who remain faithful to the true gospel message of Christ, there are always those who have not defiled their garments by turning from the truth and because they are they are considered worthy and they shall be clothed in garments of white.


V.5 “He that over cometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before His angels.” Is this not our hope?  That our name that is written in the book of life will not be blotted out?  That we, one day by the grace and cleansing blood of Christ will be enveloped and clothed with Christ for all eternity? That He one day, will confess us before the Father as having known and having given us a name, 2:17?
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