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There are times when the Lord places a word, or a phrase upon my heart that I carry for awhile, a burden that I slowly must look into His Word to find spiritual basis and backing so that I can express it to others.

Today I want to talk about darkness, but not just about darkness, for darkness has always been with us, but I want to also talk about how darkness seems to be growing in our world in these latter days.


In Genesis chapter 1, one of the first things we are confronted with is darkness.  Darkness from the beginning of time has been with us and has needed to be dealt with, so God had to call for light in order to deal with the darkness.  God is still calling for light today, because today there is still this problem of darkness. 

We also see that God divided the light from the darkness and today He is still working to divide the light from the darkness. You see, light is not to be mixed with darkness; they are both to remain divided.  

Unfortunately, this is one of our big problems in this world today, we have a serious problem of Satan mixing darkness with light and man has been willing to accept this mixture like never before.  God still tries to divide darkness and light and Satan still tries to bring them together and men would have it so.  Pity the man who in ministry today stands up and opposes the mixture of darkness with light.


According to John 3:19 men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil, and for them it is a condemnation. So we see, Biblically the non-believer is far more attached to and comfortable with darkness than he is with light. This should not surprise us because in Ephesians 5:8 we read: “For we were sometimes darkness, but now are we light in the Lord.” Our world feels comfortable in darkness because each individual is born into darkness, and apt to tolerate it until the genuine light of Christ comes into his life.


Today, there is simply no clear division between darkness and light and the result is that our generation no long seems to see the difference between light and darkness – right and wrong – moral or immoral like we once did.

Today, many live in darkness while they truly believe they live in light, they just do not see like we would expect people to see, they no longer have a sense of what is wrong, no conviction and no shame.  Now it would be easy to condemn people for this, but I do believe there is a greater mixture of darkness with light then what we have experienced in thepast and therefore people especially young people are being so bombarded with this that it is beyond them, it is a work of the enemy.  Today, darkness is growing everywhere, and because it is it is even growing in the church.  The church today accepts what it never use to accept and if you tell the church it is wrong you will be ridiculed as unloving and uncaring, when all you are trying to do is live by the old Biblical light that God gave to us in His Word.


What has happened? How did the world get to this place?  Is it simply because we no longer get into the Word?  Is it because our teachers and preachers no longer teach the light of God’s Word?  Is it because Satan knows his days are short and therefore he is working like never before to cause darkness to grow in our world and in the church like never before?  I think all of this is true, but there are some other reasons as well:  The liberals of this country have been whittling down the truth and light of our constitution and therefore have taken away the solid light that this nation was based upon.  Our school system has worked to destroy absolute truth expressing to our young people that anything goes, thus mixing darkness with the light. Also a verse that we will look at intently later in our study is found in Jeremiah 13:16 where we learn that we are to give glory to God, because if we do not, darkness will come.  Is this not one of the main reasons for the growing of darkness in our world today?  We live in a day when men are not giving glory to God and because we are not darkness is growing. I can only assume that as men do not give glory to God as times passes the problem of darkness will become worse.


Darkness is a terrible thing because darkness brings confusion; wherever there is darkness there is confusion.  Darkness hides the light and because it does we can never see truth, we can never see all that we have in our lives or in Christ.  Where there is darkness there is death not life, real life cannot grow in darkness only putrid ugly worthless things grow in darkness, not healthy, fruitful and productive things. There is never any real growth where there is darkness, we might think so, but there is nothing that is eternally valuable that grows in darkness.  Also in darkness there is always fear, and I think that is why there is so much fear in the lives of people today, yes even the Lord’s children have to much darkness in their lives.


When Satan brings darkness we cannot see: Darkness, makes us miserable, it keeps us from seeing what we have and it takes away our joy of life and joy of the Lord, therefore it is a tool that Satan bombards everyone of us with. Darkness can deceive us and because it can, it can destroy us. We must allow the light of Christ and the light of His Word to saturate our lives and rebuke the slightest indication of darkness when it comes, less we be overwhelmed by it.


Another reason why darkness is so serious, especially when it penetrates the church, is that we can become accustomed to the darkness.  Its like coming into a dark theater from the outside, at first we cannot see, but as we remain there our eyes become accustomed to the darkness and we can see in a dark place. This is happening in churches all over America we have become accustomed to the darkness.  We have not been given the full light of the Word we are use to the darkness, and it is only when we visit a place where there is light that we realize just how great was the darkness where we were.  Sure it is a slow process, but bit-by-bit, step-by-step the darkness can come in without our notice. When light comes in, by the Word of God and the presence of Christ we are never the same and we wonder how we ever tolerated the darkness in our lives.  Many are in dark places today and because they are they have taken others with them, many parents are taking their children to dark places to meet their spiritual needs and when there children have no light of Christ in their lives they will wonder what happened. Today, even where there is light we often lose our children to darkness, how would we expect to bring them to light in a dark place?


Isaiah 5:20 gives to us an explanation as to what has happened in our country, it is the only explanation as to why things are so twisted:  “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.”  How clearly this speaks of where we are at today in America, we have twisted everything, and therefore call evil good, and good evil, darkness light, and light darkness, sweet bitter, and bitter sweet and God’s says: “Woe unto you who do so.” Truly this is the way it is today and truly woe from God is on the way.


Romans 13:12 “The night is far spent” is certainly a truth today, we have been in the night for so long, our time of darkness has been since the beginning of time, but as this passage implies light is on the way, there is hope but while we are still in the darkness we are to cast off the works of darkness, so that even though we live in darkness we do not have to walk in darkness. O how much darkness there is today and how we tolerate it, because we just cannot see the light.  Every one of us have lived in darkness, we were each born into darkness and because we have we feel pretty comfortable.  When however, the light of Christ comes into our lives we just cannot tolerate darkness any more.  If we say: “we are a Christian” but we can live in darkness something is seriously wrong, we cannot possibly be.


Psalm 82:5 “they know not neither will they understand, they walk in darkness.”

Ecclesiastes 2:14 “ but the fool walketh in darkness.” Darkness does bad things, those who walk in darkness are without understanding; they cannot properly perceive spiritual things or know where they are going.  In fact those that walk in darkness are actually the fools of this world.


As I have said, God came to give light and cast out darkness, in fact according to I John 1:5-6 we read that God is light and in him is no darkness at all.  Therefore, it becomes clear that if the darkness of our world is to be dealt with it will need God, for only He and the Son He gave to us is light. Christ Himself, came to deal with the problem of darkness for in Luke 1:79 it expresses that He came to give light to those who sit in darkness, He remains with us today, ready to do the same thing.

The problem however, remains that though God is light and came to give light, Satan is darkness and came to give darkness. God promotes light while Satan promotes darkness and some how you and I have got to get out of the darkness and into the light.  We are born into darkness and must now be born again into the light.  Colossians 1:13 “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear son.” There it is, we all, in fact the whole world needs to be translated from darkness into the light, and though there are many who think they have been, they have not.  Sure they have accepted a faith in God, they believe in the Bible, and they go to church, but they have not been translated from darkness.  There are on the other hand many of the Lord’s children who have been delivered from darkness, but they will not accept nor live in their deliverance, they still hold on to the darkness, and it is destroying their spiritual lives and it will lead to devastation.


When it comes to darkness and all of the problems it brings into our lives we must remember it finds its source in the work of the enemy. God doesn’t want to bring spiritual darkness into your life, your friends don’t want to bring darkness into your life, but the enemy does and that is why we read in Ephesians 6:12 That there are rulers of darkness, just think there are evil spirits who are rulers who are workers of darkness.  There whole purpose is to bring darkness into my life and yours.  No wonder we have so much difficulty in our lives with this battle of darkness.


Though we are Christians and should have no darkness in our lives, we have to admit that at times we have tolerated darkness.  We don’t like to remember it, or think about it, or even talk about it, but it is there hurting and grieving us, and therefore, we must bring that darkness to Him and rest in His forgiveness and cleansing.


I Thess. 5:4-5 “But ye brethren are not in darkness, ye are all the children of light ye are not of the night, nor of darkness.”


I Peter 2:9 “Called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”


John 12:46 “I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth in me should not abide in darkness.”

Having light, coming into the light of Christ means we walk in the light and can no longer walk in the darkness; we can no longer tolerate it.  We may slip up and for a moment of time have darkness in our life but we cannot stay in it, we cannot tolerate it on an ongoing basis.


There are a couple of wonderful passages in the Old Testament that reveal how a believer is in the light while an unbeliever is in the darkness, How the world is in darkness, while the Church is in the light:


Exodus 14:20 “And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel, and it was a cloud of darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these.” Here we find that the Angel of the Lord became a cloud of darkness to the Egyptians, the world, while it became a cloud of light to the children of the Lord. To us the gospel is a precious light but to them it remains darkness.


Exodus 10:21-22 “And the Lord said unto Moses, stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt even darkness that may be felt.”  Here again, by the hand of God is God allowing there to be darkness across the land, a darkness that is so intense that it could be felt.

Do you think that God does this today?  I sure do, I believe there are some Countries darker than others, and that there are some cities darker than others, and that it is a direct result of how individuals have turned from Him.  There will be some places that you go to where you will feel the darkness for God has allowed there to be darkness: Over a land, a people, or a home.

As we read in Joshua 24:7 “He put darkness between you and the Egyptians.”


So here you have it clearly given by God in His Word there is a separation between the darkness of some people’s lives from the light that is in others.

This is why in 2 Corinthians 6:14 we read:  “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?  And what communion hath light with darkness?”

Try as anyone wills darkness and light will not be able to fellowship together, both will be miserable, and the arguments and disagreements will be endless. Even though you try to connect, you never really will ever connect.


As we close this lesson I will close by sharing why I believe darkness is growing, why I believe it will continue to increase until the Lord returns.

The first passage is taken from John 12:35 “Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you, for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not where he goeth.”

Here is our problem today, when we receive some light and we do not walk in that light, darkness can come.  They had been given the light of Christ but chose not to walk in His light and so the end result was darkness.  This is I think a very serious problem today, we have been given a great deal of light in this Country and in our individual lives, but have chosen not to walk in it, therefore darkness has come to us as a nation, as a church and as individuals.

Jeremiah 13:16 “Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause darkness and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness.”

Herein, is the clearest passage I know of that explains why there is so much darkness in our Country today, and why it continues to grow.  We no longer give glory to God and because we do not our feet are stumbling on all kinds of dark mountains, sure we are looking for light but once you turn from giving glory to God you cannot see the light, you only see dark mountains that you hope will bring light but they are only the shadow of death that brings a gross darkness.
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