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Personal sin is very damaging to us; it causes a great deal of grief, damage and unhappiness.  Personal sin that has not been forgiven through the shed blood of Christ is a sin that has come between God and us and will end in eternal damnation from God. Let us look at some results of personal sin in our lives:

1. Sin brings uncleanness into our lives an uncleanness that is as real spiritually as physical dirt on a dusty trail.

2. Sin makes us hard.

3. Sin makes us bitter.

4. Sin makes us mean and full of hate.

5. Sin makes us nasty.  The more sin in our life, the nastier we become.

6. Sin makes us terrible to be around. Co-workers, family and friends will just not want to be around us when there is sin in our life.

7. Sin makes us personally miserable.  It takes away our joy and replaces it with sorrow and depression.

8. Sin in our life takes away our confidence before God as well as before His children.  Consequently, we do not really desire to be neither with the Lord, nor with His children when there is sin in our life.

You see, no real Christian can dabble in sin without great anguish in his heart.  We must confess our sin.  We must allow the Lord to wash away our sin by the blood of His Son.  This way, joy and growth can be restored.

Public sin can also be a part of the sin problem.  Many do not comprehend this but there can be, not just a personal consequence, but also a public consequence.  My sin brings personal damage to me, but my sin also can bring public damage to fellow Christians that I fellowship with.  This is what I like to refer to as, “Second hand sin.”  We might like to think that our sin is just ours, and only hurts us, but Biblically speaking our sin hurts the whole Body of Christ.


The world is a dirty place spiritually speaking.  It is full of the dust of sin which coats and taints everything.  Spiritually, sin covers and taints everyone’s heart and mind just as the physical dust of this world coats and covers everything.  As I come into contact with people from a day-to-day basis their uncleanness taints me.  Spiritually I collect their uncleanness.

As I work with people, as I visit with them in their homes I collect a part of what they are.  I collect uncleanness.  If we learn nothing else from this lesson we must learn to be careful where we go and with whom we come into contact.  When we go to certain homes we return with more than we think.  When we watch particular movies, listen to particular music or read particular books they uncleanness of the world is collected upon our lives.

If we allow any kind of sin to touch us or to become a part of our lives it we collect uncleanness.

When we have allowed any of this to become a part of our lives there are consequences:

1. We may feel heavy – weighted down – depressed.

2. We may feel very mean – unkind – angry – un-loving – sorrowful.

3. We may feel very unclean – ukky in a spiritual sense.

4. We may feel exhausted.

Not only does this affect me personally, but also rather I realize it or not, when I return home or to Church it affects others.  Though I many not have sinned at all, I have been where there is so much sin, I have collected its taint and brought it to others. Do you know what?  Whether we realize it or not those who have discernment will immediately know that something is wrong, that something is different about me.

To walk in this World is to collect the taint of its uncleanness.  None of us can escape this problem; just living in the World does it.  Some of us, because of where we have to work or live are more vulnerable than others.  Some of us because of where we go and whom we associate with are also more vulnerable. We live among such unclean people that when we return home we fell unclean, and worn and exhausted.  Its nothing we did, its just being in the World that has done this to us.  Perhaps physically speaking, we feel we had an easy day, but still we are very tired.  Its because of where we have been and the weight and uncleanness that has attached itself to us.


We should remember that dust collects, there is nothing we have to do to actually get it into our homes or upon us, it is just simply there and it has to be cleaned.  On the other hand, rolling in the dirt is wrong and will soil us needlessly.  Therefore, I am sure you can see how important it is to be careful what you do, and what you allow into your life.  I must walk through a dirty world but I need not roll in it.

We easily become contaminated by the world we do we need to be cleansed because it not only affects us but also others.  When you and I are low we can take others low, when we are gloomy we can make others gloomy, when we are heavy of heart we can make others heavy.  Therefore, when we are in this condition we must not try to minister less we do grave damage.  We should not try to minister but allow ourselves to be ministered unto.


What can we do about this problem?  Though sometimes it may be sin and we must confess it, many times it is simply being where there is sin and having it collect upon us?  We need to realize the value of the Word of God when it comes to this need.

Psalm 119:9 reads: “How can a young man cleanse his way: by living according to you word.”

Here we begin to see what needs to daily be in our life if we are to have a continual cleansing take place.  We must get into the Word and allow it to wash us from the taint of the World.

Ephesians 5:25-26 reads: “Husbands love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word.”  Here again we see the value of the Word when it comes to the need of being cleansed.

The Word of God in a way that we cannot express has a spiritual ability to bring cleansing.

Have you ever worked long and hard on a hot day and become exhausted?  What is more refreshing to you than that beautiful cool shower?  How it refreshes and restores your tired and exhausted body?

How that glass of cool water restores and replenishes you when you are of great thirst.

That is what the Word of God does for your spirit.


Let us now look at John 13 where we are given a beautiful passage where the Lord gives to us insight concerning this important issue.

v.5 “After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.”

This passage is often used to express the Servant-hood of Christ.  The humbleness and willingness He had in His care for the children.  As verse one says: “He loved them unto the end.”

This passage however, is to teach us more than just the humility of Christ.  In Palestine it was hot and sandy and dusty.  The main mode of transportation was walking, and the main shoe was just a sandal.  As you walked from place to place your feet became hot, dry, and dirty.  There was almost always a need for them to be washed.  A means of hospitality and respect was to clean the feet of those who had come to your home.

Next we see Peter who was always an extremist.  To him everything is major, and he has to be the best and the boldest, he always has to be first.  Every ministry has individuals like Peter and they are always creating problem for themselves and for others.  He says, “Lord, dost thou wash my feet?”

Its like saying, well, you might wash everyone else’s feet, but you won’t wash mine.  You won’t humble yourself before me.  Now, what this shows is Peter’s pride – I am not like the others.  It also shows Peter’s ignorance concerning what it is the Savior is doing.  You see, the others no doubt didn’t understand either, but they didn’t question Christ.  Trusting Him to work in our lives is what we all need to do, even when we do not understand.

v.7 “What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.”  By this statement Christ makes it clear that what He is doing is beyond washing feet, it is more than what you see, you do not even understand it now, but you will later.  This is a key to the whole passage and teaches us that the whole passage deals with more than just foot washing.

v.8 “Thou shalt never wash my feet”

Peter still does not understand and tells Christ, “You will never wash my feet.”

“If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.”

If I do not wash you, if you do not allow me to keep your feet clean you can have no part with me, no fellowship.  Now we know that whatever this foot washing is, it is necessary for helping us to know Him.

“Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.”

Poor Peter! From one extreme to another.  He is just always in the extreme and before he matured in Christ so far off base. Now he wants his feet, his had, and his head washed.  From nothing to everything.  Always wanting to be better or more dedicated, or more spiritual than everyone else

V.10 “He that is washed needeth not, save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean.”

If you are washed, if you have had a full bath, you do not need to be washed all over again, only your feet. The spiritual truth is this:  If you have been fully bathed in Christ, if you have been washed by His shed blood you are clean, you are saved.  Spiritually you are okay.  However, as you walk in this world, as you come into contact with uncleanness you will need your feet washed on a continual basis.  Just as those who ear sandals in a dusty world need their feet washed, so will all who know the Lord but have walked in this soiled and dusty world.


The Lord’s children are clean because of Christ’s blood, but their feet are dirty because of walking in this world.  They need their feet washed daily so that they will be restored and refreshed spiritually.  The exhaustion, heaviness and uncleanness that we so often carry is not ours, it is from the uncleanness of our World.

What is it than that cleans our feet?  It is of course water.  As we have pointed out it is simply the water of the Word.






















