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We now come to our second church listed in Revelation chapter 2, a church that did exist, that does exist today, and that reminds us of the 2nd and 3rd Century when God’s children suffered so much for their faith in Christ Jesus.


There is no question that the suffering church is still with us today, many of the Lord’s children spread out over this world are still suffering and having their homes destroyed, their families being separated, their lively hood being taken, imprisoned, beaten and killed for the sake of Christ.  We in America seem to know little of this kind of suffering and because of it we have become weak, pampered and uncaring.


Smyrna was a prosperous city that accumulated a great deal of money by its producing of myrrh an expensive perfume that came as a result of crushing.  It was very precious and used for the embalming of dead bodies.  It was bitter in taste but precious and valuable.  It is no mistake that Smyrna the city would be a place that reminds us of the suffering of the saints.  The wonderful thing to remember concerning myrrh is that after it was crushed came forth a beautiful fragrance.  No one wants to be crushed, no one wants to be dealt with, but the end result is, that when we have been, we too give forth a fragrance unto God, that when we are dealt with and broken the fragrance of all that Christ is, is able to come forth.


This church suffered greatly at the hands of the Romans, for here the children who would not give allegiance and worship to the false god-like emperors would be tortured as never before. In their city everything was to be about Rome and its kingdom, everything was to exalt Rome and if you did not and as a Christian gave your allegiance to Christ and His kingdom you might be hanged, crucified, fed to the lions and used as a torch to light the city of Rome in time of darkness.  These Christians were often falsely accused and dragged off into unspeakable tortures.


Note please, to this suffering church the Lord speaks of Himself as the first and last, which was dead and is alive.  Therefore, to this suffering group of believers He expresses that I am He who was dead but am now alive, in other words I have also been through great pain, and yet have come out into living victory, and because I have you also can.  Christ, understands the pain and the fear of the suffering church and by this statement encourage them on into victory.

V.2 “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou are rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.”

As Christ knew everything concerning Ephesus so He knows everything concerning Smyrna and yes He knows everything concerning our church and our lives.  What a joy to know that the Lord sees and knows the suffering of His children in this world.

Works - This church also is a working church in the eyes of the Lord.  Her works were not as large as the works of Ephesus but she hindered as the result of her poverty and suffering and therefore is evaluated according to her opportunity.

Tribulation –To press, to squeeze – To crush - This is what is happening the children in Smyrna, they are beings pressed and crush for their faith, and just like when the Myrrh is crushed and the fragrance comes forth so they fragrance of Christ comes forth from this church, and from these believers.

Poverty – The poverty spoken of here is so severe that it speaks of begging.  These children live in a very wealthy city but because of their attachment to Christ they are beggars.  Their society will not accept them and will not give them opportunity to obtain riches, not even a living.

How real these things are today throughout our world, how many who for the sake of their relationship with Christ give up all hope of wealth in this world.  Yet, we in America live in a place where weekly from our Televisions, radios and pulpits hear how God wants us to have the riches of this world.  My friends, the message of Prosperity across the America pulpits is a false message, for from this suffering church and even into our day, more often than not those who gives themselves to Christ suffer poverty, not prosperity.

However, as our Lord sees and knows this church, He says:  “But thou art rich.”  As you and I know we possess all the riches of Christ Jesus, Eph. 1:7; 1:18; Phil. 4”19; Col. 1:27.  In the eyes of the world Smyrna is full of poverty but in the eyes of Christ she is full of the riches of Christ.  Preachers today seem to get these two mixed up and believe that the riches of this world is what the Father wants to give to us for being good little Christians and thus they draw many into their false message of prosperity.

We should remember that Laodicea church that we believe is the last church age, the age we presently live in will be the church that considers itself rich and in need of nothing, and to that church they Lord will say: “Thou art poor.”  Yes, the final church will be the rich church as far as this world observes but in the eyes of Christ she will be far from being rich. Is it not amazing that the poor church is spoken of as the rich church while the rich church is spoken of as the poor one?  Our Father always sees differently then we see.

It is important to point out to you that this little suffering, poor church receives no rebuke from Christ, could it be that the little poor suffering churches in our world are so dependent upon the Lord for survival that they do not get off center and those that are prosperous, content as comfortable? Is it possible that the reason the Father allowed suffering to come into the church was once again to restore its loss of love?

Notice please, that the ones who are blaspheming them are false Jews; in other words, born Jews but not born again, not spiritual Jews.  The word used here means to slander someone, to speak evil against them so as to destroy their reputation. The fact that they are spoken of as Jews may indicate that they are religious people, and that should remind us that often it is religious people who have not met Christ that bring the most harm to solid Christians who know Him.  Any time we are attacked in a way such as this we can be assured that it comes from the synagogue to Satan, and may indicate that he is gathered against the children of God in every church age, in every church.

V.10 “fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold the devil will cast some of you in prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

The Lord knows all things and even though this suffering church has been through a great deal, it is not yet over, and so He makes clear fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer, for even though you have been through a great deal there is more to come.  In the midst of there suffering He expresses there is more to come, but be encouraged it will end and you will be given the crown of life.  Some of you will as of yet be placed in prison and you will be tested for your faith.  This test is a test that will show how faithful and solid they are, not a test that will show how unfaithful and weak they are.  

Ye shall have tribulation for ten days, therefore we conclude there is a plan, there is a cut off time, and it will only last for ten days.  For all of the Lord’s children there is a cut off time for suffering, He will only allow our test to go for so long and He will put an end to it.  Sometimes we feel in the midst of our trial that it will never end, but it will, for Christ is in control.

Now about these ten days, are they only ten days?  Are they years?

The suffering of Smyrna went on for two centuries, but those who watch history so carefully and correspond it with the Bible know that between Nero and Constantine there were 10 emperors who brought 10 waves of suffering against this church before the suffering ended and therefore it appears that the 10 days were 10 men who brought about ten waves of terrible suffering. According to William Newell in his book, The book of Revelation they were Nero, Domitian, Trajan, Marcus Aurelius, Severus, Maximum, Decius, Valerian, Aurelian, and Diocletian.

This church however, will get through this and when you do, you will receive the “crown of life.” This wonderfully coincides with James 1:12 where we read: “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”

We always think of being saved and going to heaven and receiving a crown of life, but do you realize that there is a crown of life that is very special and that it is given to those who have been faithful through a time of testing?

As in Ephesus so here in Smyrna we need to be over comers, we need to get through what ever it is we are in and have victory.  Not everyone in every ministry is an over comer, but those who are always receive something very special.  To those in Ephesus it was to eat from the tree of life and now to those in Smyrna it was to receive a crown of life. We as believers must press on and we must be faithful unto the end.

Finally, those who hear what the Spirit is saying and take heed, are those who will not be hurt, injured or damaged by the second death. We all die once, but those who are in Christ will not die the second time for we will possess eternal life with Christ.
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