“The Power of Light”

J.W. Sims

This lesson continues with the same issue of darkness and light and how serious and dangerous it is to walk in darkness rather than light.

As we have pointed out, men love darkness and they love darkness because their deeds are evil.  Before receiving Christ we are in darkness and after receiving Christ we are in light.  Let us again present some important passages concerning men and their dwelling in darkness before coming into the light of Christ.

Proverbs 4:19 “The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble.” As and as simple as God’s Word can make it, wicked people’s way is the way of darkness, they do not even know what it is that causes them to stumble.

Notice the previous verse that reads: “But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”

As a believer who has been delivered from darkness and placed into the light of Christ we must endeavor to press on to ever be on our guard less the enemy would cause us to leave the light of Christ for the darkness of the enemy.  Proverbs 2:13 “who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness.”

How careful we must be in our new life in Christ to lean upon Him and to ever walk in the path of righteousness the path of His light.

Note what Christ said in John 12:35-36 “Yet a little while is the light with you, walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light.”

If you have the light of Christ you are to walk in that light lest darkness come upon you. You are to believe in that light for if you do not you will walk in darkness and you will not know where you are going and therefore you will be in confusion and on your way to difficulty, stress and serious problems.

We live in a dark age, we live in a dark nation, a nation that once not only had the light of God, but also dwelled in and did its best to bring others to the light.  Now however, we are forsaking that light, squeezing out that light and denying its existence. As a result we must realize that our land will ever be increasing more and more into darkness, that not only will we lose the blessing of God but we will also receive His judgment. Once we have the light we must not reject or ignore it, we must apply it to our lives.

Isaiah 5:20 fits wonderfully into this thought for here we read: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light and light for darkness….” Woe is something that should grab our attention for it reminds us of consequences that will come to those who exchange darkness for light and light for darkness. You cannot twist light into darkness and darkness into light without there being serious consequences, something I happen to believe America is going to experience, in fact is experiencing. 

Romans 1:20-21 when read in context of the whole passage gives us insight into the hearts of those who ignore God and refuse to give Him glory.

“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they area without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imagination, and their foolish heart was darkened.”

God has given to us clear evidence of His existence and eternal power so that we are to give Him glory and thankfulness and when we do not, we become vain meaning they became foolish, wicked and idolatrous which can cause our hearts to become darkness.  Yes, here is the simple basic reason why men’s hearts are so dark, for when they knew about God, when they could see Him by all that He had created they did not glorify Him and they were not thankful to Him and darkness filled their hearts. Does this not explain why there is so much darkness in America today?

This of course is nothing new, for each one of us have been in darkness for as we read in Ephesians 5:8 “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.” Yes, we were darkness but now we are light in the Lord and therefore should walk in the light.  This is a marvelous thing, that once we were darkness but now are we light and therefore should not return to darkness, I Thess. 5:4-5.  How did this take place?  How was this work of being translated from darkness to light brought about?

I Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”

Notice please that we were called out of darkness, as Israel was called out of darkness so every believer has been called out of darkness. Yes, by the Spirit of God we have been called out of darkness, we have heard His voice and heeded the work of His Spirit and therefore have come out.

Such a work requires the movement of God, it is not our work, we cannot do it, we cannot persuade men to come out, we cannot make a decision to come out for this requires a work of God’s Spirit that only He can perform.  Therefore, we turn to Genesis 1:1-3 which I believe gives to us the foundational work for bringing all things from darkness into His light. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters and God said, let there be light and there was light.”

There it is, sitting before us from the beginning of time, sitting before us in the opening of God’s Word, there was darkness in the world just as there is darkness in our hearts and therefore the movement of God’s Spirit was needed.  This only is the answer for bringing a nation or an individual out of darkness and placing them into the light of God.  Bless His Holy Name for He alone is able to perform this blessed work in my life and in yours.  Coming out of darkness requires the movement of God’s Spirit.  Let us pray that His Spirit will move in our Nation as well as in the hearts of particular individuals that we are burdened for.
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