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In our modern world we are forgetting and neglecting the work of the cross. The cross is foundational for our faith, without the cross there is no salvation, and without the cross there is no deliverance.

Everything before the cross-pointed to and waited for the cross and everything after the cross finds it need met in the cross.


The whole world will be judged by its rejection or acceptance of the cross.  The cross is the central pivot from which all spiritual things turn.  The only way we can have a relationship with our Father in heaven is by means of the cross.  Throw out the cross and you miss everything you can ever have in regard to spiritual experience with God.  No cross, no salvation, no cross, no forgiveness, no cross, no hope of deliverance, or eternal life.

The cross in our world is the great divider; the cross divides between believers and non-believers, between those who walk in darkness and those who walk in the light. In our places of employment, in our friendships and in our homes it is always the cross that will divide us from a non-believer and prevent there from being unity, oneness and fellowship.


Knowing these truths, is it any wonder the Enemy does all he can to hide the message of the cross?  He knows the value and power of the cross concerning all spiritual things and therefore discourages it from being preached, taught and understood.

Today, there is very little preaching on the cross.  Sure, we accept its basics, but we are far too interested in other messages, such as:  Building up people, self-esteem, personal acceptance, personal prosperity and wealth.  Messages that cause people to feel good, that cause people to have a sense of well being and of personal satisfaction along with the idea that they are on their way to heaven. We want people to be comfortable and not to have to dwell on such things as a bloody and painful cross.


We may not realize it but today through the work of the Emerging Church the value and necessity of the cross is being taken away. In a book by Roger Oakland entitled Faith Undone he expresses the view of the Emerging Church by the following:

“Some emerging church leaders do say they love the cross, but an underlying theme is gaining momentum among them; It says Jesus’ going to the cross was an example of sacrifice and servant hood that we should follow, but the idea that God would send His Son to a violet death for the sins of mankind, well, that is not who God is.  A loving God would never do that! Such a violent act would make Christianity a slaughterhouse religion.” We must be aware of what is penetrating the modern day church, and that is, even the taking away of the cross of Christ.


Today there is very little genuine or solid preaching of the cross, for the message of the cross is no longer accepted as it once was, and therefore it is neglected and hidden away. The message of the cross for this modern age is not an attractive message in fact it is very un-attractive.  Today’s world feels it has progressed beyond the need of a cross, for we are more refined, intellectual and therefore enjoy a bloodless gospel, contending that the message of the cross is far to simple of a message for the day in which we live.


Let us now begin to look into the Word of God concerning the value, power and place of the cross. Let’s first turn to I Corinthians 1:17-18:


“For Christ sent me not to baptize but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”

Notice please how Paul himself clarifies that his ministry was not a ministry of baptism, but of preaching the gospel, therefore Paul himself makes it clear that baptism is not essential for an individual’s salvation, because if it were, most certainly baptism would have been a priority for Paul. Notice also that to preach the gospel by he use of a man’s wisdom of words would actually take away the effect of the cross.  Preaching the cross by man’s words, by man’s eloquence does more harm then good.  The Spirit of God through a man’s spirit must present the cross, this only brings spiritual minis

Today, we rely so much on our training, our knowledge and our ability that we hinder the work of the cross.

Notice also that to this world the preaching of the cross is foolishness, meaning it is simple, silly and absurd.  How the enemy has planted this into the minds of men today, causing them to believe that the message of the cross is far below our knowledge and intellect.

Who wants to preach foolishness? Therefore, many men in the pulpit refuse to preach the simplicity but yet powerful message of the cross.

Notice also however, that to those who are saved the cross is the power of God. So we see that the cross itself divides between those who see it as foolish and those who see it as the power of God.


Turn with me to Philippians 3:18 where we read: “For many walk, of whom I have told you are the enemies of the cross of Christ.” 

There have always been and there always will be those who literally are enemies of the cross of Christ. Being an enemy means that they are hostile and hateful toward the cross of God. How many there are today that are so hostile toward the cross that even though they might be willing to present the Word and give forth the basic message, yet they will not give forth the genuine message of the cross.

“Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.”

To those who look at the cross in a hostile way who see it as being foolish are those who are coming destruction, literally to a ruin.  You just cannot reject the cross for to do so will bring you to final destruction.  I believe hat rejection of the cross not only can bring us to a final ruin, but can also bring us to ruin in our lives here upon this earth. There are so many who say they have accepted the work of the cross, that they believe in all that Christ has done, but for them the cross has not become personal it has not been allowed to transform their lives, and because of it they have ruin from day to day that will end in final destruction. When you reject the cross and see it as being foolish you will have to replace it with something else, and therefore these folks allow their God to become their belly implies their heart and what ever it desires is their God, looking for everything in this world to bring satisfaction.  As a result their minds were upon earthly things while the minds of believers in the next verse are on heavenly things. Herein another thing the cross does, it divides between those who have their desires on earth as opposed to those who have their minds in heaven.


Colossians 1:19-20 also gives to us some important light on this issue of the cross.  “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell, and having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself, by him I say, whether they be things in earth or things in heaven.”
There is a great deal of light given here concerning the cross that we will return to shortly but right now allow me to speak of the importance of the blood when we think of the cross.  We must always remember that to speak of the cross is to speak of the blood.  Peace between man and God is the result of the blood that was shed upon the cross. Therefore, if there is no cross, no shedding of blood, there is no peace between man and God. Going to church, reading the Bible, hearing or even preaching messages will never buy peace, for peace can only come by way of the blood for “without shedding of blood is no forgiveness”. If there is no cross and no blood there can be no relationship between man and God. Peace and reconciliation is always by way of the cross, and reconciliation as it is used here means that a relationship with God that had become disturbed and destroyed has now been repaired, for reconciliation brings us back to where we were before the fall.


As you know the law of God demands obedience and perfection, it expects us to obey its commands.  We have known however that we have failed, that we have fallen short, and therefore “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 

Which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.”

There is the handwriting of the law that speaks against us, that points out are failures and unworthiness, there is an ordinance, a doctrinal statement against us, a demand of us that is contrary to our nature, a demand, that try as we will, we just cannot meet.

Now however by the grace of God he took the law that was against us and nailed it ton the cross.
Is it any wonder Satan does wants to hide the cross us?  By the cross we not only find our forgiveness and salvation but there the demands of the law against us have been removed. How wonderful is God’s work and plan of the cross.

Now let us move to a most unexpected place concerning the cross, to a place that reveals how wonderful is our God and how rich His plan from all ages. The cross was never an after thought with God, man did not in some way do something that was unexpected by God that caused him to change His plan or have a need of something He never realized He would need.

Please look at I Peter 1:18-20 as we lay the foundation for the eternal cross.

“For as much as you know that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, a silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of an lamb without blemish and without spot; Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.”

Yes, we have been redeemed by the blood of the lamb that was shed upon the cross, but please carefully note that the Savior’s work on the cross was forordained before the foundation of the world, therefore, even before the world or before man was created upon it the cross had been forordained.

This thought is also confirmed to us in Revelation 13:8 “The lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

There can be no question concerning Christ and His cross; it was going to come even before you and I knew there was a need for a cross.

Let us now turn to Hebrews 9, to a chapter that wonderfully speaks of the value of Christ and His shed blood once and for all.  Though this chapter is rich concerning the importance of Christ’s work there is a verse that is often over looked and no doubt misunderstood by us all. It is verse 23 “It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these: but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices then these for Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself. Now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

It appears from this small glimpse in the scriptures that the cross was needed for more then the redemption and cleansing of our sins.  This verse implies that the cross was necessary for the pattern of things in heaven. How can we comprehend all that this means?  What could it be?  You and I must realize that what ever it was, it was a drastic happening that demanded a work. What ever happened required a purifying of the heavens, that something had happened that had corrupted the heavens.  Remember Colossians 1:19-20? Where we learned that by Him, He reconciled all things unto Himself, that by Him all things had to come to peace with God, through Christ all things needed to be restored and repaired into fellowship with God.

Christ’s blood not only brought peace and reconciliation between man and God but also between God and the whole universe.

Yes, something had happened to cause there from before the foundation of the world to be the need of the cross. What could have been?  What caused such a drastic need throughout the whole universe that there was a need to purify, restore and cleanse even the heavens?


I believe it must relate to the casting out of Lucifer from heaven itself. In the fourteenth chapter of Isaiah we read how he made himself out to be as God so that he could be worshipped and exalted above God. When he was cast out, there was a catastrophic happening throughout the universe that most certainly corrupted the heavens in a way that we cannot even comprehend, and therefore demanded the need of the cross from all eternity. 


Yes, with our minds and with the small glimpses of scripture we just cannot fully understand all the reasons there was a need for a cross, not just for my life and for yours but also for the purifying of the whole universe.  As Jessie-Penn-Lewis said in her book All things New written in the 1930’s: “It is therefore clear the covenant made far back in eternity involved the cross, and that before the world was existing some condition in the heavens which made a cleansing necessary and some reconciliation which only the blood of Christ could deal with, therefore the Lamb was slain.”

And as also was said by Conybeare a solid Bible scholar in years gone by”  “The apostle suggests that heavenly hosts themselves stood in need of Christ’s atonement.” 
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