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This message may very well be the most important message I have ever delivered.  If this message is truth, and I believe it to be, The Church is nothing like we think it is. The true Church or shall I say the Body is not near the size we think it is in America, nor is it as powerful.  Through a series of lessons by a Dr. Crews the Lord has greatly touched my heart and opened my eyes.


We have made it very easy for people to say that they are Christian here in America.  All they have to say is, “I have received Christ as my Savior” and right away we accept them into our Churches and even place them into religious service.  Though receiving Christ is essential for salvation, the need of spiritual experience by the working of the Holy Spirit is also essential.

We must experience the convicting work of the Holy Spirit.

John 16:7-8 “But if I go away, I will send him to you.  When He comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin.”


In our world most people never really grasp the ugliness, evil and destruction of sin.  We just do not see how ugly our sin is before God, and how it cuts us off from His presence.  People laugh at sin, and even jokingly speak of their sins and of themselves as sinners.  They even laugh at how one day they will go to Hell.  When, however the Holy Spirit begins to move, sin is no longer a laughing matter.  When we come under the conviction of the Holy Spirit we see ourselves as poor lost sinners, as a person without hope.  We see ourselves as miserable, guilty creatures on our way to God’s judgment and eternal Hell.  This is why that after the Holy Spirit shows us our wretchedness, and darkness we are ready to cry out for help, for mercy and for salvation. Today, too many are being called upon to simply receive Christ before they have seen themselves in need of Christ.  For salvation to be complete, for us to be true Christians this movement of the Holy Spirit has to take place.  I’m sure that this experience is different for all of us, but their needs to be this experience.  If there has not been we should prayerfully ask the Lord to move by His Holy Spirit so there will be a guarantee of our salvation.  This needs to become a definite experience in the life of everyone who says he is a Christian and has become a part of the Church.


Why are these things so important?  Well, there are probably many connected to the Church who are not saved because they have never been saved.  They have head knowledge, they have received Christ, but they have not experienced Him.  I believe our modern day Church is in serious condition in this regard.  I believe there are people who think they are Christians when they are not, and there are people who accept them as if they are Christians. This creates serious problems for it causes the Church to build not with saved people, but with unsaved who think they are fine spiritually and on their way to Heaven.  I believe that the Church and its preachers have been preaching the need of getting a person to receive Christ, while we have not preached the need of conviction of the Holy Spirit.  Because of this we have not relied upon the Holy Spirit in our Churches and we are full of people who do not know the Lord.


We might ask, “Why have we done this?” We can fill a Church much faster, if we just get them to say I receive Christ.  We grow fast, and than we build buildings and put to work in the service of the lord people who do not know the Lord, a people who do not know how to rely upon Him for ministry.  It is all so easy, and creates such pride in the Church.  We do not have to work with the Holy Spirit and wait upon Him and we quickly become proud of what we have done.  How this ought to alarm us!  How it ought to prick our hearts! How it ought to cause us to fall before the Lord in anguish of heart.  We may be causing thousands of people to think they are saved and on their way to Heaven when they are yet in their sins.  The sad thing that this does is that it places hundreds of people into the place of bringing others to the Lord who will become just like them, a people who have received Him with their heads, but not with their hearts.


Allow me to quote from Dr. Crews who presents the Word from his program the Awakening Hour:


“A God anointed, Holy Spirit message is largely opposed today.  Consequently many preachers pander to human wishes and whim by taking the sharp edge off of the gospel that cuts sinners to pieces by bringing them face to face with the dreadful realities which deflates, and humbles them.  Many of today’s preachers then build up those who have never been pulled down – fill those never emptied – exalt   those never humbled – clothe those never stripped – make rich those never made poor – heal those never wounded – and bring back those never driven away.  Now, in light of these great truths, is there any wonder that few of today’s religious leaders and Church people are really saved?  Any preacher who doesn’t preach Holy Spirit conviction isn’t saved. For he himself has never experienced it.  If he had he would preach it.  Without preaching Holy Spirit conviction, probably no true converts will be made under his ministry.  Accepting Christ theory without conviction, a head believe, but no new birth, no born again experience is a mockery.  A man must feel himself in misery before he will go about to find a remedy; be sick before he will seek a physician; be in prison before he will seek a pardon.  He must be cast down, confounded, condemned, a cast away and lost in his self, before he will look for a Savior.  In the providence of God, he brings circumstances to pass that breaks, humbles and prostates sinners before He brings them to Himself.” 


Dear ones, we must give the Lord freedom to do this in the lives of people – we must get out of His way – We must prayerfully work with Him in this work of His. We must be careful not to accept everyone who names the name of Christ as someone who is a Christian.  We must pray for them and for ourselves that we will experience Him.  When genuine conversion takes place we are a new creation – we are changed – the anger, bitterness, hardness, harshness is gone.  How concerned I am for those who say they know Him but have not been changed – who are as mean and bitter today as they were before they say they knew Him. Might it not be that they have just received Him with their minds and not had a genuine Holy Spirit conviction and moving in them?  May this not account for the lack of growth, for the no growth we see in them, for their lack of spiritual interest and desire to meet with His children?  I think it might and we need to be careful for we are playing with the spiritual lives of people and where they will be for eternity.


We need to see happen in our lives and in the lives of our family and friends what we saw in the Philippian jailor, who cried out: “What must I do to be saved?”  We need a little fear and trembling concerning our spiritual lives and where we will spend eternity.  We need to be so enlightened by the Holy Spirit that we will see ourselves as we really are before God.  It most certainly is accepting Christ as our Savior, but it is also a definite experience with God.


Let us now turn to Genesis 1:1-2 to see some important spiritual truths and how they relate to this topic.


“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth…”

As I have taught you in the past it would appear that God originally created the Heavens and the Earth to be perfect and complete.  All was done, and it was most beautiful.  Something however, came into the scene that put chaos into what God had created, what was perfect, harmonious and beautiful became ruined.  It needed repaired and so we continue to read:


“Now the earth was (became) formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”


Yes, the Earth became formless, empty and full of darkness through a spiritual catastrophe just like Adam experienced when he fell by disobeying God.  As the Spirit needed to move over the chaos of the earth to restore its devastation so the Spirit needs to move over our lives to restore the devastation that has come by sin.  We need to see ourselves like the earth became in this passage, without form, empty and dark and in need of the work of the Holy Spirit and of the light of Christ. The Spirit moved, hovered over the earth as a mother hovers over baby chicks.  The Spirit fluttered as He began to bring light to a dark world.  This is what must happen in every person’s life, he must have the moving and fluttering of the Holy Spirit as He convicts, as He points to Christ and as He begins to restore our personal devastation.

Remember when Adam and Eve had sinned and hidden themselves in the garden and covered themselves with fig leaves?  They were trying to hide from God; they were trying to hide their true condition.  God however, had to come looking for them as the Spirit comes looking for us.  And what did He ask?

“Where art thou?” Where are you, really? What is the condition of your life?  We need to see ourselves as the Lord sees us; we need to be able to express where we are.  We need to see ourselves as the Lord sees us; we need to be able to express where we are.  We need to see, and admit and cry over our condition before Him, we need to see that we are in hiding, that we need forgiveness that we need help for all we are and all we have done.   Then and only then are we ready to say: “O God how wretched I am, who shall deliver me, where can if find the help and forgiveness that I need for my darkness, sin and inability to live for you?  Then and only then are we able to reach out and receive His Son as the answer to our every need, then we are truly able to trust the Savior as the only remedy for all that we are.  Now it becomes more than just saying I receive Christ for now we know how desperate we are to find forgiveness, now we know that without Christ we are without hope and worthy only of Hell.  Yes, this is salvation.  This is more than going to a camp meeting, evangelistic service or revival service and walking down an aisle expressing that I receive Christ, this is having fallen before God by the moving of His Spirit and being devastated by our need of the mercy of God. O! How desperate we are for this, this changes lives, this brings reality into the Church and only this builds up the Body of Christ.  These individuals never fade away, they never give up they never depart from us and they always are full of the richness, kindness and sweetness of Christ.  This only is salvation.  Let us begin to pray not simply that people will receive Christ, but that people will be over-whelmed by the Spirit of God and will fall before Him and receive Christ as their only answer.


Remember what the Lord said:  “That if I go away I will send Him” Let us pray that the Lord will send His Spirit into the hearts of people so that they will be touched by the convicting work of the Holy Spirit.  Then we will see salvation come into the cities, and towns and hearts of people and no one but the Holy Spirit Himself will receive credit or glory, for this only can be a work of God and never the work of man.  Yes, ours is not to force by witness, conversation, or programs.  Ours is not to force anyone to receive Christ that has not begun to experience the movement of the Holy Spirit in their lives for this only is what brings spiritual success and builds the Kingdom of God, This is God’s work, not man’s work.  If left to man he can cause many to receive Christ by their head, by being convinced they should, but when God moves by His Sprit there is a cry in the heart of man that says: “O God I am a sinner cut off from you, please have mercy and show me how I can be saved.” In this way all who are in the Church will truly know Him and will never fall away and will be genuine servants who know how to work with the Holy Spirit and bringing others to Him.  Sure, the Church will not grow as fast, nor will it build as many buildings, but it most certainly will be the true Body of Christ.
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