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We now come to the place where I have wanted to be in our studies of the mind.  We have been laying some Biblical foundations for this lesson in the past three lessons and are now prayerful that we are ready to receive some truths and tactics of the enemy that few know any thing about.  It is our lack of understanding of this work of the enemy and his evil spirits that makes all Christians vulnerable to his attacks.  We must be informed and alert as to this very real work of Satan.


The workings of the enemy that I will be presenting here will not come from scripture but from individuals who have a great deal of experience and knowledge concerning these tactics:  People such as Jessie-Penn-Lewis and Watchman Nee who often dealt with the enemy in their intense and fruitful ministries.


As we begin this lesson we need to remember that we can be a Christian but still have mental problems.  How many of us have known and do know individuals who express to us that they have had an experience with the Lord and contend they are saved and yet from our contact and experience with them we have to conclude that if they have met the Lord they sure have mental problems.  This is because as we have been teaching: though they have given their hearts unto the Lord they have never seen the importance of giving to Him their minds for His control.


When we come to the mind there seems to be certain kinds of minds that we can give particular names or characteristics too, whether or not the person is a Christian.  As we look at these different minds I think we should realize that once you have decided you are dealing with an un-renewed mind what can be said on one can also be said of the other.  Though I have classified these problems they often over-lap into the other.

1. Un-renewed mind, Romans 12:1-2.  At a later time we will discuss this mind in the positive, but right now we need to realize that there is something that we can refer to as an un-renewed mind.  This mind will always be open to serious mental attacks from the enemy, for this mind is vulnerable.  If we are not following what the Word of God says concerning our minds we will have minds that are just not what they are to be and therefore though our hearts are right our minds are a mental mess.  An un-renewed mind is the old mind, the mind that is out of control, that is clouded and dark.  It cannot see, grasp or know rich spiritual truth.  It is the mind that the enemy can hold and control. It is the mind that is hard, angry, bitter and full of poison toward God and fellow Christians.  By this mind in believers the enemy can divide and separate the Lord’s children from each other.  This mind is blocked up and therefore cannot receive nor transmit the truth of God’s Word to others.  As this mind is allowed to exist it never will be a spiritual mind but is always a fleshy, natural, and an unspiritual mind.

As Christians we must realize if we have an un-renewed mind we will never progress in the Word, in service, nor in relationship with one another. Un-renewed minds are miserable minds and for these minds there is never the joy of the Lord.  Individuals with un-renewed mind seem to continuously dwell upon their own sorrow.  Bringing this un-renewed mind to being a renewed mind will be our final lesson in this series.

2. Improper mind.  One who has an improper mind is one who takes delight in dwelling upon sinful and obscene things.  If he is a Christian he is very upset with his improper mind and really des not want to delight in what his mind holds and dwells upon its just that he does not know what to do about it.  The enemy has convinced him that “he” the believer is the problem, not some evil force working against him.  This person always believes it is he, not Satan or some evil force against him.  Therefore, this Christian often lives in frustration and guilt not realizing that in Christ there is not only redemption for his heart and soul but also for his mind.  These individuals are beset with an evil mind or what we might refer to as a filthy mind and fellow Christians may not want to be around them for they sense evil and uncleanness.

3. Blank mind.  This mind is a mind that is not being used.  It could be referred to as an empty mind.  This is a very dangerous state to be in for it allows this individual to be open to Satan’s penetration into his thought life.  The problem with this individual is that he never really sets his mind on anything, and therefore he never uses his mind but allows it to be un-used.  The problem with this mind is that allows this individual to receive falseness from the enemy.  This mind does not evaluate, it does not think, it just simply accepts.  A result of this can be a Christian who is easily given falseness from the Word and therefore moves off into darkness or wrong teaching from the Word.  Because he does not use his mind controlled by the Holy Spirit he just doesn’t get grounded and can follow any man, religion, or falseness that leads him away from God.  We should remember: “if we don’t set our minds on something the enemy will get a hold of our minds.”  It is a mind that can fall for anything.  I think that young-people who are not setting their minds on anything become very vulnerable in this area.  They do not use their minds and than they put on the headsets and allow the enemy free course in penetrating their minds.  God gave us minds to be used, to search the scriptures and to evaluate what is presented to us.  If ever you are in a church or a service that wants you to accept what is being presented without using your mind to check it out, or simply to empty your mind, than you nee to be on your guard and you need to get out of that place, for it is a place that the enemy can use against you.

4. Passive mind.  Though this mind is very much like the blank mind it is still different.  This mind is not simply empty and not being used but it is a mind that has been convinced that it needs to wait for the leading or the supernatural touch of God.  This mind is the mind that waits for a thought, for a light, for a revelation, for a new truth that has not been received.  This individual can become like a robot that simply accepts that flash of light it has been given from whomever or whatever and than acts upon that light.  This mind is an empty mind also but it is a mind that is only empty while waiting upon that flash of revelation.  Watchman Nee expresses that this mind does not think for itself but allows a foreign power to do the thinking for it.  I should not have to tell you how dangerous this is.  There are many ministries that do teach this today.  Expressing to their people that they need to get connected with their spirit guide that will give to them truth from God that will lead them in powerful directions.  You must evaluate everything that comes into your mind.  You must not accept every flash of light as if it is only from God, and you must not simply await flashes of light into your minds.  We need the light of God that comes into our spirits and then is evaluated and put together by a renewed mind.  Every flash of light, every revelation that we feel we need to grasp or follow must always have with it the truth of God’s Word.  If anyone in any ministry ever expresses to you that you need to become passive in your mind, that you need to empty your mind and wait upon God to bring you some light, you need to leave that person and that ministry.  If there is any mind that the enemy can take advantage of and bring darkness and falseness it is most certainly the passive mind.  We will discuss this later but it is the passive mind that can become very vulnerable to the attacks of the enemy not only in the day but also at night when the individual is trying to sleep.  Any flash of light or revelation that you and I feel we have received must always be able to stand up and be confirmed by the Word of God or we cannot accept it.

5.  Exhausted mind.  I suppose it is safe to assume that more of the Lord’s children have this problem than the others.  We must realize that our minds are so essential to knowing, understanding, and transferring spiritual truth that they become vulnerable to the enemy.  If he can do nothing else with them he will most certaily work to bring them to exhaustion.  As Christians we can only carry so much weight, depending upon our size and strength.  This is just the way it is; we each only have so much capacity.  As this is true physically it is also true mentally.  Our minds also are only capable of carrying so much depending upon our particular capacity.  Knowing this, we as Christians must be careful with how much we are involved with using our minds.  It is a fast paced, demanding world in which men and women are asked to use their minds for many technological task, tasks that require great use of their mental capacity, which becomes a load that can lead to mental exhaustion.

Anytime we can safe guard our minds from taking in un-necessary information we should do so, why?  So that our minds can be used in obtaining and memorizing the Word of God, thus making our lives productive spiritually.  This is also why we must be careful to get the Word in the morning before our minds become full and tired with the things of this life, Things that eat up our mental stamina.


Please remember that your mind is essential for taking and giving words and understanding to the light that God gives to your spirit.  Your mind is also needed to transmit the truth of God to others and therefore allowing it to be less full of this world’s wisdom and more filled with the light of God’s Word will always be best.  Satan knows these things and therefore is always working to use this world, work, people and life in general to use up your mind so that you will be less able to obtain truth simply because you have no capacity left; you have become mentally exhausted.


It is difficult I realize to understand all that we are presenting for on the one hand we learn we need to use our mind but on the other we are being told not to overuse it.  There is a balance to these lessons, a balance that every Christian needs to know and understand if he is to have a rich and productive spiritual life.  Basically the more we use our mind for the things of God and the less we allow the enemy to use them and fill them with the things of the world, the better we will be.  At the same time even as Christians, we should realize that we can only take in so much and give out so much and we each must know when we have reached our capacity in both areas.  There are times, when as a Bible teacher I know that I have simply stretched myself to far.

5. Narrow mind.  This mind may be more attributed to a natural mind than any working of the enemy, and may be more acceptable than the others.  It however is a mind that knows all spiritual truth and therefore need not accept any more truth, or any taught by another.  These individuals are so narrow minded they can be taught nothing and are never open to the possibility that they may be mistaken concerning a particular truth.  Consequently, these individuals often hold to wrong or deceived ideas that they are never willing to let loose.  These un-teachable individuals become stagnant in their growth and often are cut off from fellowshipping with others in the body.  More often than not they just never come into the deepness and richness of God’s Word.  We will often become very frustrated with these folks, as we will not be able to share with them our views of scripture.  You need to realize that I am here speaking of a Christian who is narrow of mind, he is a religious person but because the enemy has a hold on his mind he is narrow in thought and therefore unreachable and though he feels he is deep and beyond the depth of others he is very shallow.

6. Retarded/Chained/Blocked mind.  This individual is greatly hindered when it comes to grasping the truth.  The problem of course could be very severe.  Needless to say it can prevent the Lord’s children from moving on into the deep thing things of the Word.  Though I believe there are legitimate reasons for mental retardation, the kind of retardation we are speaking of is a spiritual retardation that is brought about by the working of Satan in the mind.  This person’s mind has been blocked up so he cannot receive nor give out spiritual truth.  Nothing of a spiritual nature is able to flow through him therefore he does little for the Lord. In our next lesson we will look at the various workings of evil forces against the minds of people and it may very well be an area that we each know something about in our personal experience.

Perhaps you are quite interested in what we are presenting here and would like to conduct some deeper and richer personal study of these things.  Jessie-Penn-Lewis in her booklet The Battle for the mind and Watchman Nee’s book The Spiritual man are what my lesson is saturated with so I would suggest that you look for these.  It is amazing to me that for deep rich and solid material we find more in the latter 1800’s and early 1900’s than we have available to us today.  May the Lord enrich and you learn how vital it is to not only give your heart to Christ but to also give Him your mind.
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