“ Some throng, some touch”
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Mark 5:24-34 gives to us one of the richest, deepest and most spiritual lessons.  It clearly divides between people who are religious and those who truly know Him. As you read this passage you are forced to conclude that thousands are religious, but only a very few are spiritual.  Only a very few truly know Him and are touched by Him.

V. 24 “ So Jesus went with him, and a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.”

Our attention is first drawn to the multitude.  The Gospels have a lot to say concerning the multitudes of people, as often it is the multitudes of people that miss a genuine experience with Christ, while the individual truly meets and has his life changed.

There were always great crowds of people around Christ, people who were religious, who were interested and curious concerning Christ.  There are always people who like to see things, who like to be entertained. They like to see miracles, hear music and are emotionally tantalized by what is happening in a spiritual sense.  There are people who like to grasp a great deal of Biblical and theological truth with their minds, but still do not touch Christ.  I am sorry to say our world is full of people like this, and full of churches that are willing to take advantage of people like this.  Therefore, they excite them and entertain them with all the fleshy beauty they can.


These are always the people that crowd into Christ, so that they bump into Him.  It is not a spiritual bump but a physical one.  Nothing really takes place between them and Christ.  It is just a physical, religious, mental and emotional bumping and nothing in their life changes.  Our world is full of this type of bumping into Christ today.  The Church is full of this type of experience and we are therefore sadly lacking in deep spiritual experience and reality.  It is a crowded world religiously speaking and every one is pressing in toward one another. Pushing, shoving, crowding and aggravating.  A lot of religious action but not much spiritual fruit, nothing is really happening in a spiritual sense.


You and I should not want to be a part of the multitude.  We should not want to be a part of the multitude as an individual nor as a ministry.  We don’t want to be a Church that simply ministers in a physical way to a multitude of people What we want is a spiritual reality, a touch that changes our lives and the lives of those we minister too.  Otherwise we are doing nothing; we are making no difference in regard to the Kingdom.  Sure, we may be building buildings, entertaining people, and accumulating finances and people but we will have no genuine ministry.  We should not want to be caught up with the enthusiasm of the multitude, but with the quietness of our personal relationship with Christ.

V.25-26 “Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years and had suffered many things from many physicians.  She had spent all she had and was no better, but rather grew worse.”

It is, generally speaking in most people’s lives when we are hurting the most that we begin to reach out to the Lord for help.  This woman was deeply hurting, she had been extremely ill for twelve years.  For twelve years she had suffered with this loss of blood. What anguish of heart and body, what exhaustion she must have known.

She had suffered many things from many physicians. The word used here for suffering is a very intense word; it is generally used to imply suffering evil.  Therefore, what these physicians had placed her through must have been hideous.  Note that it was not only many things but also many physicians.

These men and their procedures had cost her all she had.  She was no better, and in fact she was worse.  Our lives can sometimes be like this; we have tried every thing and nothing has worked.  We now no longer have our money nor our health and we are different than everyone else in the multitude.  We have learned that nothing in this life works, that there is no help in a social or a religious Gospel and we are therefore looking for what works.  Christ was her last resort.  He is our last resort, He knows it and we know it.  Therefore, finally by His grace we come to Him. She had no intention of bumping into Christ accidentally like everyone else was, she needed something real, she would lovingly, gently, reach out and touch Him by faith.  You see, many bump into, many throng Christ, but only a few touch Him and have their lives changed.  I want to be one who touches, and it my prayer that you also will be one who touches.

V.27 “When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched his garment.”

In the midst of all this confusion and noise, in the midst of all the people with their curiosity, activity and interest she in the midst of them steps up behind Christ and touches His garment.

V.29 “Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction.”

What a touch can do when it is a touch of faith.  There is a confirmation within her that she is healed.

V.30 “And Jesus immediately knowing in himself that power had gone out of Him, turned around and said, who touched my clothes?”

Immediately she knew she was healed and immediately He knew power had gone out of Him.  The two that had the touching experience knew they had had it. It was real and it worked a change.  Not only do we know we’ve been touched, but He knows He has been touched, what a blessed experience this is.

This is very important, this is a spiritual experience, and this is what the Church needs today.  We need a genuine personal experience with Christ. Let us always be careful, for we should learn that there are times when by faith we reach out and touch Him.  Perhaps we should not always be waiting for Him to touch us but by faith in the midst of our hurt, our pain, our sorrow, and our loneliness we should reach out and touch Him.  This little suffering lady should teach us that there are times when by faith we must reach out and touch our Savior.

When we realize that the disciples in this passage are to represent spiritual leaders they cause us serious concern.  They just don’t seem to get it; they just don’t seem to understand the spiritual happening here at all.

V.31 “But His disciples said to Him you see the multitude thronging you, and you say, who touched me?”

The disciples see physically but not spiritually.  They see the multitude bumping but don’t see that one little lady touching.  This is our world today; unfortunately they can even be spiritual leaders who just cannot see.  Thousands are falling into Christ physically, mentally, emotionally, and religiously without ever having a spiritual experience.  The sad part about it is, even the spiritual leaders don’t seem to realize it.  They just don’t seem to realize that there is a touch of Christ that is beyond just pressing into Him.

How serious all of this is, for the woman who was touched knew it, and Christ knew He had been touched, but the disciples the spiritual leaders did not know anything in a spiritual sense had taken placed.  They knew nothing of what really took place.  We need to be careful, we need to be spiritually sensitive to the deep things of God, and we need to know the difference between a physical bumping and a spiritual touching. Perhaps because we do not, is exactly why we do not experience more spiritual experience in the Church today.

V. 33 “But the woman, fearing and trembling knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told him the whole truth.”

How sweet, precious and true of people; its an awesome thing to be so touched by Him that you are forever changed, forever healed and yet your reaction to His question is one of fear and trembling.  She was afraid she had done something wrong and yet she was the only one who did something right.  I think those who do well spiritually are often those who fear that they are wrong.  Sometimes others who have only bumped into Christ make them feel as if they are wrong.

“Your faith had made you well, go in peace, and be healed of your affliction.”

Sometimes we have just suffered so long and we hurt so badly that we finally by His grace reach out in faith and have our needs met by Him.  Note that as a result of her experience she can now be in peace.  O how we need peace in our personal lives.  There is no peace in the multitude; there is no peace where people just go through religious forms of gathering around the Church.  The peace in this case is not with the crowds of people but with being alone with the Lord.

Something I want to point out here in closing, that is very important is that Christ said:  “be healed of your affliction.”  

If you will remember, she immediately knew that she had been healed.  She did not have to be told to be healed because she knew she was healed.  I believe that Christ was telling her to hold on too her healing, to accept it and to believe that it is yours.  Many after having been healed will have a tendency to disbelieve their healing and perhaps regress back into the illness.  When He heals you, you are healed.  Accept it, rest in it and give thanks for it.

May the Lord bless and keep you and may He allow this lesson to become a reality in your lives.  May we be careful to be in a ministry that gives to us the touch of Christ, rather than a ministry that allows the multitude to bump into spiritual or rather religious things?  We need Christ, we need to know and enjoy His personal touch, this only is what is able to change our lives and build His Kingdom.

PAGE  
4

