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What I have presented in a series of lessons may very well have been one of my most important lessons that I have ever given.  All over America we have been presenting a lopsided gospel, a gospel that is out of balance, a gospel that leans so heavily in one direction that we have not preached the full gospel and therefore have devastated the lives of thousands of people.  We perhaps, have caused thousands to lose heaven while they are gaining hell, simply because we have not given to them the full gospel message.


Denominations and preachers across America have not been preaching, as they should. I can honestly say that for years I have not preached, as I should.

What is it that I am talking about?  What is it that so many solid, loving people of the faith have been doing wrong?  Why have I said that many people, who believe they are on their way to heaven, may very well not be?  What do I mean by a lopsided ministry?


A lopsided ministry is a ministry that only preaches the love, and forgiveness of God.  The lopsided ministry teaches that God wants to make you happy, wants to give you peace, calmness, joy and complete satisfaction. The lopsided ministry is always positive, never negative.  It expresses to everyone that if you want to be happy, receive Jesus – that God has a special plan for you – just get connected to God and your whole life will be perfectly blessed.  Though you and I know there is truth here, this is not why people are supposed to come to the Lord.  What if you are a non-believer and you are happy?  What if your family life is good?  What if you have a good job, good health and are perfectly satisfied?  You probably would conclude that you do not need Christ.

On the other hand, what if this is what you are looking for and after receiving Christ things do not get better but perhaps even grow worse? Would you perhaps believe that spiritual things are not real?  That Christ does not really make you happy?


We must stop preaching that receiving Christ is the way out of all our problems in life.  New Christians will feel devastated and happy non-Christians will not be drawn to Him.


The Christian life is not a promise of a happy life it is simply a promise of forgiveness, cleansing, and salvation.  It is a promise that when you receive Christ you will have the hope of heaven.  If receiving Christ was a promise of a happy perfect life, what do we tell the thousands of Christians across the world who are being persecuted and having their lives taken because of their faith in Christ.  Being a Christian gives no promise of a perfect life here on earth, but it does give the promise of eternity with Christ in heaven.


Yet, it is the promise of a perfect, happy, rich full life that we keep preaching from the pulpits across America and it is a lopsided message. By this message without realizing it we are giving a false message to those who eagerly look forward to a happy life.  Carefully read your Bible and note how many of the men and women of God suffered because of their faith in Christ.  The promise is not for this life, but rather is it for the life to come. Look closely at the world we live in, look at the third world countries and how many who receive Christ are suffering; how they are losing homes, family and even their lives.  How can American preachers continue to preach this false message of happiness and wealth when so many who give their hearts to Christ lose their lives?  Yes, there is peace in Christ, and yes through Him there is satisfaction, all who have come to know Him realize this, but knowing Christ is the hope for eternity, even though there may be no comfort, wealth and health here. Christ safely gets us out of here into all the riches of Christ and is this not our hope?


What can we do?  What should the churches, preachers, and denominations be doing today?

Well, we have to stop preaching a happiness gospel, that expresses that Jesus just wants you to be happy, we have to stop with this: “if you just come to Jesus everything will be wonderful, happy, healthy, wealthy and that you will have this perfect little life.” We must stop preaching the sugar side of the gospel, the rich side of the gospel, the abundant and happy side of the gospel and tell the people the way it really is.  When this is the only kind of message we give we bring people into the church that are only seeking peace, calmness, joy, and prosperity, rather than forgiveness, salvation and righteousness. We have brought too many into the church who are looking for temporary benefits, for blessings in their lives, for beautiful encouraging Bible lessons, and sweet little socials.  How much of this kind of gathering do you see in the New Testament Church? These folks are looking for what the pastors said they could have: joy, peace, health, wealth and happiness, and they are primarily concerned with this life not the life to come.


Now this brings me to where I want us to be, for these folks are simply taught that God wants them happy and prosperous and how if they just receive Jesus they will be saved, but guess what?  No one is telling them how they need to be convicted of sin, and by the moving of the Holy Spirit in their lives need to repent before God.  No one is telling them how they must leave their love of the world, and how important it is not to bring the world into the church with them.  It is these folks who with their lips have received Jesus but who in their hearts have never genuinely experienced and connected to Him, and therefore it is these folks who are a continual drain upon the Body of Christ, always preventing the church from being spiritual and having a genuine ministry.


What then is the church to do?  What is to be the message we give?  How do we give the full and proper message that will bring the church back to a balanced message that is Biblical?


Everyone needs to understand that God does not tolerate sin; that there will be consequences to sin, that He will deal with sin. There is a day of wrath, a time when the judgment of God will come.  God expects man to live right and to obey Him and His will.  The message is not simply a message of happiness and prosperity that is so popular today. The message is a message of righteousness. When you genuinely receive Christ and meet God your life is changed and you begin to live righteously.  As the scripture says:  “Old things have passed away and behold all things have become new.”  We do not walk the way we use to walk; we cannot, for it’s all, different now.


What is the message to people in this world?  It is the same message that it has always been?  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

We cannot avoid this message, for this is the message that reveals the need of us all to receive Christ.  We have sinned, we are sinners and we have fallen short of God’s plan and therefore we are totally and completely helpless.  This is what gives to us the balance to simply receiving Jesus; “all” have sinned and therefore “all” must ask for forgiveness and come to Him.  

God has a standard, and we “all” have fallen short of the standard.  God gave to us His standard when He gave to us His ten commandments, and if we could perfectly live by them we could be saved.  But God knew we could not, and so He gave them to us to show us that we could not, to show us that before Him we are condemned.  We are so busy preaching Jesus today that we do not take time to speak of the demands of the law and how far short we fall concerning their demands.  Why don’t we preach the law?  Why have we gotten so far from preaching the law?  Why have we skipped it and gone straight to the grace that is in Christ?  This is a very serious thing and has caused us to have a lopsided ministry.  


Why is this so serious?  What we have done today is to preach a Christ before people realize they need a Christ.  If you are sick you go to a doctor, if you are hungry you go to the kitchen, if you tired you go to bed.  We are telling people today that they need a doctor before they know they are sick, we are telling them they can be fed before they know they are hungry, we are telling them they can be saved before they know they are lost.  Sure it is a wonderful message this message of Christ, it is rich and wonderful and it does bring peace, satisfaction and joy, but too many today are only being taught that and therefore before they know their needs they are simply looking for the benefits.


This is why we need to preach the demands of God, we need to show people that God’s law says they are sinners on the way to hell unless they repent of their sins and receive His only answer, His Son.  Now by the conviction of the Word, the Holy Spirit and a genuine message they become fearful and cry out to God for mercy, forgiveness and salvation.  These are people who will ever remain faithful for they see Christ as the only answer as their only means of salvation and the escape of God’s wrath, rather than simply temporal benefits for being a Christian. These are the folks who run so intently from the law that condemns that they rejoice to know there is a Christ they can turn to and cling to as their Savior.  The sad part of today’s ministry is that no one wants to hear negative preaching, no one wants to hear about God’s judgment, they just want to hear the sweet side of the message, and yet it is the negative side that creates such a fear in the hearts of the lost that they come and give their hearts unto Christ.  Sure it seems negative, but it is rich, fruitful and wonderful.


We cannot simply throw out the law for the law is to be used of God to bring men to Him, for that is its purpose.



Romans 7:12  “The law is holy”



Romans 7:13  “The commandment is holy”



Romans 7:13  “It is good”



Romans 7:14  “It is spiritual”


The law is so powerful, so awesome so demanding that in Exodus 19 the giving of it shakes a whole mountain.  “The glory of the law repels, while the greater glory of Christ attracts sinners, so that they run to Him.” So if only we would preach the demands of the law and how before the law we are doomed, we would begin to see men and women run to Christ to escape the judgment.

The purpose of the law is seen in Galatians 3:24  “The law was our tutor or school master to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”

This is the message and this is why we cannot throw out the law and simply preach Christ.  People have to know why they need a Savior, and it isn’t just to make them comfortable and happy while here on earth, it is to save them from hell.


There is a man who is out there today trying by God’s grace to lead us properly back to where we need to be, it is Ray Comfort who has written Revival’s Golden Key as well as Hell’s best kept secret.  You can easily find him on his web site. He is being used of the Lord to open our eyes to the need of using the law to bring men to Christ.


Lastly, the Church today has become a place of social entertainment.  Throughout the Country, programs, plays, films and lots of music has replaced the importance of the Word of God.  In more and more ministries it is music, music, and more music followed up by a small milky message that lasts fifteen minutes and builds up the egos and confidence of those who truly need to come to Christ; not made to feel confident and comfortable.  


May the Lord open our minds and hearts and bring us back to a solid, rich and Biblically based ministry that glorifies Him, teaches His truth and genuinely brings people into salvation.
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