“ The Power of Darkness

And Light”

J.W. Sims

When it comes to the Bible you can quickly see that a dominant theme within it is the theme of Darkness and Light for all the spiritual significance of righteousness and unrighteousness is clearly defined by darkness or light.  All the significance of God, His Son and the Word is defined by light, while all the significance of Satan and his evil spirits is defined by darkness.  This morning we either love light or love darkness or we live in light or we live in darkness.  Our whole life is dominated either by light or darkness.

Light







Darkness

Reveals
- Revelation




Conceals

Purifies – Cleanses




Putrefies

Produces Growth




Stagnates



Gives Understanding




Brings confusion

Gives sight






Brings blindness

Gives direction





Destroys direction

No Stumbling





Stumbling

Brightness – Joy





Sadness

Light produces growth and without light there can be no growth therefore every believer needs the light of Christ and His Word in their lives if they expect to grow.  Where there is darkness there is often dampness and ugly corruptness that can take place that stinks and devastates what ever is there.  Light is always brightness, joy and happiness whatever our day it is always better when it is full of light, for darkness always brings sadness, weariness and depression

Darkness and light have always been, it serves the Purpose of God as we clearly see in Genesis 1:3-4.  There is always, however to be a clear division between darkness and light, though they both exist it will always be for a divine purpose. The division of mankind can be seen in John 3:19-20 for there we see that we either love darkness or 

We love light and therefore we either walk in darkness or we walk in light and there is no middle ground.

As we see here, loving darkness is what condemns us for those who love darkness hate light and will not come to the light because light would expose their deeds. As recorded in Ephesians 5:13 “But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.”

It is light that manifests, that makes things clear, it is light that rebukes sinful and unrighteous things. This is why people cannot be around light, the light that comes from you causes people to feel uncomfortable, the light that is within a church service is more than many can tolerate, and for many, they just cannot tolerate being around a Bible.  Yes, light exposes, it reveals and it convicts men who love darkness rather than light.

Light and darkness do not go together, they cannot, and they cannot be mixed together in a spiritual sense for either you have light or you have darkness.  2 Corinthians 6:14 wonderfully points this out to us where we read:

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness and what communion hath light with darkness?”

Many believers do not seem to grasp this truth, they some how believe that you can mix darkness with light and come up with a workable situation, but you cannot. Both fellowship and communion as used here implies communication and intercorse implying that the two will never understand each other, they will never communicate, and they will never walk together in agreement.

When you study this idea of light and darkness it is important to point out Jeremiah 13:16 “Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness.”

Certainly what is here said to Israel can be said to America and to every individual believer.  Giving glory to God is essential if we are to have and enjoy light.  Sometimes we do not understand how some believers do not have light, and perhaps this verse better than any other explains to us why:  They do not have light because they have not been giving glory to God and He therefore has caused darkness in their lives, allowing them to stumble upon the false dark mountains.

You see, whether we realize it or not we need some kind of light, something that we think is light, but when we go after it God will allow it to turn into a shadow of death and very gross darkness. This gross darkness is a very thick gloomy darkness that can devastate our lives.

Believers, however are to have no darkness in their lives and when they do it causes us to question their salvation.  Colossians 1:12-13

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which has made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear son.” There you have it, the Lord has made us saints of light; He has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the Kingdom of His Son. 

If we are believers we have been delivered from the power of darkness, it has no hold on us, so why then would any believer allow himself to be pulled back into what God has delivered him from? The word used for deliverance here means rescued, for we have been rescued from darkness.

This theme continues in Ephesians 5:8 “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord, walk as children of light.” Yes, we were darkness but no more for now we are children of light and therefore should walk as children of light.  The only light that non-believers may ever see is the light they see in us and therefore if we do not walk as children of light there may be no testimony and if they see darkness from us where will they ever see light?

Verse eleven of the same chapter reads: “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove (expose) them.” Please note that darkness is referred too as unfruitful works as opposed of course to light that would always be fruitful.

I Peter 1:9 should be observed along with this passage.

We will close this part of our lesson with Isaiah 50:11 “Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled.  This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.”

When a person throws out the light of God and His Son they will have to find something else to be their light.  These folks are kindling their own fire to produce sparks that will give them light.  Our world is full of people who are trying to live by their own dim sparks and so the Lord says, go ahead and live by your sparks but remember this that by my own hand ye shall lie down in sorrow, literally torment, or anguish.  Is this not interesting,for when we reject God’s fire and live by our own fire devastation, torment and anguish in our lives will be the result.

