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As we continue our study of the mind, allow me to remind you that Satan wants to hold your mind.  It is his desire to control your mind and to direct it into wrong paths.  If he cannot get our hearts, he surely will go for our minds.  As Jessie Penn Lewis has said in her little booklet: The battle for the mind 1. Evil spirits primarily hold man through his mind. 2. By that hold they poison man’s mind and use that poison to transmit to others. 3. And by our minds he brings us to rebellion against God.  Needless to say we can easily see why the enemy captivating our minds can be so devastating not only to us personally but also to the body of Christ for by it he poisons us toward fellow believers.


As we learned last week the hold that Satan has had and still is able to have is the minds of men.  For those of us who are Christians he cannot have our spirits, but he yet can control our minds.  Therefore, even though we have received Christ and give to Him our hearts, yet Satan is doing his best to blind, control, and confuse our minds.  Note Paul’s fear concerning the mind of new believers in 2 Corinthians 11:3:


“But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your mind may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.”

Paul was afraid that those who had recently received Christ would have their minds corrupted, spoiled, literally led astray from Christ. O! How necessary it is to give our minds as well as our hearts unto Him for His guard and protection that we might always be solidly attached to Him.  Obviously, Paul knew that even when we became a Christian, Satan would still try to work with our minds. We need to realize that today this problem has only grown a hundred fold.


In 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 we have a passage that is very difficult to understand but that gives to us a great deal of light concerning the need of giving our minds unto the Lord.  In most modern translations this passage does not come out as clearly as it should and it is such people as Jessie Penn Lewis and others that help bring out its truth from the original language.


“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh; for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

This passage is showing that there is a stronghold, and the stronghold that is spoken of here is the mind.  The mind is a stronghold that Satan holds; it is a place that he tries to keep.  It is however, a place that God also wants, therefore it is a place of war.  There is a constant war over the control of our minds.  A battle between God and evil forces as to what will control the thoughts of our minds.  It is the work of Satan to bring many wrong, improper and impure thoughts into our minds and it is the work of God to captivate, destroy and control every thought that comes from the enemy.  As Christians we need to be aware of this battle, we need to realize that this is an on-going, lifetime battle.  We must ever be aware of Satan’s battle for the thoughts of our minds, as we will perhaps than realize the importance of cooperating with the Lord in giving our minds unto Him and ever being alert as to what we allow our minds to take in.   Knowing this truth can change our lives, our direction, and can assist us in not only growing spiritually but also in being used of the Lord like we have never been used before.


The Word of God has a lot to say concerning man’s mind and the way it was before he became a Christian.  We need to realize that as Christians these problems with the mind do not easily pass away, for our minds are always a battlefield, always where the enemy is trying to grab hold.  Therefore, what we see as a problem with a non-Christian can yet be a problem for us as Christians.  Not realizing this will set us up for many problems in the Christian life. This kind of truth is an essential truth for Christian teens that are allowing their minds to be pulled into the world system. Allowing that causes serious spiritual damage and rebellion toward God and they do not seem to even realize it.


Ephesians 4:17: a darkened mind, a vain or futile mind.  A mind that is just not what it needs to be to understand and enjoy the light of God.  This reveals to us that we live in a world of men that just cannot understand the working of God. In verse 18 of the same passage it speaks of a darkened understanding, making the ability to understand spiritual things impossible.  As Christians we need to understand that this is what we are dealing with every time we try to present Christ’s light to non-Christians.  We also need to realize that Satan is trying to keep all of this darkness and futility in our minds as well.


I Timothy 6:5: There are those who are corrupt in their minds meaning those who are perverse, ruined, and even rotten of mind.  This is the mind of men without God.  Before our minds are given unto God they are full of rottenness and perverseness.  Within them are all kinds of evil thoughts and imaginations.  No wonder when we come to the Lord we need to give our minds to Him that He might drive out the rottenness and replace it with the sweetness and pureness of Christ.  Titus 1:15 “To the pure all things are pure, but to those corrupted nothing is pure.”  Is this not true in our world?  With many it does not matter what you say they will turn, twist and corrupt what you said into something impure?  They just cannot see pureness, only perversion and corruptness.


Romans 1:28: depraved minds, minds that became depraved because they did not receive God and therefore God gave them up.  The meaning of the depraved mind in this passage is a reprobate mind, a mind that has become worthless as far as God is concerned.  It is a disapproved and rejected mind by God.  Is this not an awesome thought?  Individuals with minds that have been given up by God, minds that are considered worthless and rejected, these are the kind of minds the enemy holds, these are the kind of minds he loves to use and direct into evil paths away from God. Let us ever be on guard that our minds will not be so given up by God that they are given over to the enemy.


Colossians 1:21 reads:  “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.”
Imagine this?  Before we knew the Lord, before we received Christ we were actually the enemies of God in our minds.  Is it any wonder people are so anti-God today?  Is it any wonder we are confronted with such hatred and animosity when we speak of the Lord?  We need to realize that in the natural sense people are enemies of God mentally speaking. It is only when we come to Christ and give to Him our minds that our minds are friends with God.  Just think, when the enemy still tries to keep control of the Christian’s mind he is still trying to make us to be enemies of the Lord in our minds.


Along with this in Romans 8:5-8 we read: “Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God.”

When our minds belong to the enemy they are set on fleshy desires, the things of the world instead of the things of the Spirit.  When however the Spirit controls them they are set upon spiritual things. We learn a great deal in this passage concerning the natural mind that has not been given to God; it is a mind set on death rather than life and peace, it is a sinful mind, and it is a mind that is hostile toward God.


When our minds belong to the enemy they are set on fleshy desires, the things of the world instead of the things of the Spirit.  When however the Spirit controls them they are upon spiritual things.  We learn a great deal in this passage concerning the natural mind that has not been given to God: it is a mind set on death rather than life and peace, it is a sinful mind, and it is a mind that is hostile toward God.  With a mind like this how could we possibly enjoy life or spiritual things?  Without coming to Christ and receiving Him we have minds that are simply sinful and bent upon sinful things.  We have minds that are just naturally hostile toward God and spiritual things.

We should also point out that according to Colossian 2:18 there is such a thing as an unspiritual mind.  So for each of us in this world we either have an unspiritual mind or a spiritual mind and the only way we can receive a spiritual mind is by receiving Christ and allowing Him to have our minds.

