“Spiritual Seeing”

J.W. Sims


I would like to touch upon a subject that many of us are greatly concerned for, and that is the lack of spiritual seeing.  Some of us who have met the Lord have had our eyes opened, and because we have we just cannot understand those who cannot see. We can see so clearly, we can understand and grasp spiritual truth to the point that we cannot imagine there are those who cannot.  Yet. What we see so clearly others cannot see at all, this frustrates us, grieves us and causes much sorrow in our hearts.  Some folks see so clearly, while others see a little bit, and some see nothing at all. Those of us who see, cannot see for others, and those of us who see cannot make someone else see, we can only try to lead them and pray that someday they will see for themselves.

One of the things that are frustrating to me is that there are some who think they see when they do not see, and that is most frustrating.  Some think they are just fine spiritually because they know the gospel and because they go to church and yet their lifestyle attests to the fact that they do not see at all, and sometimes the most difficult folks to help are those who believe they see, when the do not.  They may have a little head knowledge but they do not see, for they have never been touched and given sight by the Savior.


The purpose of this lesson is to learn the importance of seeing, the importance of being honest and admitting if we do not see.  While at the same time it is to assist us in knowing how to care for, be close to, and pray for those who do not see, that by God’s grace He will move and open their eyes, for once your eyes are opened you will see clearly and know your need of Christ.  Without this you will never be opened to Him, you will never see your need, nor will you desire to know Him.


The first passage I would like to share is taken from Luke 5:12 and may seem like an odd place to begin, but I think it most certainly expresses the value of seeing:  “And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a man full of leprosy; who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Here is a man that is full of leprosy basically implying that he is full of sin and in need of forgiveness and cleansing.  He, by God’s grace sees Christ, and by that I mean He truly sees Him, as he sees Him He fell upon His face before Him and expresses that if He will He can make him clean. This is a spiritual seeing, for there were many who saw Jesus the man but few who were able to see Christ the divine one who was able to heal and bring forgiveness.


In Luke 23:40 we see another “seeing” that can so easily be missed but is so vital.  Here is the cross with Christ in the midst between two thieves, but how important to express what the one thief said:  “Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?”  Here is a condemned thief speaking to another condemned thief expressing dost thou not fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?  This is what needs to take place in the life of every person before they will be willing to come to Christ; they need to have a “spiritual seeing” of their condemnation without Him. This is one of the problems concerning those we love and care for but refuse Him; they do not yet feel condemned. Feeling condemnation after we come to Christ is not good, but feeling condemnation before coming to Christ is good, for it is what will cause us to come.  Let us pray that our friends and loved ones will have their eyes open to how they are in condemnation without Him.


Mark 4:11-12 shares with us some spiritual truth that is difficult for us to grasp as well as to accept, but it is what Christ taught concerning His hidden truths.  “And He said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: that seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and there sins should be forgiven them.”

For some it is given to know the hidden, rich truths of the kingdom, these are they who have met Him and are His children.  To those however, that are outside of the church, they may see the words, but not understand them, and they may hear the words but not understand them because if they do they might be converted and their sins be forgiven. God simply does not give everyone a “seeing” so that they will understand His Word and wonderfully walk with Him.  Many will think they do, but they do not, many will think they know the Word but the do not.  How do we explain this latter phrase? Who knows the ways or the thoughts of God?  Jacob have I love, but Esau have I hated?  God knows the hearts of men and because He does some will have a seeing of His Word and some will not. Let us join in prayer that those who do not see will see, and that that do not perceive will perceive, and that those who do not understand will understand.  Only in this way will we see individuals come to Him, for this can never be our work, only His work, we cannot open the eyes of others, this is the work of Christ, the work of the Spirit of God.


In John 9:1-7 we are shown a very interesting passage of scripture concerning a blind man, who had been blind from birth.  Basically, we are all blind from birth for that is just the way we come into this world, and like this man we need to be touched and directed by Christ so we can see.  We never know what the Savior is going to do to bring us to a “spiritual seeing” and concerning this man who uses a rather strange tactic.  I guess everyone needs to be directed in a different way, and He knows just what that way is.

Here in this passage we see spit, clay, anointing and than a washing in a pool of water. The thing I want to emphasize in this passage is that it finally required the faith and the obedience of the one who was blind.  Now I do not pretend to know this entire means but I do believe that once Christ begins to work in our lives to bring about a “spiritual seeing” obedience will be required.  There may be a real parallel between being blind, not seeing correctly and disobedience.  Those who are disobedient to God never have good eyes when it comes to knowing His will, having spiritual understanding and walking in His light. Let us long for His touch, and obediently walk in His will for our lives, and perhaps like never before we will see.  


In Acts 28:26-28 we are given a passage that gives additional light on the idea that some will not understand parables because if they did they might be converted and believe.  

“Saying, go unto this people and say, hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: for the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hear, and should be converted, and I should heal them.  Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.”  Now this passage is taken from Isaiah and reveals that we are primarily speaking of the Jews, and if they had perceived they would have been converted and the gospel would not have to the Gentiles.  Note their condition because it does give us understanding into the conditions of so many today.

That cannot see because their hearts are “waxed gross” meaning their hearts have become thickened, or calloused concerning spiritual things. Nothing will touch their hearts because they are hard and not soft.  Their ears are dull in regard to hearing and not sharp, meaning they are heavy and unable to hear. Concerning their eyes, it isn’t even that they cannot see, but they have closed them intentionally so they will not see. Though this was used of God concerning the coming of the gospel to the Gentiles, it does nothing for the Gentiles who refuse to see the saving ability of Christ.


Everyone, if they are truly going to see their need of Christ, if they are going to have spiritual experiences that will illuminate them will have to have their eyes opened.  Luke 24 gives to us an experience with Christ that reveals a wonderful seeing experience for on the road to Emmaus. As two were walking and discussing the recent events of Jesus and the crucifixion the Savior came to walk with them and to inquire of their discussion.  In verse 16 we learn that their eyes were holden that they should not know him. It is difficult for us to understand why their eyes were kept from seeing and knowing that this was the Christ.  Perhaps it was because of their disbelief; perhaps it was a matter of timing, whatever the reason was, we learn here that Christ has the ability to keep you and I from seeing if he chooses to do so.  He walked with them and talked with them and even confronted them for that lack of faith in verse 25-26. In spite of their not knowing who He was they had discernment to know that He was very special, for they constrained him to abide with them and to tarry, and so He did, and as He sat at mean with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them, and their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished from their sight. Now they can see and as they can we see them confirm that their hearts burned within them as they had talked with them and opened the scriptures to them.  Who knows all the reasons for this blessed event, but is it possible that fellowship with Christ brings a spiritual seeing?  Is it possible that the breaking of bread brings about a spiritual seeing?


Next, in the same chapter we see that He visited with the disciples and they were afraid, they were terrified and thought that He was a spirit, but even here in verse 45 we see that He opened their understanding, that they might understand the scripture.  Yes, even among people who believe in Him their can sometimes be a lack of seeing, and unless He works to open eyes and give understanding we will discern very little, for it is never based upon our ability but upon His opening of our eyes.

To show how even those who walk with Him, often do not see clearly we are given light in Mark 8:14-21.  In this passage when Christ tried to share about the leaven of the Pharisees the disciples were thinking in regard to physical things and thought He was upset about their having no bread.  In verse 17 Christ said:  “Why reason ye because ye have no bread?  Perceive ye not yet, neither understand?  Have ye your heart yet hardened?

Notice, that Christ told them that they had no perception and no understanding because they had a hardness of heart.  This is important and brings to our attention why we sometimes just cannot see, for having a hard heart can cause us not to see. Not something we want to admit but something that is very true according to this Bible passage.


Now in Mark 8:22-25 we are given spiritual truth that assists us in understanding the various stages of individuals that we meet and know from day to day.  Here we find a man that is blind and needs to see, so the Savior takes and leads him by the hand out of town.  We do not know why Christ led him out of town, perhaps this was a personal one on one experience and because as we read in verse 26 was not something He wanted displayed.  Notice, please however, that the man was led, he was not pushed and he was not forced but he was simply led. Here again, the Savior used spit and placed His hands upon him and asked him if he could see? He said, “I see men as trees, walking.”  Now, we can say that the man is no longer blind, but he cannot see clearly.  He sees and yet he does not see, he sees some in that he is no longer in darkness, but has not yet come into the full light.  So many today are just like this man, they are no longer blind but they do not see, they are not walking in total darkness but they do not yet walk in full light.  I am sure I can be questioned concerning these things, but over the years I have met people who are blind and people who are less and less blind and time passes and the Savior works with them.  What this man needed was a second touch and that was what he received.  When Christ touched him the second time his sight was restored and he saw clearly.  Perhaps our friends, our loved ones need a second touch, so that they also will see clearly, so that they can go from “well I am not blind, but I still cannot see.”  Perhaps even you and I need to be touched many times so that our sight will be as clear as it needs to be for us to see spiritual truth. 
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