“The Foundational Cross”
J.W. Sims

When it comes to the cross there are many aspects of its work that we do not study or present, aspects that are foundational and needed to keep us centered and spiritually solid in our faith and growth.

As I continue to present these lessons it will be my desire to cause each of us to have a deep appreciation for the importance and value of the cross. 


As I have said: The cross divides, it is the great divider in this world, for it divides between husbands, and wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters, friends, and co-workers.  The cross itself is the division between believers, and non-believers, between those who walk in darkness, and those who walk in light, it divides between those who are righteous and those who are unrighteous, it divides between those who have hope and those who have no hope. By our acceptance of the cross we are a part of the kingdom and that divides us from this world. Because of the cross there will always be a division between those who have accepted it and those who have rejected it, and this division is far deeper and more real then family, friendships or marriage.  Without an oneness in our acceptance of the cross there will always be a division between individuals that cannot be healed.


This lesson is intended to be simplistic but foundational, for with our acceptance of the cross there are certain basic benefits that are ours to enjoy.

To begin with, we must realize that the cross is for sinners, and because it is by the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives we need to have it revealed that we are a sinner that we came into this world as a sinner in need of a Savior, a Savior who was willing to die upon a cross.


In Romans chapter 5 we learn that we are all sinners, that we simply came this way for when Adam sinned he represented us all and therefore sin came to us all, therefore, from birth we are sinners and in need of forgiveness. Verse 12 says:” Wherefore, as by one man sin entered in the world and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for all have sinned.”  So there we are, we are all sinners thanks to our father Adam, and Romans 3:23 confirms it” For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”

Romans 5:8 reads: “For God commended his love toward us in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us.”

God however, because of His great love made a way for us, for in verse 19 we read: “For by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.”

If we are only willing to admit we are sinners we have the hope through the work of Christ and His cross to be made righteous.

As I Timothy 1:15 reads: “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” How blessed this is, and yet how many who walk in fear simply miss that Christ did not come to condemn them, He came to save them. As we read in John 3:17 “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”

It is the cross that has taken away the condemnation for all who will believe and accept it.  This is why Romans 8:1 reads: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”


The cross for all who will come is the place where we receive our redemption and justification.  Through the cross we are redeemed and through the cross we are justified. Simply speaking, being redeemed means that someone in our behalf has paid a ransom for us.  Christ, has redeemed us, he has paid the ransom for our sins.  The passage makes it clear that not only are we redeemed but also we have been justified. When the scripture tells us that we have been justified, it means we have been declared innocent.  Therefore, by the work of the cross are we able to find peace with God; because by the cross we find our ransom, having been bought by a price, the price of His blood, but there also we receive are justification our declaration of innocence.


To speak of the cross is to speak of the blood, for the value of the cross is its use of shedding the blood for our sins, the innocent for the guilty. As we read in Romans 5:9 “Being now justified by his blood we shall be saved from wrath through him.”

Other significant passages that deserve our mention are found in Colossians 1:13-14, 1:20 and I John 1:7.

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son; in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.”

“And having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”

“For if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”


Let us always remember that where there is the cross there

Is also the blood and for us in any ministry not to make the work of the cross and necessity of the blood our foundation is to miss the value and significance of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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