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As we continue our lessons concerning the cross we will continue to see that the cross is God’s place for our deliverance.

As we stated in our last lesson the cross is the place where you and I receive deliverance from the hold of this world system, a system that is under the control of Satan himself.


In Luke 4:18 where we are given a Biblical view of the ministry of Christ we read:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives….”

In this marvelous passage we have given to us the concise and rich ministry of the Savior. It is most important, but for our message this morning we will dwell only upon the fact that Christ came to deliver the captives. Non-believers do not usually see themselves as being prisoners but that is how they are described here.  If we are not in Christ we are in bondage, we are held by sin and Satan’s power, we are held by the darkness and confusion in our lives. So many today are held prisoners by their own fleshy desires, as well as by the rules and regulations that have been placed upon them by the law and by men.


2 Peter 2:19 speaks of men being in bondage because of false 

Teachers who have been giving a false message and as a result have overcome the believers.  In our day this is something we need to be on guard for and something that many a person needs deliverance from. In a day when we miss the need of repentance, we have missed the need of allowing the Holy Spirit to speak and to move in an individual’s heart, when we give messages and support ministries that declare a world wide unity without the unity that only Christ can bring.  Yes, we are in serious need of allowing the Spirit of God give to us guidance and discernment concerning those who would bring a false message to us.

Hebrews 2:14-15 speaks of a bondage that few ever think about but if honest must admit that it is very real: “That through death he might destroy him that had the power of death that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” Here is a bondage that is nothing more then a fear of death that people have been carrying for a life a lifetime. 

Now here is where we begin to see a vital work of the cross, and that is because of Christ we are delivered not only from being prisoners but also from the bondage of death.

It is the cross that has brought you and I from death to life, and therefore we have been delivered from its fear if we only will rest in Him. Please always remember that because of the cross we have been delivered from death.


We need to realize this morning that the power of Satan in this world has been broken, he no longer has victory, he no longer is able to control our lives if we rest in the work of the cross.

Turn with me to John 12:27-31 where Christ is speaking of the coming cross and his concerns concerning it, He expresses in verse 27 that He is troubled and would like, if were possible to be saved from this event, but admitting that that is why He came.  While He is speaking and asking the Father to glorify His name, the Father said: “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again” And the people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said an angel spake to him.” Often when God speaks, men do not hear and if they do hear it is like thunder to them, not knowing what has been said. What we are interested in however, is verse 31: “Now is the judgment of the world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out.” Here is the blessed work of the cross made clear, the cross was used by the Father to bring judgment a judgment of this world, and more importantly a judgment of Satan himself, for by the cross the prince of this world, that is Satan himself has been cast out, has had his power and victory removed.  The cross delivers us from the control and power of Satan if we but believe and rest in the work of the cross. This is why Satan does not want you and I to preach and teach the cross, this is why he does not want you and I to understand the work of the cross, because the work of the cross has destroyed his power and control in our world and in our lives. The cross is always the place of deliverance.

This important idea is also seen in Colossians 2:14-15 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross;

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.”

This is a blessed passage that is rich with important truth; as you will remember this is where we learn that the Old Testament law that was against us, the law that we could not fulfill was nailed the cross so that we are no longer under its requirements.  But now we also learn that by the work of the cross the principalities and powers, the evil Satanic powers of Satan and all his evil spirits and forces were spoiled or disarmed of all their power.  The word means that the satanic powers in our world have all been stripped.  This wonderfully coincides with Colossians 1:16 and 2:10, for it is here that we learn that all things, even the principalities and powers have been created by Him and that He is the head of all principalities and powers, and now because of His work of the cross they have no power.


This is very important for it gives some important light on where we began our messages on the cross.  As we stated there had always been a need of the cross that something had happened that corrupted the whole universe and needed a cleansing. Now we see that Christ had created the principalities and that He was the head, but something had happened that greatly changed things and demanded that He deal with them and destroy their power and so here in Colossians 2:14-15 we learn that He disarmed their new found power and brought them to open shame. Yes, there is a Devil and yes he has had power to do great damage in our world and in our lives, but Christ and the work of the cross has taken his power away for all who will but trust in Christ and in the work He has accomplished upon the cross. In I John 3:8 we read” “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.”


Now as we begin to close, you and I by faith in what has been recorded in the Word of God must lean upon and accept the victory of the cross, we must not stray from the cross, the cross is and must always be the foundation of the church for it only is our victory over Satan and all his evil forces.  I do not know what your battle might be this morning over some working of the enemy in your life, but I do know this that by the cross his power has been broken and you can have victory in your life.  Perhaps he has brought control and bondage into your life and you need deliverance from sin, from drugs, from a sexual hold, from darkness, from confusion, from worldly pleasures and wealth, perhaps you need deliverance from your own self.  Today, there is a victory for you and me, and that victory is found in Christ and the work of the cross if we will but believe that Satan has been cast out, that His power has been broken, that He and all he has done has been conquered by the cross, then you and I can enjoy victory and have peace and joy in our lives.
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