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I Corinthians 1:18 “The preaching of the cross to us who are saved is the power of God.”  So many today long for power, desire power that they might control, direct and manipulate.

Satan has power and will use his power to direct people into wrong and dangerous paths; he is willing to share his power with men who will control, hurt, damage and misdirect nations.


When it comes to power there are even believers who desire power for the wrong reasons, that they might build ministries and receive esteem from men. When it comes to genuine power however, there is no power outside of the cross. The cross is always the place for real power for it is the cross that brings power into our lives and ministry for all eternity.


It is at this point in our study that I want us to go deeper into the Word concerning the work of the cross then we have gone. When it comes to the cross it is the power of God for victory and deliverance in our lives.  It is in the power of the cross where we find victory over the world, over Satan, over the flesh, and over the Devil himself.

Thus far in our lessons we have been looking at the richness of the cross in regards to forgiveness, cleansing, salvation and eternal life.  We have been seeing that the cross is a place where we can be satisfied, restored, cleansed, and protected from the heat of life.  Now however, I want to go deeper into the work of the cross, to a place that many are not aware of and those that are, are those who are deep in the things of the Word and spiritual development.


When it comes to the cross we need revelation from Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit.  If we do not have revelation we will not have an interest in the cross, in Christ, or in spiritual things.  In all our prayers for people we need to pray that Christ will give them revelation such as Paul was given in Galatians 1:11-12 “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus Christ.”  One of the big problems today, is that we know the gospel because we have received the gospel from men, we have head knowledge of the gospel, but head knowledge is not real, it does not change a life nor bring us into spiritual reality. Paul, was not simply given knowledge of the cross, what Paul was given was revelation from Jesus Christ. That is, Paul was given light, he was so touched that he could now see, and have understanding of spiritual things. Revelation makes a blind man see, and men who has no understanding to have understanding. Revelation of the cross is what brings reality of spiritual things into our lives, and it is this revelation that we are desperate for today. What made Paul’s preaching so powerful was that it came by way of revelation and not simply by way of education or knowledge.  This is what we must all pray for in our day, and for our lives. This idea is continued on by Paul in Ephesians 1:17-18 “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling…” How precious and important revelation is, how important that you and I receive light and understanding so we might have our eyes, our hearts and our minds enlightened in such a way that we might know.  First comes the revelation and secondly, the knowledge, instead of individuals obtaining knowledge with the hope of obtaining the revelation. When we receive from men rather then from God is no doubt is knowledge and not enlightening revelation.


It is now time to see the value of the cross in other practical areas of our lives that will bring us to a greater depth and prepare us for a richer spiritual life.

The cross is a place of deliverance from the world, something that is not taking place in the lives of so many Christians.  Christians do not want to be delivered from the world, for they love the world and because they do, they work to obtain all the world provides: its wealth, it pleasure, its entertainment.  Do we not realize that a part of the work of the cross is to bring deliverance from the world?

In Galatians 1:4 “Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father.” Christ gave himself on the cross to deliver us from this world, and that was an important work of the cross, a work that many might ignore but it was a purpose of the cross and it required the power of the cross to make this a reality in our lives.

In John 16:33 the Lord said: “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” We are supposed to be happy about overcoming the world, the Lord did it and we are also supposed to do it by and through Him.  Luke 9:25 “For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be a cast away?” Here again: what possible advantage can there be to gaining the whole world and all it contains, if we lose our own soul?  No, God gave to us the cross so that we might over come the world, so that we might be delivered from the hold of the world and to miss this work of the cross is to miss a great deal. As believers we must forever remember I John 2:17 “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” 
Why did Christ give His cross to bring deliverance from the world?  Because this world as we know is ending, it will pass away and if you are a part of this world you too, will pass away.  Why, many believers do not understand this is beyond my understanding.  I am not saying they will be lost, but I am saying if they do not allow themselves to be delivered from this world they will suffer loss at the judgment seat of Christ, and like Lot, they may be delivered; But they will certainly suffer a loss. Over the years I have know individuals who spoke of thing things of the Lord and how precious it is to know Him and to be saved, and yet every chance they got they had to be entertained by the world, they had to enjoy what this world offered to them without any understanding that Christ died upon the cross to deliver them from this world and they should therefore come out from it and be separate.


Finally concerning this aspect of the cross we read what Paul said in Galatians 6:14 “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”

Here is a blessed and important work of the cross that seems to be forgotten in our world of pleasant, entertaining and comfortable ministries, and that is, that the cross has crucified the world as far as you are concerned, and as far as the world is concerned you are crucified to it. We must conclude that because of the work of the cross, we are dead to the world and the world is dead to us. If you are dead to something you have no interest in it, you cannot and will not be a part of it, you have no interest in it and it has no interest in you. 

