“The Jezebelian spirit”

Lesson III
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As we continue our study of Jezebel we must ever be on our guard for the things she does based upon the evil spirit within her. She is a master of seduction not only in regard to sexual things but also in regard to using those sexual things to lead men wrongly in false spiritual directions.

She seduces, meaning she leads astray men into improper sexual things as well as she leads them into false religion, that brings grave damage to the true Church of Christ.  By her use of sexual things she can ruin a man who may have otherwise been greatly used of the Lord in ministry. This is something that this spirit does in the Church today as many a pastor falls into her web and has his marriage as well as a ministry destroyed. Therefore we must ever be alert for her devises.


Though sex is her tool, her purpose in its use is to control, dominate and mislead.  The Jezebelian spirit attacks all truth and replaces it with falseness. Once you connect with her she will over whelm you to the point that you reject the Lord and attach to idolatry, even if it means worshipping her.  When it comes to the Jezebelian spirit always remember that we are sort of talking about two different things:  By that I mean we are talking about a false religion that pulls people from Christ to idolatry.  It is real and it is out there today, it is tolerated as we learned in Revelation 2:20-23. Therefore, the Church must be on its guard and ever be attached to Christ only.

Secondly, we are also to realize that she was a person and is a person who can be so controlled by the spirit of Jezebel that she comes into the life of a man and works to gain rule, leadership and authority over him so that she places herself where God never wanted a woman to place herself.  Jezebel is a rebellious person who controls men through the use of sex, ridicule and strength.


When a Jezebel is in the home, a business, or a Church she works at wearing down who ever is in control, be it the boss, the pastor or the husband.   She will not let up, but will day after day continue on and on until she wears down and wears out who ever she seeks to have control over.  We must recognize this and in the name of Christ bind her up and not give in to her demands or her desire to obtain victory.  We must recognize the Jezebels when they come into our lives and we must learn to rely upon the Lord in teaching us how to deal with her. 


Let us now turn to the Word to examine Jezebel the person as we see her in I Kings 16. Though she is a non-believer who worships the false god, Baal, Ahab is foolish enough to marry her.  Therefore, right off we see why we must be careful when it comes to marriage that we not marry a Jezebel, be he a man or be he a woman.  It can only lead to trouble and devastation, and cause a good person to go in a bad direction.  Ahab, who was suppose to be a man of faith because he was the King of Israel was so bad that verse 30 tells us he did more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him. After marrying Jezebel he did not win her to the Lord but she drew him to Baal.  You cannot take a Jezebel and by your work make her into a sweet child of God, if the Lord doesn’t do it, you never will, so don’t try.  It was bad enough for Ahab to worship the false god Baal, but it was even worse to actually set up an altar for him in the temple of Baal. Therefore, Ahab was building up the false religion as a result of Jezebel’s influence.  Jezebels will always lead you astray and will take your time and money and place it into falseness that will never bring spiritual fruit.  Ahab also set up the evil Asherah pole and did more to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger than did all the Kings of Israel before him. He sets up a place that literally brings fornication and prostitution into the worship of the false god, no wonder God was angry.  So we see that we have a combination of Jezebel being a Godless, idolatrous promoter of a false religion and a man who should be solid in the Lord but who is not.  Now, when a spiritually weak man and a strong-willed woman who promotes falseness come together there will always be destruction.


Now in chapter 18 in verse 6 we see a statement that again gives to us light concerning Ahab as he is compared to Obadiah, for there we read: “Ahab going in one direction and Obadiah in another.”  Obadiah loves the Lord and is faithful to Him while Ahab is the opposite. You will also learn in these chapters how powerful and strong was Elijah in these chapters.


When you think of Jezebel you must think of a person who destroys the men of God who preach His Word.  She hates the truth of God’s Word and will not only hinder its being preached but also will kill those who preach it.  I Kings 18:13 speaks of her killing the prophets of the Lord. That is what Jezebels do, if they are promoting a ministry they will see to it that it just gives a nice little message, or a message that will actually be false.  If she is in a Church she will do all she can to discourage and prevent the Word from being given, she will do what she can to destroy the Word and those who give it.  If she is in a home and has a husband who desires to walk with the Lord, to read, study and live the Word, even to exercise the spiritual leadership that God has given to him she will do her best to undermine his authority and to destroy him.  That is just the way a true Jezebel works.


In chapter 20 there is important information concerning Ahab and his failure.  We see that for the sake of God’s people our God grants victory, but Ahab and the kind of weak man he was is here displayed.  When Ben-Hadad confronted Ahab we note that in verse 4 Ahab replied:  “Just as you say, my Lord the King, I and all I have are yours.”  Now needless to say this is no kind of talk for a man who is king of Israel, this is the talk of a weak man.  When Ahab shares this with the elders it is the elders that express:  “Don’t listen to him or agree to his demands.”  You know Ahab, like be a man about it will you?

To shorten this chapter for our study we simply want to point out that after God granted victory, Ahab did not destroy Ben-Hadad but actually made a treaty with him, and as you know God’s people were not to make treaties with Godless Nations.  Verse 42 “You have set free a man I had determined should die, therefore it is your life for his life your people for his people.  Sullen and angry, the king of Israel went to his palace in Samaria.” It a wonderful word used here for it means that Ahab was peeved, peeved like a child would be who does not get his own way, not only was he peeved but he was angry and simply went home like a child would go home who is upset because he did not get his way.

I think this expresses so much about the kind of man Ahab was and the kind of men we cannot be if we are going to lead our family and our wives.


Let us now turn to chapter 21 of I Kings where we find that Ahab, like a young child wants what is not his, he wants what belongs to someone else.  He is coveting what is not his just like a child might do.  In verse 2 we read:  “Let me have your vineyard to use as my vegetable garden since it is close to my palace, in exchange I will give you a better vineyard, or if you prefer I will pay you whatever it is worth.”

Naboth is not willing to do this because it is his inheritance; something that used to mean so much more than it does today. Back then what was handed down from family was very precious and not simply given away or sold for a profit. Thus Ahab as we have already seen remains true to his nature and again is peeved and angry.  Like a child who does not get his way he goes to bed, will not eat and sulks. What kind of man is this?  It is a man of weakness and immaturity, a man who should behave like a man, a man who is supposes to be a king of Israel is simply a weak immature child who is nothing more than a baby when he does not get his way. The combination of what Jezebel is and what Ahab is gives opportunity for Jezebel to be the kind of woman she is.  There are too many men like this today, men who want their own way and weep like children if they do not get it, rather than being men who walk with the Lord and do that which God gives them strength to do.

Now, allow me to say this: “it is no fun to live with a Jezebel but neither is it any fun to live with an Ahab.”  Sure Jezebels are controlling, demanding, rebellious, and so strong willed if they don’t get what they want the whole household is miserable, but Ahabs are weak, wimpy men who never stand strong, lead and behave as men, but are ever just like another child for Jezebel to live with and deal with.  


In verse 5 Jezebel does not miss a thing and wants to know what is wrong with her little baby? “Why are you so sullen? Why don’t you eat?  Well, Naboth won’t give me his vineyard.  Wow! What a baby.  Real men have a higher value of life than land and things, a real king would consider a vegetable garden a pretty low concern and leading the people the highest, certainly this reveals the values of Ahab.


V.7 “Is this how you act as King over Israel? Get up and eat! Cheer up. I’ll get you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”

Jezebel, though she desires control, here admits that her husband is not acting like a king and that he should get up, eat and cheer up.  How many women in the Church today may feel the same with husbands who just will not grow up, who do not take the responsibilities that God has given to them, to lead, direct, protect and to know the will of the Lord and to have a plan to lead in the proper direction.  I dare say there are too many women who have baby husbands and they are sick of it, ant there are too many men who have Jezebelian wives and they are sick of it.  Don’t worry Ahab; mommy will get the vineyard for you! How tragic is this? The man behaves as a child and lets his wife lead and get him what he wants. You see, a weak-willed man and a strong-willed woman is what we have here in Ahab and Jezebel and it can only lead to trouble.  Men are created to be men and to lead, while women are created to be women and to follow. O how we need men who will lead their homes with strength and confidence as the rely upon the leading of the Lord and how we need women who will follow the leading of their husbands.


What Jezebel does here is most dangerous for she takes upon her self the responsibility of the king of Israel, which can only place her where she will be in conflict with the Lord.  In verse 8 we read: “So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his seal on them, and sent them to the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city with him…”

She now acts as if she is king, she writes in his name and uses his seal, and thus she clearly has taken over the leadership of her husband.  She did it, and he allowed it and it becomes a most sad situation that repeats itself throughout our world.


She now comes up with her own false deceptive plan against Naboth which will unjustly take his life, thus again she is seen as a murderer and destroyer simply to obtain what she wants, not only for her husband but also for herself.  Jezebels go for what they want and they do not care whether they play the game rightly, or who gets destroyed as long as they get what they want, for Jezebels care about themselves.

Two scoundrels sat opposite Naboth and brought charges against him before the people, charges that he cursed both God and the king.  So they took him outside the city and stoned him to death, then they sent word to Jezebel; Naboth has been stoned and is dead.


Does Ahab stand for what is right?  Did he try to set his wife right?  Did he rebuke her for this murderous deed?  No, for we simply read in verse 16 that when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he got up and went down to take possession of Naboth’s vineyard. What weak- willed and Godless man is this?

Approving of the wrongness of what his wife did may be one of the most serious things Ahab did, for every Godly man must confront his wife when she moves in wrong and Godless directions.


When the Lord comes to deal with this situation please note who he comes too, for He does not go to Jezebel but to Ahab for in verse 19 we read:  “This is what the Lord says: Have you murdered a man and seized his property? In the place where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood – yes yours!”  “I have found you, he answered, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord. I am going to bring disaster on you. I will consume your descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel – slave or free I will make your house like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have provoked me to anger and have caused Israel to sin.”


You see no matter what Jezebel did, God holds Ahab responsible.  This of course may not seem right to us, but it reveals that as far as the Lord is concerned Ahab was not only be responsible for himself but also for his wife.  You promoted this, you allowed this and when it was done you went in and took possession of what she had obtained for you and therefore you also will be dealt with.  As we read in verse 25 God said that there was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, urged by Jezebel his wife he behaved in the vilest manner by going after idols….”

Here we will close with this lesson on Ahab and Jezebel because it expresses so clearly the both of them:  Ahab who sold himself to do evil, allowing himself to be urged on by his wife.  This is the problem in this marriage, a man bent on evil and a wife who simply urges him along, while at the same time a wife who does evil and a husband who supports it.
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